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School Prayer

Who am I God?

Why am I here?

What do you want me to do?

You made me special

to do something wonderful

in this life of mine.

Show me what I might be,

what I might do,

who I might help

And I’ll do it for you.

Amen



Dear Parent/Guardian

The Spring Term has concluded with a string of successes for a number of our students – firstly, the school has been jubilant 
to see Dom Cunningham represent GB at the recent Gymnastics World Championships in  
Birmingham (two of our Year 7 students were the flag bearers at the start of the Championships).  He now will travel to Aus-
tralia’s Gold Coast to compete in the Commonwealth Games.  

This is a huge success for Dom and his family – and we are basking in his reflected glory too!

• Then we have had repeated accolades for members of the Sixth Form:-
• Ibtisam – invited to the WE conference in London, in recognition of her voluntary work in India last summer.
• Ahlaam, Georgia, Melissa and Aaliya – these students travelled to Auschwitz and are now developing legacy projects.
• Ahlaam – first prize for Columban journalism competition.
• Francesca and Mary – first prize for the Columban video journalism.
• Jake – February work experience at the Office of Public Guardian.
• James and Myah – Building Birmingham Partnership HS2 College placements.
• Sophia and Jessica – University Summer School at Oxford (Medicine).
• Reem, Reesah and Elle – Aston Med School Programme
• Ahlaam – progressing towards a placement at Harvard or another Ivy League University.

The positive ‘vibe’ that permeated the school was further exemplified by the fantastic “Bishop’s Got Talent” event on 15th 
March 2018.  Incredible performances by our students won overwhelming praise from the packed audience and were truly 
inspiring and, also, a huge credit to all the students involved.  Clearly not only gifted young people but undoubtedly fully com-
mitted to rehearsals and practise: it was an absolute pleasure to witness.

The Year of Service is celebrated on the foyer ‘Wall’ with examples of numerous events where our students have shown great 
generosity of spirit.

The half-termly collections for St Chad’s Sanctuary continue to be well supported, underlining our commitment to support for 
asylum seekers.  This, and numerous other acts of selflessness by our students, reflect the depth of goodwill and social con-
science that exist within our community.

And the Lloyds Award winners for April is Debbie Hodge and Sam Clarke.  Well done to Debbie and Sam!

The end of term sees the workload mount for our examination groups in Year 11 and Post 16, we wish them and their 
teachers good luck in their preparations.  The new curriculum and associated assessments, are of an order never be-
fore experienced by students.  It is fair to say that there is an extremely high level of challenge.  First and foremost the 
school is here to support our young people and families, please liaise with Mrs McGowan or Miss Lazlo (Year 11) or the 
Sixth Form Team, led by Mrs Nutt, if you feel that you or your son/daughter need to discuss further the demands of public  
examinations.

You will no doubt be aware of the financial difficulties facing schools, Bishop Challoner is no exception.  Remaining solvent 
is an enormous challenge and it is only through the incredible commitment, ingenuity and immense skill of our staff that we 
continue to flourish.  I repeat my request from a previous newsletter of 8th February 2018 – if any parents/carers work for 
a company that has a corporate social responsibility fund then please contact the school.  We believe austerity to be an un-
necessary and unjust policy, it threatens the very fabric of our communities.  We will continue to be outward facing, to grow 
a school that offers inspiration and opportunity, a school that believes that investment in our young people is our duty.  The 
fight against austerity protects our children’s futures, if you are in a position to bring investment to the school then we would 
wish to hear from you!

Please take time to read through this newsletter – it tells the story of a great school, we are proud of the achievements of our 
young people.  It is a school that is worth the fight.

Wishing all our students, families, staff and governors a Happy and Holy Easter.

Yours sincerely

K McEvoy - Principal
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Spiritual Life
Welcome

What a busy spring term we have 
had over these last few weeks. Our 
Lenten preparation for Easter has 
been a key focus to the spiritual life 
of our students and staff.

We hope you enjoy reading 
about all the wonderful spiritual 
life events that have taken place 
this term. I would like to thank  
students, parents and staff for their 
continued support and energy for 
supporting Catholic life this term.

Wishing you a truly blessed Easter 
season.

