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Dear Parent/Carer

I am writing this on 11th July 2018 at 11.00 a.m., England play Croatia at 7.00 p.m.  By the time you 
read this newsletter England will be World Cup winners.  Maybe.  My mind is cast back to the summer 
of 1966, the excitement and thrill of a team that truly caught the imagination of a nation – they cer-
tainly caught mine, as I tried to do keepie-uppies in the back yard of our house in Sparkhill to avoid 
watching extra-time in the World Cup Final:  the unbearable tension, West Germany having equalised 
in the final minutes of normal time.  There were players who made their names that day – Hurst for 
a hat-trick, Peters for the other goal; players like Nobby Stiles that left nothing behind and forever 
found a place in the hearts of football fans.  There was Bobby Moore, a world class defender, and 
Bobby Charlton – the greatest of players, and for me, an all-time idol.  Will tonight and Sunday match 
that success?  Only time will tell.  But the buzz of excitement throughout the summer term, as the 
tournament has progressed, will live long in the memory.  Add in the incredible summer weather and 
you have the happiest of school environments.  Well, at least until tonight!

It has indeed been a wonderful term and a fantastic year.  Our students have increasingly engaged 
in the ‘Year of Service’ and we have seen tremendous acts of generosity and kindness from students 
and staff.  We are immensely proud of our students and all that they do; proud of their energy and 
engagement; proud of the future they are creating for themselves and their community.  Well done to 
them all.  The newsletter reflects the great commitments that they have made throughout the term.

We wish them a fantastic and well-earned summer break.

Kevin McEvoy
Principal

Stop Press   England  1  Croatia  2 

When do the European Championships start?
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Spiritual Life
Chaplaincy
In March Fr. Mario, the Parish Priest from St. Catherine of 
Siena, Bristol Street was appointed the new priest chap-
lain for the school.  Fr. Mario has celebrated a number of 
Masses for the school which have included whole school 
mass for the feast of the ascension and masses for trips 
such as Porto and Liddington Netball Tour.  We thank  
Fr. Mario for his work so far for the school.

Tommy Rowan recently went for an interview for the 
Assistant Director at Soli where he was successful in the 
interview process. Tommy led the Lourdes trip before he 
takes up his new post at Soli on Wednesday 20th June.

Amy Grattidge has been appointed to look after the 
Catholic life of the school working alongside John Cun-
nane in supporting the Catholic and spiritual life.

Whole school Charity 

The staff and students have got fully behind the 
whole school charity “St. Basils,” so far raising 
an incredible £3000. There have been a number 
of events over the past few months from the 
readathon, sponsored charity bike ride by Year 
9, donations from senior tea party, non-uniform, 
Bishops Got Talent collections to help us reach 
our £6000 target.  

Charity events coming up include the staff bake 
off, Year 8 Disco, cake sales, staff charity day and 
6th form sleep out, Year 7 fete and much more.

With all the events planned, the school 
is likely to reach an incredible total of 

£7000.

3

St. Chad’s Sanctuary: 

As a school we have continued to support St. Chad’s Sanc-
tuary in the last week of each term. St. Chad’s Sanctuary 
is a voluntary project supported by St Chad’s Cathedral. 
It’s a place of welcome and hospitality for asylum seek-
ers, refugees and immigrants. 

On Thursday 24th May a select group of Year 7s brought 
all your generous donations to St. Chad’s Sanctuary. The 
students also had an opportunity to have a tour of the 
Sanctuary and hear about the work they are carrying out. 
The support we have provided has made a difference to 
people’s lives. The students who visited the sanctuary 
were touched by the experience.

The whole school target for this year is £6000.

Lourdes Pilgrimage

Bishop Challoner students embarked on it’s fifth 
Pilgrimage to Lourdes this May Half Term, from 
Saturday 26th May until Saturday 2nd June. We 
were very proud to have been part of the Bir-
mingham Archdioceses Pilgrimage; taking 11 
students from across Years 9 to 12. We joined 
approximately 750 other pilgrims in prayer and 
worship of Our Lady. The Liturgies and music 
were exceptional and it was a great joy for us 
to be led by Archbishop Bernard Longley and  
Bishop David McGough; along with 25+ cler-
gy who helped us celebrate the Birmingham  
Pilgrimage. 



Spiritual Life
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Our students expressed their love for Mass, sharing scripture 
and the Eucharist as a family of faith. One of the most unique 
aspects of the trip was witnessing our young people working 
with the sick, elderly and disabled. This trip provided our stu-
dents with an opportunity to grow as young, active Christians; 
young people going out into society searching for fulfilment 
through serving others. We are immensely proud of them and 
we are looking forward to being part of next years’ pilgrimage.
 
We would like to thank our whole school community for their 
continuous support with our 2017 Pilgrimage. Maggie Nutt 
will be taking on the pilgrimage for 2018.

Legion of Mary:

Members of the Legion of Mary from 
St. Dunstan’s Parish have been visiting 
school to lead the rosary every Thursday 
during breaktime in the Chapel. This has 
been well attended by students with stu-
dents also taking the opportunity to lead 
the rosary during these times of prayer.

The Parishioners have also visited RE 
classes to lead talks on the rosary and 
other aspects of Catholic life. Students 
have been very receptive to these talks 
and hearing about experiences from the 
Parishioners.

We thank John Robinson, Michael O’Sulli-
van and Shanty Shaji from the Parish who 
have led students in the rosary and these 
talks.



Religious Studies
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Year 7

Year 7 have completed a superb start to their studies of 
Religious Education at Bishop Challoner.

A reflection of the year shows that students have stud-
ied a wide range of important topics that have focused 
on developing students critical thinking and encourag-
ing them to reflect upon who they are and what type of 
person they want to become.

This academic year students have considered questions 
such as;

Who is God and why are people religious?  

• This unit of work enabled students to consider 
questions such as; Why are people religious? What 
should I know about Catholicism?  Who is God?, 
Who is Jesus? (Incarnation) What struggles did 
the followers of Jesus face?  and How did the Old  
Testament predict Jesus’s coming?

Why does the universe exist?

• This unit of work enabled students to ponder Why 
is there something rather than nothing? How can 
something be true if it didn’t literally happen?  
What does ‘imageo dei’ mean for me and my re-
sponsibilities?  How can one believe in science and 
religion? How should Catholic’s look after God’s cre-
ation? What does Pope Francis call us to be stew-
ards of the world? (Laudio Sei)

More recently year 7 students have begun a study of 
Judaism. This introduction is focused on developing 
students subject knowledge and giving them opportu-
nities to explore some of the key concepts of Judaism. 
This is also centred on helping to get students ‘GCSE 
ready’ as 25% of their year 11 examination will be cen-
tred on Judaism.

During their study students have particularly focused 
on the nature of God in Judaism and Abrahamic cov-
enants. Students have displayed real eagerness to de-
velop their subject knowledge and their netbooks have 
been particularly useful in helping students to research 
and design presentations on this work.

The Religious Education department have worked 
closely with the diocese this year on producing ex-
pected levels of skills for Religious Education stu-
dents at each phase group. This work has been 
highly beneficial in helping to deliver the transition 
from ks2 to ks3 and has enabled the department to 
plan class work and assessments that allow students  
progressional skills as they move into the second-
ary phase. This collaborative work has highlighted 
the development of the skills of knowledge, under-
standing, engagement and response and analysis and  
evaluation. This hierarchical skill base allows stu-
dents the opportunity to continue their development 
of these skills as they transfer from ks2–ks3 and will 
continually be developed through to ks5, using the 
skill levels we have designed to aid students to meet 
age related expectations and beyond.

Year 8

Year 8 have built on their subject knowledge from 
year 7 and have progressed to more challenging con-
cepts, where they have been exposed to very techni-
cal theology and philosophical concepts.

This academic year students have considered ques-
tions such as;

What is the problem of evil?  What is the free-will 
defence of God? Can suffering ever be good? (Irenae-
us’s theodicy) and How should Christians respond to 
suffering? 
 
More recently students have been exploring the big 
question  ’How do Catholics make moral decisions?’  
This has asked students to consider ‘What is a con-
science and how does it help us make moral deci-
sions?  What is natural law and how does it help us 
make moral decisions? What does living by the Great-
est Commandment really look like? Are there limits 
to forgiveness? What does the Bible teach about 
reconciliation (The Prodigal Son) and How does the 
parable of the Sheep and the Goats inspire us to do 
what is right? 
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To complete year 8, students have been develop-
ing their knowledge of Judaism. This has involved 
looking at some of the implications for Judaism 
in today’s world such as; keeping the Sabbath 
day holy, following the Ten Commandments in 
the modern world, visiting a synagogue and the 
differences between reform and orthodox Jewish 
views on Judaism.

Year 9

Year 9 students are bringing their ks3 studies to a 
close by focusing on Judaism and looking deeply 
at key practices in living out Jewish beliefs in mod-
ern life.

Students have reflected upon the demands of 
eating Kosher only foods in modern society whilst 
also reflecting on Jewish attitudes towards mar-
riage, divorce and family life.

During the academic year students have studied 
a vast range of theological issues and have been 
stretched by the demands of the units we have 
studied. 

During the academic year students have studied 
issues such as;

What are Christian beliefs on the Value of Life?  
Where students were engaged in reflecting upon 
‘Is all life valuable?  (ImagoDei) What is the sanc-
tity of life?  What is the nature of abortion? What 
is the nature of euthanasia?  How should Catho-
lics respond to poverty?  What do Catholics belief 
about animal rights? What is humanism and how 
does it differ to Catholicism?

More recently students have received the oppor-
tunity to develop their understanding of Cathol-
icism through the study of ‘How is the Catholic 
Church unique? This gave students time to look 
at the nature of the Catholic faith through issues 
such as; What is the Catechism and Catholic Mag-
isterium? How does the Church act as the ‘Body 
of Christ’? What was the reformation? How is the 
Nicene creed a declaration of faith and where did 

it come from? How influential was St Augustine? What is 
the nature of the Trinity? What is the incarnation? What 
does stewardship mean to Catholics?  (Laudio Sei)

Across key stage 3 year 9 students have been develop-
ing the skills to communicate, contextualise, apply and 
evaluate. These skills have progressively been developed 
through a mastery approach to learning in Religious Educa-
tion and consequently year 9 students have been prepared 
for the challenges of GCSE through a curriculum that has 
blended high levels of knowledge with the skills of critical 
thinking and the ability to write extended, evaluative re-
sponses.

Ks3 Seminarian visits.

Ks3 students have recently benefitted from the visits and 
presentations form Seminarians who have visited our com-
munity to speak about vocation and the importance of liv-
ing a life of meaning and purpose. These visits have helped 
students to consider where they are going in their self jour-
ney and the importance of seeing life as a gift where we 
have the opportunity to grow and challenge ourselves fulfil 
our God given talents. 

These sessions have been particularly focused on helping 
year 9 students with their transition into choosing and be-
ginning their options going forth into year 10. 
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Year 10

Year 10 recently completed their first year of 
GCSE studies and we are delighted with the 
progress they have made.  Students recently 
completed a mock examination which indicat-
ed the excellent start they have made in what 
is an extremely challenging course. 

Year 10 have been extremely conscientious 
about their work and their mature attitude has 
enabled students to develop high level skills 
of analysis and evaluation. We look forward to 
continuing this progress going forth into year 
11.

This year has seen year 10 reflect on issues 
such as;

• Catholic and scientific views regard-
ing the origins of the universe.

• Catholic views on The Sanctity of Life.
• Religious and non - religious views 

concerning abortion and euthanasia.
• The importance of preserving and 

protecting the planet.
• Reflecting on why God may allow evil 

and suffering.
• Reflecting on Jesus as a source of 

moral authority.

Year 10 have made a smooth transition into 
GCSE work and are combining studying impor-
tant life issues alongside developing potential 
for success in their GCSE examinations next 
year.

Year 11 

Year 11 have recently completed a challenging 
set of examination papers in Religious Educa-
tion.

We were highly impressed by the attitude of 
our students in their preparations for these ex-
ams and their desire to achieve their best pos-
sible grades.

During year 11 students explored issues such as;

• What are the different theories of punishment?
• Is the death penalty ever acceptable?
• Why is forgiveness important?
• What are the features of The Catholic Church?
• What is meant by the Magesterium?
• What are the challenges for Christianity in the modern 

world?