God Bless,

Tommy Rowan
(Lay Chaplain)

Daily Prayer and  
Worship

During this term Canon Sean Grady 
from Our Lady of Lourdes has  
supported the school with Masses. 
We thank him for his support to the 
school. We have had a new priest 
chaplain appointed to the school, 
Fr. Mario Kurapati the Parish priest 
from St. Catherine of Sienna Church 
on Bristol Street. Fr. Mario will be 
taking up his post from after Easter, 
we look forward to welcoming him 
into our school community.

On Ash Wednesday each Year 
Group had an Ash Wednesday  
Service where they received ashes 
and thought about how they can 
fast, act and pray during the season 
of Lent.

Whole school 
Charity – 
St. Basil’s

On Wednesday 10th January  
during Personal Tutor time the  
students had a chance to explore 
local charities we could support for 
our Whole School Charity focus. 
The students had a choice between 
the Teenage Cancer trust and  
St. Basil’s. The students chose  
St. Basil’s.

St Basils works with young people 
aged 16-25 who are homeless or at 
risk of homelessness, helping over 
5000 young people per year across 
the West Midlands region. 

The whole school target for this 
year is :

£6000

Regular lunch time services and 
daily prayer led by Tommy and the 
chaplaincy team has become a  
natural part of school life this term 
and it seems the chapel is truly at 
the heart of our school for many 
students during this Lenten season. 
It has been very encouraging to see 
our older students embracing their 
leadership opportunities through 
their faith and worship. During Lent 
Tommy has sent collective worship 
PowerPoints’ for form tutors to lead 
with their forms. Each PowerPoint 
has had a Lenten Challenge for  
students to take part in. This has 
also been displayed in the school 
foyer and also on the chaplaincy 
twitter account each day.

Members of the “Legion of Mary” 
from St. Dunstan’s Parish have also 
visited on Thursday break time to 
lead students in a decade of the  
rosary. This has been very receptive 
by students
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Spiritual Life

If you have a 
fundraising ideas 
please see  
Tommy in the 
Chapel.

Assemblies

During the months of January and 
February all year groups were  
delivered launch assemblies to 
promote whole school aware-
ness of the following terms fund-
raising goals. Barrie Hodge from  
St. Basil’s spoke about the vital work 
that is carried out and how we can  
support the charity. Students were 
responsive to this charity

Student have been responsive 
already with:-

•  The Library team held a  
Table Top Sale on Tuesday  
13  February, raising £80.

•  The KS3 readathon has begun 
and sponsorship money is 
already starting to come in; 
sponsorship has already raised 
£800 to date. Thank you for all 
your support so far!

•  £850 also went to the charity 
from the non-uniform  
collections before half term.

•  Diana Award students have 
raised £50 from “Watch it 
Wednesday” which will run 
during a KS3 Lunch each 
Wednesday up until Easter.

4. Lourdes  
Fundraising–Quiz 
Night and St Patrick’s 
Ceili

On Friday 16th March the Lourdes 
team hosted their sixth Ceili dance 
for St Patrick’s at the Rowton  
Hotel in Digbeth. The “Burdock 
Band” led those in attendance in 
the Ceili dancing. It was a great  
success and lovely to see so many 
families and different generates 
of Irish coming together to cele-
brate the feast of St Patrick. The 
event sold over 150 tickets and we  
managed to raise £700 towards 
the Lourdes Pilgrimage. A special 
night was had by all! Thank you for 
all who supported the event and  
donated raffle prizes.
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Spiritual Life

Friday 20 April 

Lourdes Fundraising 
Quiz Night

On Friday 20th April the Lourdes 
team will be hosting a quiz night at 
Our Lady of Lourdes parish hall. 

The quiz nights are always great 
successes so join us in the parish 
hall from 7.30pm to raise money 
for the Lourdes pilgrimage.

5. St. Chad’s Sanctuary:

As a school we have continued to support St. Chad’s Sanctuary in 
the last week of each term. St. Chad’s Sanctuary is a voluntary project  
supported by St Chad’s Cathedral. It’s a place of welcome and hospitality for  
asylum seekers, refugees and immigrants. The sanctuary is in real need of  
donations of food, hygiene items and clothing especially at this time. The 
centre is based next to St Chad’s Cathedral in Birmingham and is run by 
volunteers.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the whole school effort of 
collecting for St. Chad’s Sanctuary. Several bags full were delivered to  
St. Chad’s Sanctuary on Thursday 15th February. Thank you to 7W1 who 
sorted the collections out and to the Year 8 student council who delivered 
the goods with Miss Grattidge.

Our Easter collection took place from Wednesday 14 March until Wednes-
day 28 March. The collections were delivered by the Year 7 council mem-
bers on Wednesday 28 March, where they also had a tour of the Sanctu-
ary. 

It was once again a phenomenal amount collected to helping those most 
in need. We’re very grateful for the continued support our community is 
giving to St. Chad’s Sanctuary.

5



Spiritual Life
6. Year 7 and Year 
9 help with Primary 
Chaplaincy:

On Wednesday 31st January,  
primary chaplaincy teams from  
St. Albans, St. Bernards, St. 
Judes and St. Martin De Porres  
visited Bishop Challoner for a  
retreat day. The day was expertly 
led by Chaplaincy team members 
of Year 7 and Year 9. The team led 
the primary students in the theme 
of the feast day Don Bosco who is 
the patron saint of youth. All had a 
very enjoyable day.

During Lent our Lay Chaplain Tom-
my has visited the Primary chap-
laincy teams of our Feeder primary 
schools. He has worked closely with 
the Chaplaincy teams to lead prayer 
services about Lent. The Primary 
chaplaincy teams have really em-
braced this opportunity to become 
leaders in their school. The Chap-
laincy team from Bishop Challoner 
has visited the primary chaplaincy 
teams to help with putting together 
prayer services and also to inspire 
the young people in the good work 
they are doing.
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Spiritual Life
7. Tea Parties:

Bishop Challoner Sixth Formers 
have continued with their  
fortnightly tea parties for senior  
parishioners. This has been a  
fantastic initiative for the 
young people to work with  
parishioners. The sixth formers  
provide tea, sandwiches, cakes, 
bingo and good fun.

Each tea party contains differ-
ent themes with recent themes 
being Valentines tea party and  
St. Patrick’s tea party.

The tea parties are a great  
opportunity for young people and 
senior people from our community 
to connect on a fortnightly basis. 

The senior people enjoy the  
company and the young people 
learn some great live skills from 
these events. Join us on a Wednes-
day fortnightly basis 2-4pm in the 
common room.

8. JP2 Award:

The John Paul the second award 
has been an excellent opportuni-
ty for our sixth formers to get in-
volved in School and Parish life. 
They have to do a number of hours 
parish work and a number of hours 
of social work. These young people 
have really got involved in parish 
and school events such as welcom-
ing people to Mass, giving out Lent 
fast day leaflets at Mass. They have 
played a key role in the Parish Tea 
parties and also in the Parish youth 
club. They have been involved 
in charity events in school such 
as Fairtrade fortnight chocolate 

9. Kenelm Youth Trust 
Applications:

Two sixth formers Alfie McMillan 
and Niamh Collins both applied for 
a gap year with the Kenelm Youth 
Trust. Alfie has had his interview 
for the Alton Castle team to which 
we’re delighted to announce he has 
been offered a place on the Alton 
Castle team for 2018/2019.

Whilst Niamh is interviewing for a 
place on the Soli team during the 
Easter holidays. We wish Niamh the 
best of luck with her interview.

sales. They have also been involved 
in the sacrament training of Holy  
Communion for those young  
people in the parish who don’t at-
tend a Catholic primary school. 
They have been involved in our 
Lourdes pilgrimage and our Lourdes 
Ceili nights.

On Friday 26th January, two 
sixth formers Niamh Collins and  
Katie McGowan received their John 
Paul the second Award. This award 
was given to the students for their  
involvement in parish and  
community life. Students either 
completed 40, 32 or 16 hours of 
service. The school is very proud of 
these students as they are among 
one of the first young people in Eng-
land to receive the award after it 
was launched over a year ago in the 
Birmingham Diocese after coming 
from Ireland where the award has 
been running for the past 10years. 