We feel confident that the topics students have studied across 
their five years of Religious Education at Bishop Challoner 
have helped them to shape their views on life in modern so-
ciety and has enabled them to understand Catholic views and 
how these can help them find meaning and purpose in life.

We wish all students well for their future destinations and 
hope that their Religious Education course has provided them 
with a moral compass and a rounded view of the society they 
live in. 

Year 12

This year saw a large number of students once again choose 
Philosophy and Ethics in year 12. We have been delighted 
with the progress they have made during the year and in-
creasingly we have witnessed their development into becom-
ing critical thinkers who can rationalise intelligent arguments 
to reach balanced conclusions.

This year has seen year 12 study topics such as;

• Divine Command theory
• The Cosmological argument
• The Problem of evil and suffering
• Utilitarianism
• Situation Ethics
• The Bible as a source of moral guidance

This has enabled students to tackle questions such as; Is there 
evidence for God’s existence in the design of the world? How 
can God be all-loving and allow suffering? Should we make 
moral decisions based upon the principle of the ‘greatest 
good for the greatest number?’ How should a Christian make 
moral decisions?
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We hope to see many of these students return in Sep-
tember to continue this course into year 13.

Year 13 

This summer our Religious Education studies students 
completed their studies and we wish them all the best 
for their future adventures. Students have applied 
themselves fully to the course and have gained skills 
such as analysis, debating skills, reasoning and critical 
thinking which we will be invaluable to them in their 
future careers. 

This cohort were the first students to complete the new 
course which saw students being assessed on Christian-
ity, Philosophy and Ethics. This has been an exception-
ally demanding course but we were highly impressed 
by the students approach to independent learning and 
their relentless attitude to being successful in their 
studies. 

During the year students explored topics such as;

• The Ontological argument
• Free-will and determinism
• Liberation theology
• Religious Language
• Utilitarianism
• Natural moral law
• Atheism

These units allowed students to evaluate issues such 
as; Can the definition of God serve as proof of God’s 
existence? Why do modern philosophers doubt God’s 
existence? Do humans have free-will? Should society 
base its morality on religious beliefs?

A number of year 13 students have chosen to continue 
their studies at university and we believe this course 
has enabled them to develop skills such as; independ-
ent research, critical thinking, displaying balanced 
views and ability to produce high quality essays that 
evidence their learning from their studies. 

We wish all students success in their future projects 
and careers. 



Art 

Year 8

Year 8 students have been focusing on architecture and perspective, taking 
inspiration from the huge variety of building styles situated in Birmingham. 
They have explored Tudor, Victorian, Brutalism and Contemporary closely, 
creating small drawings and paintings that culminated into a larger mixed 
media piece. They will use graphic designer Ramzy Masri as inspiration to 
create abstract colour paintings of their favourite Birmingham buildings in 
effervescent colours.

KS3
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Year 7 
Students across KS3 have been 
creating exciting artworks with-
in their schemes of work.

Year 7 have been constructing card-
board sculptures inspired by artist 
Patianne Stevenson, looking at how 
to create texture within a 3D form. 
They have also explored printmak-
ing and painting inspired by Sarah 
Graham, where they have worked on 
building up vibrant colours and tones 
– and making a mess! Their ability to 
analyse artworks has been met with 
creativity and enthusiasm too. They 
have developed their skills across a 
range of mediums and processes and 
have shown great progress in art.



Art 
Year 9

Year 9 students have been travelling across the artistic movements all 
year and landed in Pop Art. Creating Andy Warhol inspired prints, and 
painted or drawn Lichtenstein portraits; this has been the students first 
opportunity to study portraiture. They have created harmonious Warhol 
inspired self-portrait paintings alongside Peter Blake inspired collages 
about current issues and personal interests – what a whirlwind term! 
They have started researching Banksy and the rebellious power of street 
art, creating acrylic paintings on plastic of his stencil pieces. Taking in-
spiration from Exit Through The Gift Shop, students have become aware 
of the importance of art within public spaces and are able to debate the 
reasons that it is fundamental to questioning the issues in society.

Primary Project

Over the summer term, six primary schools from the Tolkien cluster  
attended all day art workshops within the department. Facilitated by  
art staff and two of our artists in residence, students worked collabora-
tively to create large scale paintings of famous artworks. These includ-
ed: Impressionism (Waterlilies by Claude Monet), Post Impressionism 
(Vincent Van Gogh), Expressionism (The Scream by Edvard Munch) and 
Cubism (Weeping Woman by Pablo Picasso).

Within the workshops, teachers delivered presentations on the different 
styles across art history, and why they are important. Students had to 
develop different techniques in order to mimic the original paintings, 
which included mixing vibrant colours and using a range of brushwork 
techniques including stippling and dashes. The Year 5 students were  
given a fantastic opportunity to not only work collaboratively, but to 
work creatively through visual arts too – something that isn’t usually 
given the time and space at KS2.
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The paintings have been printed onto ceramic tiles that, when assem-
bled, create large, exciting artworks that their whole school communi-
ty can enjoy. These will be revealed during the Primary School Tolkien  
Cluster celebration event in July.



Art 
Year 10

Year 10 students have recently completed their first exam in their Art 
GCSE, creating ‘final pieces’ towards their Natural Form or Architecture 
project. Students have worked with a range of materials and surfaces to 
create independent artworks that explore a range of complex processes. 
We are excited to see how they develop as artists throughout their final 
year.

KS4
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Art 
Year 11 

Year 11 students completed their GCSE studies showcasing their 
fantastic talent in their final exam. All students have developed 
their own artistic practice and style, and have developed their skills 
into confident artists. Well done, Year 11!
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Art & Design Technology
Bishop Challoner Artist in Residence Scheme

‘Tolkien Primary Cluster – Art Movements’ 

South Network Art Exhibition 2018

Our A level Fine Art students have excelled  
themselves this year producing a series of di-
verse outcomes. The concepts explored get more  
expressive and confidently executed each year. 
The boundaries are continually being pushed with  
students working on diverse scales and utilising 
mixed media. Canvas, old windows, wooden pal-
lets, ceramic tiles, aluminium and plywood are just  
some of the materials being explored to create 
Art.  Themes that have provided inspiration include  
cultural influences, the world of work, windows and 
weather. 
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Carmela Hodgson, BC Artist in Residence 2017-18 
and Lydia Parkes (BC Artist in Residence 2016-17) 
have been dedicating their time this term to devel-
oping paintings and samples to be used in Primary 
workshops. This has involved painting a series of  
oil, acrylic and watercolour paintings based on a  
selection of Art Movements in preparation for the 
Primary Tolkien Project. The aim of the project being 
to study several Art Movements throughout the Art 
History Timeline. There have been 6 primary schools 
involved in this project this term with a selection of 
year 5 students from each school. Jo Baptiste and 
Hannah Swingler, supported by both Carmela and 
Lydia, have been delivering painting workshops to 
recreate a painting by a renowned artists such as, 
Claude Monet, Vincent Van Gogh, Pablo Picasso and 
Edvard Munch. The Movements focused on include: 
Impressionism, Post Impressionism, Expressionism 
and Cubism with Van Gogh’s ‘Starry Night’, Mon-
et’s ‘Water Lilies’ and Edvard Munch’s ‘The Scream’  
being amongst those chosen to reproduce. The 
workshops were a complete success with all schools 
committing and rising to the challenge. The pieces 
are currently being scanned and sublimation print-
ed onto ceramic tiles to create a lasting memory of 
the workshops. The final framed tiled paintings will 
be displayed at a celebration evening in July where 
Music, English and Art projects will come together 
in the form of an Arts Festival.



Art & Design Technology
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A selection of year 13 work is currently being 
exhibited at the prestigious ‘School of Art’, 
Birmingham City University. This is a fantastic 
opportunity to showcase our students work in 
a city centre space. 

FOOD EDUCATION
Cookery Club

Cookery club came to a close 
this year with an ‘Afternoon 
Tea’. Parents and siblings were 
invited in to enjoy the products 
of their newly acquired skills. 
Students practised making the 
products in each cookery club 
session to perfect their skills. 
They made scones, cupcakes, 
tray bakes and fancy sandwich-
es. All proceeds from the event 
went to the school charity: 
St.Basil’s.



Art & Design Technology

To help raise awareness of National Healthy Eating Week, the students in the cookery club ran a mini food fayre. 
The message behind it was to eat a minimum of 5-a-day, to drink more water, not to skip breakfast, to exercise 
more and to encourage the students to try new foods. They could try home-made houmous and veg sticks, rocket 
fruit kebabs, home-made falafel and fake ice-creams. Again all proceeds of sales went to the school charity. All 
students must be congratulated for their commitment and hard work. 
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Art & Design Technology
KS3

Students at key stage three are following a scheme of work that 
equips them with the knowledge and understanding required for  
basic food safety such as knife skills, food preparation, sustainable food 
choices and nutrition. They have been introduced to the UK model for 
healthy eating, the ‘Eat well guide’. They have also considered food  
provenance where students visit the BC Kitchen garden, security and 
waste. This term they have made, fruit fusion, scones, bolognese, 
chilli, apple cakes, rosemary cakes, pizzas, chicken goujons and spicy 
wedges. 

KS4

Year 10 are currently working 
towards a ’Level 2 Certificate in 
Food and Cookery’. This quali-
fication provides students with 
experience of using different 
cooking techniques and meth-
ods to enable them to use these 
within further education or  
apprenticeships. It gives them 
a basic understanding of the 
skills required for a career in 
food and obviously affords them 
with vital life skills. There are 
four units of which year 10 have 
now completed unit one and 
have started unit three where 
they are preparing for their ex-
ternal examination in Novem-
ber. The students have made a 
variety of products to practise  
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various skills such as pizza and bread  
using yeast; pastry, cake making, 
bolognese and chilli to practise 
knife skills and seasoning foods.



Art & Design Technology
KS3 Textiles

Year 7 pupils have been working 
hard developing ideas for a ‘Pen 
Pot’ project. They have been 
inspired by Art Movements 
throughout history for their 
designs, generating forms and 
shapes through paper model-
ling before creating a repeated 
pattern on ‘Grid Magic’ software 
which has been sublimation 
printed onto fabric. The fabric 
prints are then formed into 3D 
objects using sewing machine 
and hand sewn techniques. 

In Year 8 and Year 9 pupils build 
on the basic textiles processes 
by developing skills using the 
felting techniques. Projects de-
livered include: designing and 
making a ‘Sport Arm Band’ for 
their chosen sport and research-
ing and designing a ‘Trainer 
Prototype’ based on the city of 
Birmingham. There have been 
some exciting designs produced.
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Art & Design

The images below are of the completed products produced by year 11 this term. Students have produced some 
ambitious designs in a range of materials using a variety of technical processes. Products this year include: 
complex lamp designs complete with wooden lathe work, laser engraving and sublimation printed lampshades, 
engaging and creative children’s toys using a variety of wood joints, laser engraved components and elec-
tronic housing. The students have also taken inspiration from design movements such as Art Deco to create  
stunning speaker systems which allow the students to show off quite complex wood working skills combined with  
soldering electronic circuits to create full working speakers. 

KS4 Product Design
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Tolkien Primary Textiles workshops
Over the last two months we have invited pupils 
from our feeder primary schools to participate 
in Textiles workshops after school. 15 pupils 
from each of the following schools: St Anne’s, 
St Albans, St Edwards, St Bernard’s, Our lady of 
Lourdes and St Catherine’s of Siena have been 
working with the Art and Design Technology de-
partment to create their own individual pennant 
banners based on the art work of Joseph Cornell 
and Betty Pepper. They have used a range of fab-
rics, transfer printing techniques, laser cut fabric 
letters, buttons and other embellishments and 
become quite skilled on the sewing machines. 
We have even had Mr. Fadden (Head Teacher of 
St Catherine’s) and Mr Stephens (Deputy Head 
of St Bernard’s) join in. Young leaders have also 
worked with the pupils providing support and 
guidance, they have been absolutely fantastic in 
their roles. A huge thank you to Thomas M, An-
nely M, Cara T and Olivia J for helping to make 
the project a complete success.



Business Department
The GCSE and the A level examina-
tions for Business are now complete 
and we look forward to the results 
in August. The GCSE was the last  
sitting of the current syllabus, with the  
current year 10 starting the new  
syllabus last September.  The 
new A level in business has now 
had two years sets of papers and 
we feel as a department that we 
have a good understanding of the 
demands of this new syllabus.  