Well Done to our sixth 
formers for all their 
hard work.
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Spiritual Life
10. Diana Award:

Students from Year 8-10 have been 
taking part in the Diana Award. The 
students had to decide on which 
social action project they would 
support. The students voted on 
homelessness which links in nicely 
with our whole school charity of  
St. Basils. The students have been 
involved in fundraising efforts 
for St. Basils such as a cake sale,  
organised a non-uniform, TV  
Tuesdays, Soup week and are  
planning towards a Year 8 disco.

Well Done to the students and 
good luck with the rest of their  
fundraising efforts.

11. Uber Pillars:

14 students from 6th form, Year 10 
and 9 attended Uber Pillars which 
took place at St. Chad’s Cathedral 
on Wednesday 31st January. The 
evening was hosted by the Kenelm 
Youth Trust (Soli House, Alton Cas-
tle and Birmingham Catholic Youth 
Service) where they were led in ice-
breakers, praise and worship, an in-
put on the theme of the Feast Day 
St. John Bosco the Patron Saint of 
Youth.

An enjoyable evening was had by all 
who attended the event as it gave 
the young people a chance to meet 
young people from other schools.

12. Synod Day at  
Oscott College

Ten Year 12s took part in a  
diocesan wide schools event at  
Oscott College where the Birming-
ham Dioecse explored context 
for the Synod where Pope Francis 
wants to hear young people’s views 
of the church. 

The event was for young men and 
women from Years 11,12 and 13. 

The event was representative of 
the culturally diverse society that 
we belong to and that a range 
of views and standpoints can be  
gathered from young people. 
The day gave young people the  
opportunity to engage with the 
Church, to speak and to share their 
voice. 

It included a series of  
facilitated sessions and  
focussed activities of dialogue and  
engagement, aided by local 
and international inspiring and  
experienced contributors such as 

Jimmy Mitchell, including peer to 
peer discussion and discernment, 
workshops, presentations and use 
of new media technologies.

It was a great day for the young 
people of our diocese to share their 
views on the church.

@BC_Chaplaincy
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Religious Studies

KS3

Year 7

Y7 continued their excellent start  
to Religious Education and have  
applied themselves fully to the recent  
curriculum content.

Most recently, year 7 have been 
studying the big question ‘Why 
does the universe exist?’.  This  
allows students to consider the 
beauty and wonder of our universe 
and to reflect upon the gift of life. 

In this unit pupils are provided with 
the opportunity to explore religious 
views and scripture, alongside  
considering scientific opinions and 
non-religious views. 

During this topic students have  
explored issues such as;

• Why is there something 
rather than nothing? Causa-
tion argument

• Why is there something 
rather than nothing? Design 
argument

• How can something be true 
if it didn’t literally happen?  

• How do the two creation 
stories contradict? 

• What does ‘imageo dei’ 
mean for me and my  re-
sponsibilities? 

• How can one believe in sci-
ence and religion? 

• How should Catholic’s look 
after God’s creation? 

• Why does Pope Francis call us 
to be stewards of the world? (

During lessons activities have been 
designed to allow students to  
develop their skills of mastery 
in Religious Education. These 
skills are Enquire, contextualise,  
communicate, apply and evaluate.

Students are using a range of  
discussion, written work, crea-
tive work and teacher input to  
apply their subject knowledge to 
developing these mastery skills 
that are critical in the development 
of a philosophical thinker. 
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Religious Studies
Year 8
Y8 have recently completed 
their T1 assessments. The T1  
assessment was an extended 
piece of work that was aimed at  
stretching the full potential of our 
students. 

The focus of the assessment was 
to allow students to demonstrate 
their mastery skills in Religious  
Education. Therefore, students 
were assessed on 5 skills; enquire, 
contextualise, communicate, apply 
and evaluate and their feedback  
allowed them to see which of these 
areas were there strongest and 
where they have areas to develop. 

The content of the T1 was based 
on the topic of ‘Why do Christians 
suffer?’. During this topic students 
explored issues such as;

• What is the problem of evil? 
• How can freedom be good,  

dangerous and awful? 
• What is the free-will defence?
• What is St Augustine’s theo-

dicy? 
• Can suffering ever be good?  

(Irenaeus’s theodicy) 
• How does God work through  

people to end suffering? 
• What does the Old Testament 

teach about suffering? (Story 
of Job) 

• What does the New Testa-
ment teach about suffering? 
Temptation of Jesus)

• How should Christians  
respond to suffering? 

During this unit students were  
presented with the Christian views, 
the views of the secular world and 
were enabled to use a range of  
content to formulate their own 
views.

KS3Year 9 

Y9 have recently been working on 
the topic ‘What are the Christian 
beliefs on the value of life?

This unit is focused on develop-
ing their mastery skills in Religious 
Education in preparation for their 
forthcoming T2 assessment. This 
assessment will assess them on 
each of the key skills of Religious 
Education including; skills; enquire, 
contextualise, communicate, apply 
and evaluate.

The subject content of the topic 
focused on developing students  
understanding on the value and 
dignity of human life. Content in-
cluded…

• Is all life valuable?  (Imago 
Dei)

• What is the sanctity of life? 
• What is the nature of abor-

tion?
• What are Catholic teachings 

on abortion?
• What is the nature of eutha-

nasia? 
• What are Catholic teachings 

on euthanasia?
• How should Catholics re-

spond to poverty? 
• What do Catholics belief 

about animal rights?
• What is humanism and how 

does it differ to Catholicism?

• What should we learn from 
the Rwandan Genocide? 

Students have more recently com-
menced the topic ‘Does God exist?’
This unit will focus on developing 
their philosophical thinking skills 
through the exploration of Christian 
vies, philosophical views and athe-
istic opinions. Students will have 
opportunity to consider why a God 
who is all-loving, all – powerful and 
all-knowing would allow humans 
to suffer and how Christians might 
respond lovingly to the challenges 
posed by the problem of evil. 
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Religious Studies

KS4

Year 10

Year 10 are making excellent pro-
gress in their study of the new 
Religious Education specifica-
tion. The new specification is ex-
tremely demanding and we are 
very encouraged by how they are 
responding to these demands. 

This course is providing students 
with the opportunity to develop 
their skills in a number of areas 
such as;

• Develop knowledge and un-
derstanding of religions and 
non-religious beliefs, such as 
atheism and humanism

• Develop knowledge and 
understanding of religious 
beliefs, teachings, practices, 
and sources of wisdom and 
authority, including through 
their reading of key religious 
texts, other texts, and scrip-
tures of the religions they are 
studying.

• Develop ability to construct 
well-argued, well-informed,  
balanced and structured writ-
ten arguments, demonstrating 
their depth and breadth of 
understanding of the subject.

• Provide opportunities to engage with questions of belief, value 
meaning, purpose, truth, and their influence on human life

• Challenge students to reflect on and develop their own values, 
beliefs and attitudes in the light of what they have learnt and con-
tributes to their preparation for adult life in a pluralistic society and 
global community.

Currently students are completing their studies of the unit ‘Good and Evil’. 

This has included considering the following issues….

• Does evil mean there is no God?
• How can a Christian respond to evil?
• Why is The Incarnation important for Christians?
• What might an atheist say about the existence of evil?

This will then lead students into a study of Judaism, where students will 
explore the key features of the Jewish practices and beliefs.

Year 10 will complete a mock examination in June which will assess them 
on the content they have studied this year. This will be a key indicator 
towards predicting their grades for year 11 and a significant amount of 
class time will be devoted to revision and preparation to allow students 
every opportunity to be successful.

11
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Year 12 & 13

Year 12 students are continuing 
to develop their understanding 
of Philosophy and Ethics and are  
becoming more skilled in  
writing analytical, evaluative essays 
that deeply explore their levels of  
subject knowledge.

Students will begin the study of 
Christianity in the summer term, 
which will introduce them to key 
ideas of the Christian faith which 
they will be assessed on in their 
first examination in June 2019.

Students will sit a mock examina-
tion in the summer term which will 
be a key indicator of how they are 
developing in the subject. Students 
will receive clear revision materi-
al and guidance towards success 
in preparation for the mock to aid  
students towards a successful  
experience. 