Year 10 have just completed their 
mock examinations and the results are 
encouraging for what is a new syllabus 
and a changed style of assessment.  
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Business Department

Miss Sadler will be  
joining Bishop Chal-
loner next year as a 
full time member of 
staff and it will be good 
to have another sub-
ject specialist in the  
department. 
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After the mock feedback lessons 
in the last week we have taken the  
opportunity to improve year 10 and 
12 problem solving skills by holding a 
number of problem solving sessions.  

As can be seen from the photo-
graphs, the pupils were fully en-
gaged and really enjoyed tackling the  
problems, even if they were not  
always successful.  They learnt to 
think in different ways and to work  
as a team and to build up their  
resilience.

Letters have gone out to all year 10 
pupils about a visit to Land Rover in  
Solihull on October 5th; where pupils 
will watch vehicles being made and learn 
about important business concepts such 
as Lean production, inventory control and 
quality assurance. 

The visits in the last two years have been 
very successful and rewarding for the  
pupils that attended.

In September 
the Business depart-
ment will be offering  

Business GCSE 9-1 and 
vCert in Business and  

Enterprise.   



Computing and  & ICT

KS3
Year 7

Year 7 students have been revisiting some of the programming  
fundamental work which they last looked at in November. As part 
of this they have rediscovered the importance of efficiency in  
computer science and are comfortable in using loops to improve their 
code.

Year 8

Year 8 have completed a scheme of work based around the idea of 
binary and hexadecimal; collectively known as data representa-
tion. This is a scheme of work that teaches students the raw basics 
of a computer and how it interprets data as electronic signals. Stu-
dents are now confident in converting integers into both binary and 
hexadecimal and can complete this either way; a skill not only vital to the 
scheme of work but also the GCSE.

KS4/5

Year 9

The year 9 groups recently finished 
working with the MicroBits as a means 
of supporting and developing their 
knowledge of programming fundamen-
tals. In the last few weeks of the run up 
to Easter, year 9 groups have begun re-
capping topics from previous schemes 
of work in order to prepare for the T2 
assessment in the summer. More infor-
mation and resources will follow for the 
T2 assessment as we get closer to the 
assessment period but pupils are now 
being exposed to the topics again in or-
der to begin preparation.

Key Stage 4

With the external examinations com-
plete and the students no longer in 
school, the outgoing year 11 groups have 
finished both the computer science and 
ICT courses. We of course wish them all 
the best for their results in August and 
look forward to welcoming some of 
them back into computer science or ICT 
in September as members of our sixth 
form. For those that are going onto other 
things, we hope their futures are full of 
exciting and opportunity and of course, 
technology.

Year 10 recently completed their mock 
exams for which some excellent results 

were achieved. In computer science students achieved as high as 83 out 
of 88 whilst in ICT there are students who achieved 25 out of 25 on a 
scaled version of the real exam. These results give us confidence moving 
forward into year 11 and we look forward to seeing what these groups 
can achieve as they continue on their respective courses.

Key Stage 5

The year 12 students have completed their academic year with a lot of 
success being found by all. The mock exams produced good grades for 
many of our students and fills us with confidence moving forward into 
year 13. We look forward to welcoming them back in the new academic 
year to begin work on their extended programming project which will 
see them flourish as programmers as they direct the focus of their work; 
identical to the processes seen in both university and industry.
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Tuesday 3rd July: Research Day!

The group are playing a key role in the school’s plan to cele-
brate the centenary of the First World War in November 2018. 
The plan is to get involved with the ‘There But Not There’ 
commemoration, organised by the CWGC. Around the coun-
try, there will be silhouettes representing the ‘coming home’ 
of those who didn’t return 100 years ago. 

The Art department are going to make a life size silhouette 
which will take its place outside the sports centre. He will rep-
resent the local men who fell between 1914 and 1918. The 
Cultural Literacy Group are researching soldiers of the local 
area and their findings will be displayed in the Sports Centre 
so that the local community can discover the stories of those 
men who lived in and around the Kings Heath area. 

A couple of weeks ago, Carl Chinn joined us as each student 
researched one soldier from the list of names displayed on the 
memorial in All Saints Church in Kings Heath. They were real 
historians for the day. Some of the information they found, 
as they pieced together the stories of the Kings Heath fallen, 
brought both excitement and sadness to the students. We all 
thoroughly enjoyed the day and we look forward to sharing 
their findings with you as the project progresses.  

Here are some photographs of the students engrossed in the research. 
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Arts Festival – Tolkien  
Cluster Primary Schools– 
Year 5’s

This year, for the first time, the English  
Department organised a strand of the 
Arts Festival. On Wednesday 27th June,  
published children’s author Sue Mayfield 
hosted an event for 30 Year 5 pupils from 
six of the Primary schools from our Tolkien 
Cluster. Sue ran a workshop all day, guiding 
the pupils to write two books for Reception  
Age children. The students worked collabo-
ratively to produce stories based around an-
imal characters. Sue guided pupils through a 
story structure and the important features of 
a story aimed at children. It was an ambitious 
plan but by the end of the day, all pupils had 
contributed to writing two complete stories – 
The Lost Trophy featuring Ellie the Elephant, 
Musa the Mouse and Charlie the Crocodile 
and Tennis Trouble featuring Gary the Gecko, 
Polly the Polar Bear and Sophie the Sloth!

The second day of the Arts Festival was with 
published children’s illustrator Jess Mikhail. 
Jess ran a workshop in the morning guiding 
the same pupils on illustrating the book they 
had written on the Wednesday with Sue. The 
30 pupils were split into two groups with one 

group working on Photoshop 
in the Media Department with 
Christina Klerides. In this work-
shop, students created the 
title, focusing on the impor-
tance of selecting font styles 
and the all- important blurb on 
the back of their books. In Jess’ 
session, the characters and 
stories were brought to life as 
each student contributed an 
illustration for the book they 
had written. They all contribut-
ed to the character design and 
then had the task of bringing 
their pages to life. The books 
and illustrations will be on dis-
play as part of the showcase 
on the 17th July, alongside Arts 
Festival contributions from the 
Music and Art Department



English
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Year 10 – Romeo and Juliet Trip  

On Thursday 10th May, Grace L. took a group of Year 
10 and 11 students to an RSC production of Romeo and 
Juliet. Not only was the production lively, inventive and 
incredibly enjoyable, but it was also timely since Year 
11 students sat an exam on the play at the beginning of 
June. 

The production was a modern adaptation of Shake-
speare’s original staging but was also faithful to the 
script. Therefore, it allowed the students to relate to the 
story whilst, at the same time, helping them to revise 
key quotations for their exam. 

The behaviour of the 50 students was impeccable and 
everybody, including the teachers, thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves.  Thanks also to Rosita L. for booking the  
tickets almost a year ago!



English
Post-Impressionism – 
Sublimation printed tiles 
‘Starry Night’
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Debating competition 
- Solihull 

On Monday 18th June, four intrepid  
students, ranging from Year 8 to Year 10, 
made their way to the prestigious surround-
ings of Solihull School for a national debating 
competition. 36 teams from schools all over 
the country had travelled to take part in the 
tournament, which required the students 
to work in pairs to debate topics against 
other pairs after only having 15 minutes to  
prepare their ideas. There were three topics to  
debate on the day, all of which provoked 
some very strong opinions on both sides:  
‘This house would only imprison violent  
criminals’, ‘This house would force  
broadcasters to give equal coverage to  
female and male sports on  
television’ and ‘This house would abolish 
Britain’s nuclear weapons.’ After each of the 
debates, teams were scored on how well they 
had put across their ideas, and one of the 
Challoner pairs came away with third place 
in two of the debates they took part in, and 
the other pair managed to come second in 
all three of their debates, which was a great 
achievement, especially considering many of 
the students from other schools were older 
and had much more experience. 

The students should all be very proud of themselves;  
there are definitely some potential future politicians 

amongst them!

Year 8 – Live Performance of RSC 
Twelfth Night

8x3 were the lucky class chosen to get to take part in the  
Royal Shakespeare Company’s performance of Twelfth Night. 
As another Shakespeare comedy, this complemented their  
lessons about The Tempest and helped them to appreciate  
different ways and methods of approaching the perfor-
mance of a Shakespeare play whilst giving them insight into  

Year 7 – Poetry Competition 

This term, Year 7 students have been studying 
poetry, including creating their own poems. 
They have produced some exceptional pieces 
of work using some incredibly sophisticated 
poetic techniques. As a result, the English De-
partment decided to create a Year 7 poetry 
competition - the winner will receive the title 
of “Bishop Challoner’s Poet Laureate” as well 
as an accompanying trophy engraved with 
the same title. We are incredibly excited to 
judge these pieces and also to announce the 
overall winner next week!

gender views in 
society, both past 
and present. Stu-
dents had the  
opportunity to lis-
ten to questions 
and answers with 
the cast and they 
learnt more about 
stagecraft at the 
same time. This 
was a highly valua-
ble opportunity for 
pupils to partake in 
the performance of 
canonical works.
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Open Learning Centre

We are looking forward to celebrating the good work of the Library Monitors with a Party next week. Most are 
year 7 students and we hope they will continue to help next year, supporting the OLC and welcoming new year 7 
Library Monitors.

The OLC has been used widely by various school teams. Next week, it will host an exhibition, and Student Voice, 
where the students can ask questions of Mr McEvoy. 
After the final game has been played, the football table will be packed away for another year with £16 raised for St 
Basils. In addition students have been enjoying some board games including Boggle, Triominos and Taboo. 

Although the summer holidays always seem to go so quickly, there will be plenty of opportunities for reading a 
book or two. Students can borrow books from the school library, and/or they can join a local library and borrow a 
book, an ebook or an audiobook. Its free, can be done anytime, anywhere (almost) and it is good for health and 
wellbeing. 

Have a great summer and Happy Reading.

English
Key skills to develop over the summer 
holidays

Many students are slow at reading and have difficulty understanding 
text because they have not become fluent readers through regular 
practice. Reading for pleasure develops reading fluency and compre-
hension, improves vocabulary and increases general knowledge. It 
also develops the skills needed for writing and problem solving skills. 
Just 20 minutes reading a day could have a significant impact on 
your child’s achievement.

Many students are slow at writing because they print, others have 
very untidy handwriting. Touch-typing is one of the most valuable 
skills you can learn. The benefits include speed and accuracy as well 
as time saved when writing and reduces tiredness. It helps you to fo-
cus on the content of what you are writing. It also gives you the op-
tion of correcting errors as they appear. Cutting and pasting allows 
you to organise the text better. Google ‘touch typing for kids’ to find 
free online courses. The skill can be mastered quite quickly and once 
learned, is never forgotten.

Students encounter large quantities of new vocabulary in their 
courses, particularly when listening to teachers. The ability to spell 
the words correctly in note-taking, for looking up in dictionaries and 
books and for searching on the internet, will significantly affect their 
academic achievement. Encourage your child to practise spelling com-
mon words and key subject words correctly.



KS3
Year 7

Year 7 Geographers have recently completed a 
unit of work whereby they have been investigat-
ing one of the world’s superpowers, China. The 
students were extremely engaged throughout the 
topic which enabled them to conduct group work 
to debate issues such as ‘The One Child Policy’ 
and evaluate geographical issues such as ‘Devel-
opment in Tibet’. The students demonstrated their 
geographical skills, knowledge and understanding 
in their P2 assessments. This was a fantastic op-
portunity for Year 7 to exhibit their learning so far 
and allowed them to explore different ways to re-
vise. This half term Year 7 have been learning about 
weather and climate. The students have been 
developing their understanding of what weather 
is and how it is measured. The students then 
used this to devise and perform their own 
weather forecasts. 

Geography

Year 8 

Year 8 this term have moved on to explore the 
diverse country of Brazil. The unit allows Year 
8 to enquire into a wide range of geograph-
ical concepts. On the one hand students were 
able investigate the human geography within  
Brazil such as their culture and the wide  
disparity between living conditions and op-
portunities and on the other, students learnt 
about the physical environment such as the  
Amazon Rainforest and the Amazon River. The  
students’ curiosity was captivated through  
investigating the topic of deforestation within 
the rainforest, the damage it is causing, who it is  
impacting and why different stakeholders 
have varying opinions. This provided the stu-
dents with the opportunity to explore these  
geographical issues through role play and 
debate.
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Year 9

The Summer Term for Year 9 brought the conclusion of  
Natural Hazards. This topic was hugely engaging for the 
students and allowed them to evaluate why people con-
tinue to live in areas at risk of tectonic activity as well as  
compare and contrast disasters that have occurred in coun-
tries of varying levels of economic development. The students 
demonstrated their geographical skills, knowledge and under-
standing in their T2 assessments. This was a fantastic opportu-
nity for Year 9 to exhibit their learning so far and allowed them 
to explore different ways to revise in preparation for them  
beginning their GCSE subjects in September. 

This half term Year 9 used their enquiry skills in a unit of work 
surrounding cities and crime. The students showed great enthu-
siasm for the topic whereby they investigated crime in their local 
area, explained patterns of crime and suggested ways in which 
it can be reduced. The unit of work provides opportunities for a 
range of learning styles including enquiry based group work and 
report writing.
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KS4/5
Year 10

Year 10 recently travelled to Carding Mill Valley, Shropshire to 
investigate how the River Ashbrook changes as it flows down-
stream. The students got to see geographical features such as 
waterfalls, interlocking spurs and v-shaped valleys first hand. 
Along the 1.5 mile walk uphill to Light Spout waterfall, the stu-
dents collected measurements along the river analysing how 
it changes along its long and cross profile.

We would like to wish our Year 11 students every success on 
results day. We hope we have inspired a number of students 
to choose Geography at A Level next year

Year 12

Year 12 are getting ready for their residential trip to  
Osmington Bay, Dorset during the last week of term. The trip 
will be a great opportunity to try a range of different data  
collection techniques as well as a chance to see some of 
the UK’s beautiful coastal features such as Durdle Door and 
Lulworth Cove. 

@BCGeogDept

TWITTER:

Please follow us on @BCGeogDept. Here we will 
be sharing updates on the department and any 

relevant posts that we feel will be of benefit 
to our students. Next year we will be aiming 

to increase our number of student and parent 
followers.



History
History Big Quiz

On the 26th of June 12 top historians from Year 9 represented Bishop Challoner at the annual Big History Quiz 
event at the University of Birmingham. In competition with over twenty schools, they won first place and brought 
home the trophy for the school. It was a great experience for them all and affirmation that their hard work and 
enthusiasm for the subject was recognised. 
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Other Year groups have been making great progress this half term. 

Year 12

Year 12 have continued to make good pro-
gress in both the Modern Britain and Modern 
America course. They performed well in their 
recent mock examinations and have begun  
researching areas of interest for their Non-ex-
amined Assessment. The department is keen to  
organise an educational visit to America next 
summer.

Year 10

Year 10 have completed their study of  
Elizabethan England. Their focus and attitude  
going into Year 11 is for the most part very  
positive and expectations are high. In preparation 
for their Elizabethan England exam, all  students 
will be offered the opportunity to attend an ex-
am-busting workshop in Year 11 that combines 
a theatrical performance alongside advice for  
students on achieving within the exam. 

 Year 9

Year 9 have just completed the T2 exam on the causes of 
the Second World War. This assessment has been designed 
to test all mastery skills in History and embed key second-
ary concepts about change, continuity, significance essen-
tial for the new GCSE. Students did well with some of the 
work produced of a standard normally expected of an A 
level essay. Students are currently looking at the Cold War 
and its impact on the modern world. This should provide 
students with the context they need to achieve at GCSE 
History where they will study this as an examined unit. 

Year 8 

Since their T1 assessment earlier in the year, Year 8 have 
completed their depth study of the 19th Century with a 
fascinating unit on the Transatlantic Slave Trade. Students 
questioned how such an atrocity could have happened, 
as well as investigating the lives of slaves and the long 
road to abolition. Since then, students have been learn-
ing about World War One. They investigated the long and 
short term causes of war and then began their compara-
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HISTORY CLUBS

History Lego Club

Currently students in Year 8 have been 
attending a Lego club every Wednesday. 
They have been learning about World 
War One in lessons and through Lego 
club they are designing a stop-motion 
video of the Battle of the Somme. It has 
been a popular club where students have 
shown great dedication and enthusiasm. 
They will be presenting their stop-motion  
video at the end of the year.

tive study of life in the trenches and 
on the home front. As we progress 
towards the end of the year, stu-
dents will consider the Battle of the 
Somme as a turning point in the war 
and look at how the British man-
aged to turn failure into victory. To 
finish off, we will look at the end of 
the war and the Treaty of Versailles, 
in preparation for studying the im-
pacts of war at the start of Year 9.

Year 7

Year 7 have just completed the P2 exam on the power and challeng-
es facing the monarchy between 1066 and 1750. The assessment 
required them to embed historical knowledge and integrate unseen 
sources in order to practice skills necessary for GCSE. Students are 
currently looking at the English Civil War, the Romans and the signifi-
cance of the Black Death. They have enjoyed showcasing their knowl-
edge through activities such as acting out Charles I’s trial, creating 
posters for Black Death medicine and designing Roman cities.

History Film Club

Students from all the key stages have access to a History Film Club 
every Tuesday after school. The club is organised through the Into 
Film charity, which provides resources for students to learn through 
the medium of film. Students are encouraged to relax, enjoy some 
snacks and learn about History through the medium of film. The club 
has proved popular with Year 10 students in particular.



Mathematics
CLUBS
There are three main clubs that run 
through the maths department: My-
Maths drop-in, Gifted and Talented 
and Year 9 Young Leaders, all of which 
target Key Stage 3 students.

The MyMaths drop in (and gener-
al homework help) has been running 
on a Wednesday after school, with 
different maths teachers leading on 
the evening. It has provided invalu-
able support to many students from 
Year 7 to Year 10, and some use the 
support regularly. 

The Maths Gifted and Talented 
club has been running every Wednes-
day. At least half a dozen year 8 stu-
dents have attended every week, 
engaging in maths problems, games, 
quizzes and problem solving activi-
ties. They have been enthusiastic and 
have had great fun! This half term we 
are running some sessions aimed at 
encouraging more year 7 mathemati-
cians and hopefully they will take the 
opportunity to get involved now, and 
into next year.

The Year 9 Leaders successfully 
pulled off a ‘Christmaths’ event in 
December, and hosted local primary 
schools for the annual ‘Malympics’ 
event in late March. Malympics was 
a joint venture with the PE depart-
ment, which saw teams of students 
from Year 1 to Year 5 competing in 
Maths and PE related activities, led 
by our Year 9 maths and PE lead-
ers. Both events require Year 9 to 
plan, prepare and deliver activities 
for younger pupils to participate 
in, and enables our Year 9s to show 
team work, leadership and organisa-
tional skills. The events were a huge 
success, and Year 9 were fantastic 
ambassadors for the school. We are 
looking forward to next year already!

STUDENTS

Since March, there has still been a number of extra-curricular 
opportunities available for students, despite it coinciding with 
examination season, and there are still plenty more to come 
as we near the end of the year also!
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Bishop’s Got Talent

The Maths department held a showcase of KS3 maths skills as part of 
the ‘Bishop’s Got Talent’ programme on Friday break times. This in-
volved some very quick calculations with the aim of making 24 from 
4 given numbers. The knockout rounds were hotly contested and two 
Year 8 students made it through to the head to head final. Eventually, 
Eleanor H. pipped Joseph B. to take the title of BGT Maths 24 Champion. 
Congratulations to Ellie and all who took part!

UKMT Maths Challenge

We had some fantastic successes for the UK Mathematics Trust Junior 
Maths Challenge. In Year 8, 8 students achieved a bronze certificate, 8 
achieved a silver certificate and 3 students; William R., Finn M. and Oli-
ver C. achieved a gold certificate. In year 7, 5 achieved bronze, one silver 
and Jake P. achieved a very commendable gold. Oliver C. also qualified 
for the next stage of the competition - the UKMT Junior Kangaroo com-
petition - which took place in mid-June. We are awaiting results!
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ONE TO ONE REWARD TRIP

On Friday 29th June, the best performing students from 
our One to One programme participated in a reward 
trip. This was a trip in partnership with 1851 trust set up  
by the Olympic sailor Ben Ainslie. On the day, the  
students  participated in STEM activities that related  
to sailing to see practical applications of maths, science 
and engineering. They tested the different breaking 
points of materials, designed model boats before rigor-
ously testing them to see which could stand up to the 
strongest forces, and they also investigated which shapes 
of windmill blades could harness the most wind power. 
Finally, they gained the chance to participate in some sail-
ing, a new experience to most of them and one which 
they clearly enjoyed.

SAN Maths Challenge

On Tuesday 3rd July, Bishop Challoner will competed in 
this summer’s South Area Network Maths challenge, held 
at King Edwards Girls Camp Hill. 6 of the most talented 
students from Year 9, (Owen F., Ben C., Joe Q., Nathan B., 
Molly S., Pheobe H.) will be representing Bishop Challoner 
Catholic College and competing against students from all 
over the South Birmingham area. It will give the students 
a chance to practise the skills they have been learning in 
maths, in a competitive environment, with likeminded 
students from across the local area. 

TWITTER:

Please follow us on @BCMathsDept. 
Here we share updates on the department and 

any relevant posts that we feel will be of 
benefit to our students. 

@BCGMathsDept



Mathematics
PARIS

On Tuesday 3rd July, 40 Year 8 
and Year 9 students set off for 
Paris, on a Maths Study Tour. 
The students  spent 4 days and 
3 nights in Paris, and whilst 
there, they visited the Cité 
des Sciences et de l’Industrie, 
which is the largest Science 
museum in Europe and has a 
section devoted to mathemat-
ics. Students had the oppor-
tunity to experience some of 
the cultural aspects of France, 
including a tour of Paris, a Riv-
er Seine cruise and the oppor-
tunity to climb Montparnasse 
Tower. And no visit to Paris 
would be complete without 
heading to Disneyland, Paris! ;) 
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Other Events

Other events which have taken 
place since the last report:

STEM Conference for girls

(Thursday 8th March): A free trip 
which coincided with International 
Women’s Day and gave girls the op-
portunity to find out about careers 
in STEM. Mr Bloxidge took fourteen 
students from across Years 8 and 9 
for the morning.

Year 10 Maths Feast

(Friday 9th March): The Year 10 
Maths Feast was held at the Uni-
versity of Wolverhampton and was 
a competition which pitted four of 
our students against other schools. 
We came a respectable third place.

STEM Fair

(Monday 12th March): A joint ven-
ture with the science and technolo-
gy departments and in conjunction 
with national science week, some 
of our Year 7 students had the 
chance to develop their leadership 
skills and deliver some maths activ-
ities to a range of students from dif-
ferent primary schools.

Team Maths Challenge

(Y7 & Y8) (Friday 23rd March): Our 
four Year 7 and 8 students had a 
great time at this challenge, and 
we came third…. to last! It’s not all 
about winning though! ;) 



Media

The Media Studies department has 
had another eventful term. Year 11, 
12 and 13 have all completed their 
final examinations and we await 
some great results in August.

Some of the coursework pieces pro-
duced this year have been of excel-
lent quality. A few A and A* entries 
have been uploaded to the BC Me-
dia Department Youtube account 
to be showcased. They have also 
been entered to the WJEC Moving 
Image Awards – we will find out the 
nominees in the Autumn term, so 
we are eagerly awaiting the news! 

Click the image below to view our 
Youtube Channel.

The Arts Festival concluded in June with a Photoshop-tastic day with 
year 5. They had already written a children’s book and now was the 
time to design the front and back cover. 

Year 5 spent all day in the media suite deigning fonts for the written text 
and writing their blurbs. They were fantastic and we cannot wait to see 
the end results!
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Photoshoot

Year 12 students took part in a  
Photo shoot trip in early June 
for their coursework. Those who  
attended were aiming to recre-
ate music magazine style fashion
 shoots.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeZYD3XtsauCowKyzMKMfuQ/feed
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bnTRkPQg4Eo&index=4&list=PLvkgJYGqyGdVZIjIefh3Lbk_ZDzj0610k
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6yCz8HpaUtUK1mohB4uOdg?view_as=subscriber


36

French Department -
Normandy Trip 2018

From the 25th to 29th June 25  
pupils from Year 8 visited Norman-
dy. As well as a trip to a traditional 
market to buy food for lunch and 
a visit to the striking Mont Saint 
Michel. Pupils also completed trav-
el logs in French to reinforce the 
work that they have covered this 
year in class.

MFL

Pupils pictured writing travelogues about the trip.

Other activities during the trip included an opportunity to see the world 
famous Bayeux tapestry and learn the story of William the Conqueror. 
As the region is so rich in history, the pupils also visited the American  
Cemetery and learnt about the amazing feat of engineering that was  
Mulberry harbour constructed at Arromanches, which played a  
pivotal role in the success of the Normandy landings during the Second 
World War.

At our accommodation, pupils rolled their own pizza bases under the  
watchful eye of Madame, before asking for their choice of toppings  
and delivering them to Monsieur who baked them in an outdoor wood 
fired pizza oven.

Our final full day was spent at 
the Astérix theme park where 
pupils had a chance to cool 
down on the water rides and en-
joy some well-earned free time.

Walking through the preserved 
WW1 trenches at Vimy

Pupils pause for reflection under the statue of 
Mary at the Canadain memorial at Vimy



PHSE & Citizenship

Year 7 Citizenship 

This term students have been learning about 
a global campaign called Send My Friend to 
School. The premise of the campaign is to  
ensure young people across the globe are 
provided with equal education opportuni-
ties and achieve their full potential. Some of 
the statistics year 7 have studied highlight 
the many reasons why young people do not  
go to school and help build a sense of com-
passion and gratitude within our students.  
After learning about the state of global edu-
cation all classes have produced posters and 
speeches aimed at encouraging MPs to do  
more to tackle this lack of global equality.  
Students are preparing to present their work to 
our local MP when they come back to school in 
September. 
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Year 8 Citizenship 

Throughout this term, students have studied a breadth 
of topics including the criminal justice system, financial 
education and careers development. Most significantly, 
though, all our year 8 students have participated in the 
Civic Society Next Generation Award. This award encour-
ages students to tackle big issues in their community by 
creating a social action campaign. Students have a fic-
tional budget of £1500, they prepare presentations to 
present to the Civic Society in order to try to win a £1500 
prize so they can make their dream a reality. A range of 
social action topics selected by students include tack-
ling knife crime; creating better mental health support  
systems; befriending the elderly and stepping out for 
childhood obesity. Year 8 should be exceptionally proud 
of their hard work and dedication to these projects.  

Year 9 Citizenship

This term in year 9, students have been engaging with  
career and aspirations education. Every class have 
completed a careers booklet that helps them to reflect  
upon their skills and interests in order to help them  
understand possible career paths. Students have devel-
oped their understanding of the range of skills and jobs 
available to them, they have also looked at different 
routes into careers and contemplated what they need to 
be successful in their future. 

Personal Tutor & School Council

The students have driven Personal Tutor time this term; they have picked the topics and the ways 
in which they were approached as well as which resources they would use. Students have looked at  
moral dilemmas associated with organised sports like the World Cup; they have considered the poor role  

models in TV shows like Love Island; 
they have completed brain teasers on 
current affairs etc. This term the first  
full-school review of Personal Tu-
tor time took place in order to en-
sure the delivery of resources was  
constructive and consistent, the review 
found that teachers are putting a lot of ef-
fort into engaging our students every week 
and covering the PSHE issues confident-
ly despite it not being their core-subjects. 
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This year our School Council groups requested the oppor-
tunity to increase the number of students that are able to  
get involved with Council Q&A sessions; in order to make this 
request happen, for the first time ever we held a Q&A our  
Senior Leadership Team meeting. During breaktime students 
had the opportunity to pose questions to some of the school 
Senior Leadership Team, questions such as “Why can we not 
leave class to fill up our water bottles?”, “Why do we follow 
a one-way system in school corridors?” and “What do leaders 
like yourself do when you are not teaching?”  were asked. Next 
year we look forward to seeing more student voice engagement  
with regular forums for students to discuss their school  
leadership.

Student Rewards 

This term we have had a whole host of student rewards in-
cluding a very large number of praise postcards posted; a 
raffle for year 11 that gave students the opportunity to win 
gift-cards based on their effort and attainment; and sev-
eral reward trips. Year 7 have visited Rock Up (a local rock 
climbing centre) after being selected for the trip based 
on the number of signatures they have achieved on their 
Commit to Character pages. Several Year 8 won free ad-
mittence to their school disco and 8BON won the attend-
ance bowling trip in the Acocks Green Bowl. This year our 
year 9 cohort have had many opportunities to demonstrate 
their full potential in terms of effort, attendance, commit-
ment to the Year of Service and dedication to their stud-
ies, this has led to the largest number of praise postcards 
and students on reward trips coming from this year group. 

The plans for 2018-2019 reward trips are still being fi-
nalised using feedback from students about how they 
would like their reward systems to run. Look out for a Stu-
dent Rewards update in the September BC14 newsletter



PHSE
Character Week

The 9th of July was the start of the 
second Character Week here at Chal-
loner. Last year for the first time we 
trialled taking all students off timetable 
for a week of character development 
and celebration. Following the success 
and exceptionally positive feedback 
from staff and students the week was 
planned to enhance the opportunities 
of our students. 

The week began with three days 
off-timetable where all students en-
gaged in workshops covering any num-
ber of topics including: relationships; 
knife crime; healthy lifestyles; money 
matters; career aspirations; gratitude; 
global responsibilities etc. The three 
days was followed with the celebration 
of Drayton Manor and reflections on 
one’s targets during Parent Consulta-
tion Day. 

39
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The week involved visitors from 
across the country including: a sing-
er who performed and spoke to the 
students about issues to do with 
bullying; medical students from Bir-
mingham University leading a ca-
reers workshop; a knife crime lesson 
promoting the Crime Stoppers cam-
paign Fearless; assemblies lead by 
the White Ribbon Association and 
many many more. 

The student feedback surveys evi-
denced that 100% of students be-
lieve the week is valuable in learning 
about topics not assessed in usual 
lessons which is a great reflection 
of the hard work our staff and visi-
tors put into making the week an 
exceptional opportunity to learn 
about Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic issues that are often not 
covered in assessed subjects. 
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This term has been focussed on preparing our 
students for their public examinations and 
our Year 11 BTEC Performing Arts group kicked 
off the first of our practical examinations with 
their individual performances for Unit 1 of 
their course.  This unit is entitled Showcase and  
students have to prepare individual performanc-
es which specialise in singing, dancing or come-
dic acting.  For students only in Year 11, this is 
quite an undertaking and our students prepared 
their individual showcases for weeks before they  
were finally performed on 2nd May.   
Miss Williams and Mrs Choudhury were  
extremely impressed with the students’  
dedication and commitment during  
rehearsals, as well as the professionalism they  
displayed on the day of the performances.  
Particularly noticeable was the development 
shown by all students from the start of the  
course in September 2016.  We hope the  
examiners at Pearson award the marks we think 
they deserve!

As the year 2017 – 2018 has been the official Year of Ser-
vice, our department takes this as service to others by 
sharing our skills and talents, therefore our Bishop’s Got 
Talent library performance schedule has been packed this 
term, with a number of different events being put on by 
students from a range of departments within the school.  
Music and Performing Arts has obviously contributed to 
the overall programme with two performances this term.  

On 30th April, our wonderful Steel Pan groups took to the 
stage to wow the audience with their skills.  Groups with 
students from Years 7 – 11 played, with the Year 11 group 
giving their final performance after 5 years of playing  
together at Bishop Challoner.  We would like  
to thank  Shaniyah M., Finley H., Felicia C. and  
Akeidad B. for their commitment to lessons and  
for all the great performances they have given  
to our whole school community throughout their time at 
Bishop Challoner; we hope our current Year 7 group will 
still be playing together when they are in Year 11!
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The final BGT event of the term took place on 5th July 
and proved to be a first for the BGT calendar as our mu-
sicians brought their music to the people, setting up their  
equipment in the quad to use as an open-air performance 
space.  Headlining the ‘gig’ was a Year 7 duo featuring  
Gabriel H. and Tom C.  These two students have been  
working hard together all year on their own material, as 
well as covering music by famous artists and they certain-
ly wowed the crowds with their singing and guitar playing  
skills.

In addition to this, our new Year 9 band which has organical-
ly evolved this year, lead by guitar teacher Mr Byrchmore, 
made their debut performance!    Harry M., Caitlyn U.,  
Emelia W. and Jorja C. performed Don’t by Ed Sheeran and 
our Headteacher, Mr McEvoy, was so impressed by their 
sound check he came out of his office to listen!  It was so  
lovely to see our talented students playing for their peers 
 and we would like to congratulate them on the first  
ever outdoor BGT event.  Hopefully, many more will follow 
in years to come!

Click on the image to 
view the video.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeZYD3XtsauCowKyzMKMfuQ/feed
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bnTRkPQg4Eo&index=4&list=PLvkgJYGqyGdVZIjIefh3Lbk_ZDzj0610k
https://twitter.com/i/status/1014815366449651712
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Ensemble playing experiences are so important to our young musicians and this has been shown this year  
with the creation of our new BC Band.  This ensemble meets on a Thursday morning before school and  
the band made their debut performance at the Winter Soiree in December 2017.  The band consists of a  
number of brass players, guitarists, clarinets, piano and percussion.  All students have religiously  
attended rehearsals and  the improvement seen by the whole group throughout the course of the  
year has been amazing.  This term we have been working on Glenn Miller’s big band classic In The Mood  
and hope to perform it to an audience soon!

Instrumental lessons and, in-
deed, our alliance with Bir-
mingham Music Service bring 
so many wonderful opportu-
nities to our young people and 
an example of this was seen 
on 10th July when our Steel 
Pan groups were invited to 
perform at the Youth Proms 
at Symphony Hall.  This was 
a huge honour and we were 
delighted to have been given 
this opportunity.  The students 
will give two performances 
throughout the course of the 
evening and we are certain 
they will show themselves 
to be a true credit to Bishop 
Challoner.  A huge congratula-
tions to all students who took 
part; we are so proud of you!
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We are extremely keen to develop links with our feeder primary 
schools and it is in this way we hosted our second ‘Primary School 
Showcase’. Following the success of the event last year, Mrs Choudhury 
worked with staff from Primary schools this year to plan an event which 
will see students from all of the primary schools, as well as Bishop  
Challoner, put on a concert for parents, carers and staff, involving a 
range of students from across the different schools.  Students from 
St. Dunstan’s, St. John and Monica, St. Jude’s and St. Mary’s arrived 

Drama Club has continued to meet 
regularly on a Monday afternoon to 
explore the play ‘Sparkleshark’ by  
Philip Ridley. Its specific audience is 
aimed at young teenagers and looks 
at issues such as friendships, rela-
tionships and our place in society.  
Jake is a writer and although he is 
on ‘red alert’ for being a geek to the 
others, they discover his compas-
sion and understanding of the human  
race through his fictional stories. 
The play is set on a London high rise  
rooftop and has elements of both  
humour and pathos. The group have 
loved being part of an ensemble  
and being able to multi role the  
different parts. They hope to perform a 
section of it for a BGT event in the au-
tumn term.

at Bishop Challoner on the afternoon 
of 17th July ready to perform on their 
various instruments, as well as a giant 
choir comprising students from every 
school singing a song which was es-
pecially composed for the occasion by 
Bishop Challoner’s A Level musicians.  
The song was entitled ‘Believe in Your-
self’ and the themes were self- confi-
dence, self-belief and being proud of 
who you are. Mrs Choudhury and the A 
level students (Nia C., Dan K. and Lana 
M.) held singing and lyric writing work-
shops at Bishop Challoner for each Pri-
mary school and then used their ideas 
as inspiration for the final song which 
was written and recorded in just un-
der a week!  The team then visited all 
Primary Schools to teach the song to 
the children in the various choirs pri-
or to the concert; they then all came 
together on the day of the concert to 
celebrate the fabulous musical talents 
of the young people in each school 
community.  It was a joyous concert 
which provided a fitting musical end to 
the school year.  
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Since April, pupils have continued to experience a broad and balanced Physical Education curriculum.  
The focus continues to be on pupils developing their fundamental core skills, understanding and  
knowledge within a wide range of traditional and non-traditional activities. Last 
term we had a significant focus on Athletics (jumping, throwing, running) in prepa-
ration for sports day, Striking and Fielding (Cricket, Rounder’s, Baseball), Net and 
Wall activities (Badminton, Volleyball) and Invasion games (Handball, Gaelic Football,  
Basketball, Rugby). For our year 9 pupils, we continued our theoretical lessons to continue to  
develop their knowledge of Health, Fitness and Exercise. These lessons continue to be successful and  
have given pupils a ‘taster session’ of what examination Physical Education consists of. We are  
now looking to introduce theoretical lessons across key stage 3 so that pupils can expand their  
knowledge of components of fitness, health and exercise.

Nature Valley 2018

It was another hugely successful trial  
process for the now ‘Nature Val-
ley International Women’s Tennis 
Tournament’. From over 150 stu-
dents to trial, we eventually took 
70 students (10 teams) to Ball  
Crew for the tournament that 
began on Saturday 15th June 
and concluded on Sunday 24th 
June 2018. After a brilliant  
6 days, we decided on the best 24  
students (3 teams) to pro-
gress onto being the Ball 
Crew for the Quarters, Semi’s  
and the Final itself which took 
place on Sunday 24th June. 
Throughout the whole tour-
nament the students did the  
school proud with tournament offi-
cials, staff and members of the public all  
complementing the over-
all quality of the students and 
how polite and well-mannered 
they were. A great window on  
the students at the school. All 
students involved should be 
proud of their hard work, com-
mitment, determination and  
resilience throughout this week. 
They have shown that they are a 
credit to themselves and the school. 
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We would like to thank all of those students who represented the school at the tournament, attended trials  
and training sessions this year; all students contributed to the overall quality that was showcased.  
We would encourage all students to re-trial next year! 

Sports Day 2018

Sports day, organised and led by Mr Noone, 
has once again been a huge success and a 
great window on the pupils and staff that are 
part of our Bishop Challoner community. A 
massive thank you to all the staff that helped 
prior or during the day, it could not be done 
without you! The events on the day included; 
100m, 200m and 400m races, high, triple and 
long jump, discus, shotput, javelin and also 
relay races. The special events included welly 
wanging, a sack race and tug of war. All of 
the events were a huge success with the pu-
pils; giving them opportunities to showcase 
all the key skills and techniques that they 
have developed within curriculum time. On 
the day, some fantastic performances were 
witnessed – Tadhg P smashing the record 
for high jump, Djibril W with his long jump, 
Meliyah B breaking the javelin record, Rosina 
O with her fantastic performance, the girls’ 
relay races and Mr Moon and Miss Hampson 
with their exceptional commentary skills! It 
is fair to say that Sports Day 2018 was a huge 
success filled with enjoyment, laughs and 
record-breaking performances. Well done 
to all those involved, you are a credit to the 
school. Lastly, the overall winners of sports 
day was MAC! Congratulations all!
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Dom Cunningham Visit

We were honoured to have past pupil and 
Commonwealth medallist in Gymnastics, 
Dom Cunningham, visit us at school. Dom 
gave a speech about ‘reaching our full po-
tential’ – our school motto and inspired 
pupils to the idea that anything is possible 
with commitment and hard work. Dom also 
visited pupils in lessons and spent the day 
back in his old school. The picture shows 
Dom particularly enjoying Year 7 in their 
science class doing experiments.

PGL Netball

31 girls from year 7-10 went to PGL  
Liddington to take part in either a week-
end full of netball games or football de-
velopment sessions. All gave 100% effort 
in training and competitions. They also 
had time to enjoy different activities such 
as the giant swing, abseiling, zip wiring  
and aero ball.  It was a fabulous,  
fun-filled, sporting weekend; the girls were 
wonderful, a credit to themselves and the 
school. With the added bonus of getting to 
meet and have a selfie with England Net-
ball’s very own Eboni! A special mention to 
the year 7 team for receiving bronze, con-
gratulations to them!

Another International Sports  
Person?

Year 7 International horse riding success
BC are proud to recognise the success of Evie L. from 
Year 7 in horse riding. The incredible hours of training 
she puts in outside of her studies, and her achieve-
ments at International level is truly amazing. But sure-
ly better to hear from Evie herself? Here is a copy of 
an interview with her Head of Year Miss Hampson …

How long have you been horse riding for? I have been 
riding for 6 years. 
What is your biggest achievement to date? It was 
when my team came 1st for tack and turnout at an 
international competition. 

What do you enjoy the most about riding? I like learn-
ing new skills and developing my knowledge to a higher 
level. 
What responsibilities does it bring?  I am at the stables 
5-6 times a week working on weekends from 8am – 6pm 
so it is a big commitment. 

What are your aims 
for the future?  
I hope to own   
double the amount 
of rosettes by this 
time next year! 

I feel honoured that 
the school care 
about my riding. 
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PORTO (Football Development) 2018 It was another successful KS3 Boys Football  
Development Tour this year returning to Porto, 
Portugal. 40 students embarked on the trip and 
all of them thoroughly enjoyed all aspects. Some 
particular highlights were witnessing live the 
FC Porto vs Vitoria Setubal match at the Dragon  
Stadium; being coached by official FC Porto  
academy coaches, competing in 3x friendly match-
es against FC Dragon Force (FC Porto’s develop-
ment Football team) and visiting the famously  
scenic Porto City centre.

A great trip enjoyed by students and staff alike. 
Next year we look forward to taking both Boys and 
Girls upon a tour to Gibraltar potentially or to con-
tinue the KS3 Boys Football Development Tour this 
time to Milan.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR 2018

Our broad extra-curricular programme 
continues to find success with outstanding 
commitment from both staff and pupils 
who consistently attend a variety of clubs 
on offer. The programme has changed 
slightly with an updated version found on 
our PE Twitter page. We have started of-
fering Cricket on a Wednesday with Miss 
Hunter / Mr Gunn leading with the support 
from qualified and enthusiastic coaches 
from Warwickshire Cricket. The club is ca-
tering for a variety of abilities and genders 
and has proven to be a real success. Addi-
tionally, Mr Gunn has also added Rugby to 
the programme and this is being run on a 
Thursday. On top of this, Miss Ball and Mr 
Ebrahim have continued to run a Volleyball 
club which has proven very popular with 
our pupils. 
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The club has found huge success and 
pupils are really improving their skills 
and techniques week in and week 
out. It is fantastic to see so many pu-
pils regularly attending extra-curric-
ular activities with Basketball, Foot-
ball and Volleyball being particular 
highlights! The programme is broad 
and inclusive, giving pupils opportu-
nities to get involved in Volleyball, 
Football, Cricket, Judo, Dodgeball, 
Table Tennis, Gymnastics, Handball, 
Tchoukball and Trampolining. A mas-
sive congratulations to Aira P., James 
P., Gabriel H., Allyssa M. and Adam G. 
for their commitment and consistent  
attendance to extra-curricular clubs. 
Other pupils to mention are Jamie 
S. who recently attended his first ex-
tra-curricular club and Patrick M. who 
has been attending our new Cricket 
Club.

FIXTURES 2018

The year 7 Basketball team had a fantastic regular season this year; winning all of their games except one with 
the likes of Queensbridge, Dame Elizabeth and St Georges being involved. The team then went on to make their 
first appearance in the NBA Jnr. League- bringing the top schools across the Birmingham (and the UK) together 
to compete nationally. The year 7 boys and girls team had a mixed-season; beating Birchensale Middle School 
and Sandwell whilst losing to Alcester Grammar and St Bedes Catholic Middle school. The team made it into the 
last 16 and into the play-offs but soon lost to John Henry Newman. Fantastic performances all round with the 
likes of Djibril, Nathaniel, Aira, Cassandra, Samuel, Jaydan, Gabriel, Jack and Tadhg. We’ll be back next year even 
stronger!

Basketball in school finished this year with the 
final two fixtures being between the year 7 boys 
team and the year 7 girls team where they ‘bat-
tled’ it out to gain bragging rights! The girls took 
the first game; showcasing their fantastic ability, 
teamwork and work ethic in a thrilling match-up. 
The final result for that game was 20-16 to the 
girls. However, after regrouping, the boys came 
back stronger and beat the girls’ team 6-0 in the 
second fixture with Nathaniel taking home the 
‘Player of the Match’ award with his dominating 
performance. Well done to everyone involved; 
it was a great end to the Basketball season at 
Bishop Challoner.
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Year 7 Girls basketball team have won all three 
of their games, by 20 points! They have played 
exceptionally well, demonstrating excellent skill 
but also team work. They have worked brilliantly 
together, demonstrating excellent sportsmanship 
throughout the games too. An additional con-
gratulations to Aira P. who received player of the 
match for all three games. 

The girls have won the league- beating St Pauls 
28-8! 

The year 10 girls also brought home silverware; 
beating Shenley in the Basketball finals and domi-
nating the game with fantastic performances from 
everyone! A huge congratulations to everyone in-
volved- a well-deserved victory and season.

Basketball in the sunshine

Year 7-9 boys played two very closely contested 
games on the new surface at St Georges School. 
The boys, as usual, represented their school  
brilliantly and performed excellently in both 
games. Year 9 boys won their game convincingly 
and our year 7 and 8 team lost a closely contested 
game. Stand out player this week was Ethan J.D. 
Well done boys.

The year 9 girls’ Basketball team have had a mixed 
season. They were matched up with 9 other teams 
in the league and the girls did brilliantly to win half 
of their fixtures. A special mention to Millie and 
Caroline who were awarded Player of the Match. 
The Key Stage 3 girls have also won the Basket-
ball School Games competition and will progress 
onto the next round. A fantastic achievement for a  
fantastic group of girls! 
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It has been another successful year for 
the Boys Football teams. None more 
so than for the Year 8 Boys who have 
managed to not only retain their league 
title this year, but to also secure their 
first Cup Final victory; beating Wheelers 
Lane 5-0 in the Final of the Kings Nor-
ton & South Birmingham Cup. I would 
like to thank F Douglas for captaining 
the side magnificently this year and to 
officially welcome D Tchantcho as the 
new captain of the team for the 2018-
2019 Year 9 campaign. 

The year 9 Football team also brought 
home silverware; winning the league ti-
tle this year after beating Priory 2-1 in 
the Semi-Finals and Wheelers Lane 3-2 
in the Finals! A huge congratulations 
to all those involved- a truly fantastic 
achievement!

The U16 girls have also had a fantastic season this year. They have gone all the way – beating Shenley  
in the West Midlands County Cup and brining home silverware! Congratulations to all the pupils involved- very 
well-deserved!
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This year, the Y7 & Y8 Tennis teams took part 
in two fixtures against both Archbishop IIs-
ley and King Edwards Sheldon Heath respec-
tively. The teams were extremely professional 
and managed to draw both matches. We await 
confirmation on whether or not we will pro-
gress to the knockout stages but the team are 
hopeful. If the team progress, they will attend a  
Final in late June/early July. I would like to thank 
all of those Boys who attended/competed; the 
overall level of quality in both matches was ex-
cellent and we look forward to competing against 
other schools again this time next year!

Year 7 and 8 boys won both their fixtures convincing 
against Archbishop Ilsley and King Edwards Shel-
don Heath before the May half term. This secured 
the boys first position in their local leagues. Stand 
out performances from Joshua H. The year 9 and 
10 Tennis team are having a mixed-season; beating 
Priory and Woodrush but losing to Camp Hill and 
Plantsbrook. The team is yet to play Sandwell and  
Archbishop Ilsley. 

The key stage 3 Tennis team also performed well 
at the tournament at Camp Hill. The group, made 
up of Ronan P, Joshua H and Finleigh, competed 
against the likes of Queensbridge, University of 
Birmingham School, Wheelers Lane and Camp 
Hill. The team did well, winning matches against 
Wheelers Lane and Queensbridge but coming up 
short against Wheelers Lane and Camp Hill. 

Excellent results in the Handball tournament. 
The likes of Ronan P, Korey S, James, S, Joseph C,  
Harry Mc, Sam R, and Christopher W., were fan-
tastic - beating Wheelers Lane and Small Heath 
School to finish first in the Handball tournament. 
They beat both opponents without conceding a 
single goal. They will now progress into the next 
round of the competition.

In the Swimming gala, with the likes of Erin, Tadgh 
P, Aidan I and Seth B involved, found huge success  
winning all the events for girls, boys and overall. 
The whole team took home 3 trophies and repre-
sented Bishop Challoner with fantastic attitudes, 
effort and resilience.

The U13 girls Cricket team was also fantastic this season- 
winning the tournament and becoming season champions! 
They now look forward to the next stage at Loughborough 
University. All the girls involved should be very proud- they 
have been a credit to themselves and the school!

Our FIRST ever golf team has started at Bishop Challoner! 
The team did well in their first fixture in the Catholic Part-
nership and we look forward to future successes in golf! 

Gaelic Football 
has also kicked off 
this term with the 
boys (pictured) 
kicking off against 
Cardinal Newman 
and getting the  
result!



Physical Education
53

DUKE OF EDINBURGH 2018 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award (DofE) is well 
under-away at Bishop Challoner with a vari-
ety of pupils and staff involved. This fantastic 
award gives our pupils opportunities to devel-
op / nurture their independence, teamwork 
and problem solving skills whilst giving them 
an awareness of the outdoors and a sense of 
community. This year we have taken 44 pupils 
to Blackwell court for their bronze practice 
expedition where they have had to showcase 
their map reading and orienteering skills as 
part of a team. A huge thank you to all the staff 
that gave up their weekend to support the ex-
pedition – it could not be done without you! 
We are now going to be completing our official 
bronze expedition in July 16th - 18th. ATHLETICS 2018 

Athletics is fast becoming one of our most popular 
sports to be involved in within the school with tri-
als now taking place each year to filter the existing 
talent we have at the school ready for competi-
tion/s. Both the Year 7 and Year 8 Boys/Girls teams 
attended the Local School Games event at Mose-
ley School on June 7th, with 3 teams successfully 
progressing through to the Birmingham School 
Games Finals that were staged at the Alexander 
Stadium on the 21st June. Even though we didn’t 
place at the finals it was a huge achievement by all 
involved. There were 8/9 other schools involved 
so to progress onto the finals shows some effort 
made by the students!

To celebrate and reward pupils 
who have been fantastic in Physical  
Education, we took 14 pupils to 
Pitch and Putt at Cannon Hill. This 
was part of the reward system we 
run in the department where pu-
pils who have been awarded ‘Man 
of the Moment’ and ‘Lady of the  
Lesson’ have opportunity to win a 
trip. 

Well done to all those involved.
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Year 6 Induction  

We have 199 year 6s joining us in September! As part of this transition, we run two induction days where 
pupils have the opportunity to settle in before September and experience ‘life’ in our Bishop Challoner 
community. In Physical Education, we ran taster sessions to give pupils an idea of what type of activities 
we cover in lessons and also discussed all the fantastic opportunities we have available in our broad and 
inclusive extra-curricular programme. Pupils really came out of their shell in Physical Education and we are 
looking forward to officially welcoming them in September. When pupils arrive in September, they will have 
the opportunity to experience a broad and balanced curriculum mixed with traditional and non-tradition-
al activities. This includes: Basketball, Football, Handball, Tennis, Cricket, Baseball, Rounder’s, Gymnastics, 
Dance, Rugby, Badminton, Table Tennis, Tchoukball, Fitness, Swimming and lots more!

WIMBLEDON

Wimbledon (Monday 2nd July) – “It was great to have the opportunity to take 32 of our very own Bishop  
Challoner Ball Crew to the opening day of Wimbledon on Monday 2nd July 2018. The Ball Crew students clear-
ly enjoyed the day and couldn’t help but compare themselves to the Ball Crew at Wimbledon. It was great to 
see Serena Williams on Court 1 as well as witnessing first-hand the huge serve from Milos Raonic! A great day  
spent with some very deserving Ball Crew students; their efforts a few weeks ago at the Edgbaston Classic clearly 
paying off here! Well done all.” 

RNLI Swim Safe

A group of Year 7s and 8s went to 
Swan Lake to take part in the RNLI 
Swim Safe programme. The pro-
gramme aims to develop pupils’ 
skills and confidence in open water 
scenarios. On a glorious sunny day 
the students donned their wetsuits 
and got in the water practising sur-
vival techniques and a few races. A 
great day was had by all. 
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Next Year
Condover Hall Residential 

We are planning a residential trip (Outdoor and Adventurous Ac-
tivities) in the next academic year. The residential will be held at 
Condover Hall Activity Centre which is located in the Shropshire 
countryside and is considered to have one of the most outstanding 
Elizabethan manor houses in England. The centre makes the perfect 
setting for our school residential; boasting a range of facilities such 
as high aerial treks, rope courses, on-site lakes, indoor swimming 
pools and much more. The transition from primary to secondary 
school can be a difficult time for some pupils. We have planned to 
run this residential to support our upcoming year 6 pupils and al-
low them to settle into their new surroundings and form friendship 
groups through physical activity and challenge. There will be more 
information to follow. 

Football Tour – Milan, Italy

Our yearly Football tour will continue in the next academic year. We 
have a few options available but we are currently looking at planning 
the Football tour to Milan, Italy. It will involve a tour of the world-
class stadium (San Siro), matches against local opposition, training 
sessions with professional coaches from either Inter or AC Milan and 
then the opportunity to watch a live football match. More informa-
tion will come out in September. 

Manchester Experience – Football Tour

We are also looking at planning a ‘Manchester Experience’ in the 
next academic year. This will involve travelling over to Manchester, 
touring the stadium (either Old Trafford or the Etihad), training ses-
sions with professional coaches and a live Football fixture involving 
either Manchester club.  There will be more information to follow. 

Duke of Edinburgh – Bronze and Silver
The fantastic Duke of Edinburgh continues next year as we run both 
the Bronze and Silver awards for both year 10 and 12 pupils. This 
fantastic opportunity is growing more and more popular each year 
which is very pleasing to see. We are really looking forward to run-
ning this award yet again as it gives pupils valuable life skills such as 
teamwork, independence and problem-solving. There will be more 
information to follow.

New Physical 
Education kit
We have launched our NEW Physical Ed-
ucation kit for 2018/2019! All new year 
7 pupils will be required to purchase 
the new style kit for September. If you 
are joining us in September, appropriate 
footwear will also be part of your Physical 
Education kit. No Air Maxes, Converses or 
Vans will be accepted as they do not offer 
the appropriate support. The trainers DO 
NOT need to be expensive, they just need 
to be the RIGHT trainers! 

If you are a current Bishop  
Challoner pupil, we will have 
a year of ‘transition’ and after 
this, we would expect that all 
pupils have the new style kit by  
September 2019. 
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The year has continued with some fantastic memories and highlights to share. As a depart-
ment we have so much more to look forward to. As the year continues, we will continue with 
Duke of Edinburgh, Tennis fixtures, Rounders’ and Athletics. On top of this, Man of the Moment 
/ Lady of the Lesson will continue throughout every lesson rewarding pupils and giving them the  
opportunity to be involved in exciting trips. 

@BCPEdepartment

All live updates of what is 
happening in our Physical 
Education department can 
be followed on our Twitter 
page @BCPEdepartment



Science
Since Easter the focus has 
been on assessments, wheth-
er that has been school exams 
for years 7, 9 and 10 or GCSE 
and A level exams for years 
11 and 13. We welcomed Mr 
Lindow to the department to 
replace Mrs Blake.  

Years 7 and 8 have been work-
ing through the Key Stage 3 
course, covering topics such 
as: reproduction, energy, ac-
ids and alkalis. An overview of 
the topics taught throughout 
years 7 and 8 can be found on 
the school website:

Click on Catholic College  
curriculum  science. 

Both years 9 and 10 are work-
ing through their GCSE cours-
es and rising to the demands 
of the more challenging work 
they are being taught. To see 
the content the pupils must 
know for their final exams you 
can click on their GCSE Spec-
ification link found in the Sci-
ence Key Stage 4 section on 
the school website.  

Even though it has been a busy 
time of year leading up to the 
public exams, staff have still 
found time to leave the class-
room and get involved with 
extracurricular activities.
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Salters’ Festival of Chemistry

On Tuesday 17th April Mrs Bown took a group of year 8 students to at-
tend the Salter’s Chemistry Festival at the University of Birmingham.  
During the day; Eleanor H., Joseph B., Malachy T. and Isabella B. carried 
out experiments in university labs and learnt about how Chemistry is 
applicable in the ‘real world’.  During the morning session they compet-
ed in the “Salter’s challenge” with students carrying out forensic style 
investigations.  The afternoon session was the “University Challenge” 
and students were required to use the experimental techniques they 
had learnt in the morning to identify different substances.  All of the stu-
dents thoroughly enjoyed this experience and the day was wrapped up 
with a fantastic “Chemical Magic” demonstration that had all audience 
members captivated.
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A Level biology

Miss Mayor has been busy organising trips for the 
year 12 biology pupils.

Year 12 Biologists visited Twycross Zoo to study 
how ecosystems are becoming sensitive through 
loss of habitat and to explore the factors that are 
contributing to animals becoming critically endan-
gered or extinct.  Through listening to a range of 
conservation talks and observing the animals, the 
Year 12s became more aware of the different con-
servation methods and approaches to conserve 
populations of organisms.  
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They also explored the new Chimpanzee enclosure 
‘Chimpanzee Eden’, where they watched the Chimpan-
zees’ playing, swinging and exploring their new home.  
The students thoroughly enjoyed the trip and were a 
great asset to the school!

Year 12 Field Trip to the Lickey Hills - 14th June 2018

Year 12 Biologists visited the Lickey Hills to carry out fieldwork for their A level Biology practical unit during the 
summer term.  The students used random sampling methods to determine the species diversity of a woodland 
and heathland.  The Year 12s used keys to identify the plant species and then used quadrats to sample both 
areas.  The students carried out fantastic fieldwork to compare these two habitats using Simpson’s index of 
diversity.  
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In the afternoon, the students meas-
ured the distribution and abundance of 
plants in the woodland habitat using an 
interrupted belt transect.  The students 
were fearless going into the woodland 
amongst the bramble and huge varie-
ty of plant species to sample the plants 
and canopy cover along the 30 metre 
transect.  The Year 12s completed their  
fieldwork by producing kite diagrams 
for each plant species.  All our students 
showed excellent fieldwork and inves-
tigative skills throughout the day.  They 
were an amazing window on the com-
mitment and diligence of our students at 
Bishop Challoner Catholic School.



Science

@BCSciDept
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A Level Chemistry

Mrs Shore arranged for Dr Ruth Patchett from the University of Warwick to visit one of the year 12 Chemistry 
groups to deliver the ‘Spectroscopy In a Suitcase’ session. The session enables pupils to run their own spectra us-
ing a suitcase-sized infra-red spectrometer. Being able to interpret infra-red spectra and results from a mass spec-
trometer are skills the students will need for their A Levels next summer. Having this hands-on experience proved 
very beneficial for all involved as they had to work hard to discover the structures of the compounds analysed.

Crest Award

Miss Start has been working with ten Year 12 students who have been 
taking part in an exciting project since January, working with pupils from 
local primary schools. The students were in two teams and each team 
planned their own scheme of lessons for primary school pupils, which 
they delivered to Year 5 pupils from a number of different local schools, 
during after school science club sessions in the spring term. The sixth 
formers did an excellent job of planning science lessons and delivering 
them confidently, including some exciting practicals! As a result of the 
project all students have compiled a written report, which has been sub-
mitted for a Silver Crest award. 
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Bishop Challoner School Games and 
PE & Sport Premium Programmes 2018 BCSGO

Youth Leadership

Bishop Challoner pupils from Y8 Pupils have also demonstrated their tennis leadership skills when they supported 
the Y3-4 and Y5-6 tennis competitions at Billesley Tennis Centre. They showed excellent dedication, enthusiasm 
and commitment and, once again, they were a real credit to school.

Introduction
Bishop Challoner Catholic College and Mr D. McDermott (School Games Organiser) continue their work with 38 
local primary, secondary and special schools through the School Games (SG) and PE and Sport Premium pro-
grammes to develop competitive sporting opportunities, leadership pathways and provide opportunities for the 
least active young people to increase their physical activity levels.

Competitive Sport
This has been another busy term and Mr McDermott has organised a wide range of competitive sporting oppor-
tunities for all the local schools. Well done to all schools who have entered our competitions and we wish the 
winners the best of luck in The Birmingham School Games Finals on July 12th and 13th. The table below lists the 
events we have organised since April and shows how busy we have been during the summer term.

@BCSGO

Social Media  -  You can follow all our work on Twitter @BCSGO 
where we over 860 followers.
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Year 13 Leavers’ service

A beautiful service took place in the Com-
mon Room on Friday 25th May.  Students 
led the service with readings and prayers.  
Tutors had obviously built up a great rela-
tionship with their forms, and some amus-
ing memories were shared.  The canteen 
provided a splendid “afternoon tea”, which 
was very much appreciated. 

Lourdes

A team of 9 Sixth formers, together (with 
2 younger students) took part in the pil-
grimage to Lourdes, organised by Tommy 
Rowan.  Each day they worked in the Ac-
ceuil, where pilgrims, requiring additional 
medical or physical assistance, were ac-
commodated.  They tirelessly worked long 
hours with the greatest of willingness and 
good humour and really were a credit to 
our Sixth Form, as they lived out the school 
Mission statement.    

University of Birmingham Open Day

All of Year 12, together with the some tutors and members of 
the sixth form team attended the Open Day at Birmingham on 
Friday 22nd June.  We were most impressed at the preparation 
many students had done, with the help of their tutors, to ensure 
that they got the most out of the day.  Many were extremely en-
thusiastic about the seminars and activities they had been able 
to participate in and, for many, it was their first experience of 
being at a university.

Sleep-out for St Basils

On 22nd June 16 students from years 12 and 13 and 4 members 
of staff “slept out” in the sixth form quad, with nothing but some 
old cardboard to shelter under.  This was a sponsored fund-rais-
er for St Basils, and also an awareness raising opportunity.  To 
date we have raised over £1300.  This is something we anticipate 
being an annual event



@BCCSix
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Year 12 Progression Week

All Year 12 spent last week taking part in  
activities, workshops and presenta-
tions, which will prepare them for 
their next steps.

Monday 26th - Careers Day

Students had talks in the morning and then completed a Careers 
Exploration lesson before attending a ‘Careers Speed Dating’ 
event in the afternoon, where a larger number of employees 
and representatives of different careers talked about their pro-
fessional lives and training.

Tuesday 27th - 
PSHE Day/Parable of the Talents

Students completed a series of PSHE workshops (Good Samari-
tan, Diversity, Healthy Relationships, Cooking for Healthy Eating, 
Stress Management), or took part in a Day of Service- working in 
local primary schools, assisting at Sports Day or working in the 
Goldsmiths Eco-Project. 
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Thursday 29th - PSHE Day/
Parable of the Talents

Students will completed a series of PSHE 
workshops (see Tuesday) or created a 
fundraising activity in their form groups. 

Friday 30th – UCAS, 
Work Experience 
Preparation and 
Celebration Event: 

In the morning, students registered on 
the UCAS site or the National Appren-
ticeship Service website. They also par-
ticipated in a Work Experience prepara-
tion workshop.  In the afternoon we had 
our subject awards, Spirit of the Sixth 
Form awards and the new Head Boy and 
Head Girl, (Conor H. and Pantea S.) were 
announced. 

All year 12 students returned for lessons 
on Monday June 5th, in preparation for 
year 13.  These lessons run for 4 weeks 
in total, interspersed with Progression 
Week and Work Experience Fortnight

Year 12 Work Experience 2nd - 13th July

Our students have secured very interesting opportunities, which 
are relevant to their career aspirations and/or plans for higher 
education.  We know, from highly complimentary reports that we 
have received, that they made a really good impression on their 
colleagues.    

Year 13 Focus Day 16th July

Year 12 returned on Monday 16th to  
take part in a morning of Personal State-
ment writing and an HE Fair.  This was a 
very successful morning and means that 
in September  our new Year 13 will be  
off to a great start,with their applications 
for university or apprenticeships well  
underway. 



@BCCSix
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Summer Schools 

We have many students than who have successfully 
gained places on university Summer schools again this 
year.  These are residential visits that enable students 
to get a real feel for university life and also take part in 
seminars and taster tutorials in the subjects they are 
considering studying.  Social events are also offered 
and students stay in university halls of residence.  Des-
tinations include prestigious universities such as Dur-
ham University, Exeter University and the University of 
Birmingham.  Ahlaam M. has secured a highly competi-
tive summer school at Yale University in the US.  

Year 13 Prom Thursday 5th July
This took place again at the beautiful Highbury Hall in Moseley.



BCTSA

Offering a range of leadership programmes, teacher support, internships 
and initial training, the teaching school team have had another varied 
and successful year.

Leadership Development and Teacher CPD

During this academic year, Teaching School has helped to train, develop and support over 700 teachers from 
schools across the Midlands on a diverse range of subjects. We have run nationally accredited courses including 
qualifications in Middle and Senior Leadership and are pleased to have been successful in receiving funding to 
deliver Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) Teacher Subject Specialism Training across Birmingham and the West 
Midlands. We have also used expertise from within our Alliance to create our own CPD programmes, which really 
respond to the training needs of teachers in our local schools.
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Bishop Challoner  
Teaching School Alliance

We have been working closely with partner 
schools in our Alliance and beyond to create new 
courses ready to run next term, including looking 
at more primary school focussed programmes. 
Supporting newly and recently qualified teach-
ers is more important than ever – developing 
and nurturing them during the early part of their 
journey will help grow and retain teaching staff. 
Our Secondary NQT programme proved to be as  
popular as ever and we look forward to seeing 
delegates progress through their careers.
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Bishop Challoner  
Teaching School Alliance
Celebration! Trainee Teacher 
successes in 2018

Our 42 School Direct Trainees have now completed 
their training year with huge success. Based within 
a number of our partner schools, with study days 
at University, it was great for all the trainee teach-
ers to come together for a celebration event at the 
end of June. Trainees, mentors, teachers and lec-
turers have all worked really hard to ensure all of 
them pass their training year and go on to secure 
their first jobs in their new careers.  Over 75% of 
our trainees will be working within one of our Alli-
ance schools, so this is a great way to successfully 
‘grow our own’ excellent teachers.

We will be recruiting new trainees for our  
Primary and Secondary School Direct programme 
in October 2018 ready to start in September 2019. 
Email us if you or someone you know would like 
to become a teacher at:

teachingschool@bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk

mailto:teachingschool%40bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk%0D?subject=Enquiry


BCTSA

Initiatives for encouraging Maths and Physics specialists into teaching

Future Teaching Scholars 

This national programme (FTS) recruits Sixth Formers who are about to start their degrees at University, and 
supports them throughout their studies and then into their teacher training year. The first cohort started the pro-
gramme in 2017, so are not only just completing their second year of a University degree in their chosen subject, 
but also completing their second year as Future Teaching Scholars! Spending time in the classrooms of Bishop 
Challoner and other schools in our Alliance, the young people also came together throughout the year for specific 
training days.  The second cohort are also progressing well through the programme and cohort three are about 
to start in September.

We are therefore approaching an exciting time, when our first cohort will be graduating and then entering the 
teaching profession in 2019.
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Bishop Challoner  
Teaching School Alliance

STEM Internships

Another national Department for  
Education funded programme, the 
STEM Internships, saw nearly 40 Uni-
versity Students of Physics, Maths 
and Engineering spend four weeks 
in our partner schools, experiencing 
what it was like to be a teacher. Their 
subject knowledge and enthusiasm 
really added to the students’ learn-
ing over these weeks and, at the end 
of their internship, over 70% of par-
ticipants said they would consider a  
career in teaching following graduation.



BCTSA

Contact us for more information: 
teachingschool@bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk

Tel: 0121 441 6175              Website: www.bctsa.org
@teaching_school
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Bishop Challoner  
Teaching School Alliance

BCTSA online!
We continue to market our courses through our website, so why not take a look at all 
the other things we do? www.bctsa.org We also have a busy Twitter page, so you can 
see what we are doing on a daily basis. @teaching_school – why not tweet us? You can 
also find us on Facebook and LinkedIn.

At Bishop Challoner Teaching School Alliance we are grateful for all the ‘word-of-
mouth’ promotion that goes on, especially around our School Direct Teacher Training 
programme. Parents, staff, community and students are all so important for getting 
the word out about what we do. 

http://bctsa.org
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FOBC

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/bishopchallonercatholiccollege/
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FOBC

@bc_friends

Match Funding?

https://www.bishopchalloner.org.uk/news/latest/2018-05-02-can-you-help-us-to-find-the-missing-piece


Chess at Challoner
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Chess at Challoner

@BCChess
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Competition Time
Get students writing over summer for a chance to win the Jacqueline Wilson 
Creative Writing Prize!

For storywriting inspiration, check out the brilliant winners of Nadia Shireen’s Me 
Myself and I competition. Also this month: football freebies and a very cheeky 
monkey!

https://www.penguin.co.uk/puffin/articles/competitions/the-jacqueline-wilson-creative-writing-prize-2018/
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We are Green!

Having gained a green flag this term, 
the second only in Birmingham, we are 
looking at new ways to improve and re-
duce the environmental impact that we 
have as a school. Using over 65,000 plas-
tic bottles on site each year due to the 
vast amount of single use plastic bottles 
the pupils bring to site, we are pleased 
to say that we have recycled 800kg of 
these. However, this is not enough. We 
need to reduce our plastic usage. NOW.

How can you help? Buy a reusable bot-
tle. They are £3. School branded and 
have a space for the pupil’s name. They 
are fully dishwasher safe and are BPA 
free (you should never reuse a ‘nor-
mal’ plastic bottle due to these harmful 
chemicals). Containing 500ml, they can 
be carried in pupil’s bags or blazer pock-
ets. There are water fountains at school 
which can be used to refill them. 

The bottles can be ordered on School 
Comms. Delivery will be in the sec-
ond week of the September term.

Drink Better: Choose the Greener, Healthier Way
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Other BC News
Uniform
Students are required to wear the 
standard uniform of blazer, tie, white/blue 
shirt with black straight leg school trousers 
(not skinny or boot cut) or girls can wear 
a knee length black school skirt. Girls are 
also reminded that if they choose to wear 
a skirt, then they should wear plain, black, 
opaque tights. Students are reminded that 
black leather school shoes should be worn 
and that trainers/trainer style shoes are 
forbidden.

Please note that school shoes must be kept 
completely black.  There are a number 
of styles, particularly for girls, currently 
in fashion with wood style soles.  These 
are not suitable for school.  School shoes 
should also be leather and not patent.

In order to complement the smart school 
uniform we insist that students’ hair is 
smart in appearance and that students 
do not have shaved/razored hair styles 
or lines/patterns shaved into the hair.  
Extreme changes of hair colour are also 
not permitted.  The final decision as 
to whether a particular haircut/style is 
appropriate is at the discretion of senior 
staff.

Make up, nail varnish and jewellery are 
not permitted, with the exception of one 
pair of plain gold stud earrings which may 
be worn by girls.

Mobile Phones
With most pupils in school now owning 
mobile phones for use to and from school, 
it is important that they are also not a 
distraction to study.  All students should 
hand mobile phones into the pastoral 
office for safe keeping and can collect them 
at the end of the school day.  Students 
found with mobile phones during lessons 
and around the school will have them 
confiscated and they will be returned at 

the discretion of senior staff/Heads of Year. 
In more persistent cases, phones may only 
be returned to parents/carers.

I know that you will, as always, support 
us in maintaining the smart appearance 
of your children and high standards of 
discipline, so that our focus in school can 
be on educational achievement.

Please continue to visit our website where you will find all the latest news and 
announcements.  Click on the image below to go to the website.

Latest News 

@BCChess

https://www.bishopchalloner.org.uk/
https://www.bishopchalloner.org.uk/


CALENDAR DATES
Friday 20 July Early finish - school will close at 12.40pm

Wednesday 5 September School reopens at 8.40am for Years 7, 11 and 13

Thursday 6 September School reopens for all students at 8.40am

@BishopChalloner

@BCChess

@bc_friends

@BCPEDepartment

@CentralMidSLP

@BCSocSciDept

@history_GCSEBC

@BCCSix

@teaching_school

@BCCCDesign

@CentralMathsHub

@BC_Chaplaincy

@BCSGO

@BCPAPA4

@BC_EnglishDept

@BCGeogDept
@BCCBio

@BCSciDept

@BCPAmusic

@BCMathsDept

LOVE TWITTER? SO DO 
WE, FOLLOW US AND 
SEE WHAT’S  
HAPPENING AT BC.
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Follow Us....
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