Year 13 students are currently  
finalising the content for their  
exams that take place across June. 

Students will be assessed on the 
following areas….

Component 1: 
A Study of Christianity
Written examination: 2 hours
33⅓% of qualification
100 marks

Component 2: 
Philosophy of Religion
Written examination: 2 hours
33⅓% of qualification
100 marks

Component 3: 
Religion and Ethics
Written examination: 2 hours
33⅓% of qualification
100 marks

KS4/5
Year 11

Year 11 are in the final weeks of 
preparation for their GCSE exami-
nations which will take place during 
May. Students are currently finalis-
ing the final pieces of content and 
will then have a period of time in 
lessons to revise content and fine 
tune exam technique. 
Students will complete three ex-
aminations and it is important stu-
dents are aware of the content of 
each exam and revise the appropri-
ate content for each of the exams. 
Below is a breakdown of the three 
exams outlining the content they 
will be assessed on….

EXAM 1
Foundational Catholic Theology

Written examination: 1½ hours
37.5% of qualification
90 marks (plus 6 for spelling, 
punctuation and grammar)
For this component learners will 
study two themes:
Theme 1: Origins and Meaning
Theme 2: Good and Evil

EXAM 2
Applied Catholic Theology

Written examination: 1½ hours
37.5% of qualification
90 marks (plus 6 for spelling, 
punctuation and grammar)
For this component learners will 
study two themes:
Theme 3: Life and Death
Theme 4: Sin and Forgiveness

EXAM 3
Study of a World Faith: Judaism

Written examination: 1 hour
25% of qualification
60 marks

We wish year 13 students all the 
best as they prepare for these  
important exams and hope that 
the study of this subject will have  
developed critical skills that they 
can take forward with them into 
university or any alternative future 
destination. 

12



Art 
Year 7 

Year 7 have been exploring colour 
theory and creating three-dimen-
sional form within a ‘sweets and 
treats’ project. As artists at the  
beginning of their project, they 
were given a brief to create an  
artwork based on the Colour Wheel 
for homework. There was a range 
of different responses to the brief, 
including the following as pictured 
below. Nieve Jones (7y1) made 
an ‘allergy free taste full’ colour 
cake that the class then shared 
at the end of the lesson. We had 
many other cakes, as well as Skittle  
collages, a pillow, a doll’s dress 
– complete with hand stitched  
button details – and many more!

Year 7 have explored still life and 
observational recording through 
drawing, painting and sculpture. 
Students have worked with stick 
and ink, watercolour and salt dough 
sculptures – even drawing from first 
hand observation and then eating 
the subject matter. 

KS3
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Art 
Year 8

Year 8 students have recently  
completed their ‘collections and 
memories’ project for their T1  
assessments. Inspired by the  
artwork of Joseph Cornell, they 
created mixed media compositions 
focusing on dreams, memory or 
travel. This included creating small 
monoprints, drawings and vibrant 
paintings and arranging them to tell 
a story to the viewer. 

Year 8 have now continued their 
artistic journey into the ‘Architec-
ture and Perspective’ project. This 
has involved looking at different  
architecture styles across Birming-
ham, including Brutalist and Tudor. 

The students have began to sketch 
the Ikon Gallery and work with a 
variety materials, preparing for a 
painting and mixed media filled 
project which will include design-
ing our own architecture inspired  
artwork. 

Year 9

Year 9 entered the 20th century section of their journey through art histo-
ry, playing with action painting in the style of Jackson Pollock and creating 
Dada collages based on current affairs. They have enjoyed creating their 
own artworks from scratch, but continue to show promise when creating 
artist copies in a range of materials. 

From now on, Year 9 will be focusing on Pop Art, and the vibrant and fun 
artwork that comes with this artistic movement. They will be looking at 
how portraiture is studied in Art, and will even use themselves as inspira-
tion for final pieces later in the term. 
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Art 

Year 10

Year 10 have continued completing 
coursework, exploring themes of 
Natural Form or Architecture on a 
more individualised level –  discov-
ering their own artists and creating 
a exciting artworks using a range of 
materials, processes and surfaces. 

They have started to work on a larg-
er scale ready for their exam after 
Easter where students complete a 
‘final piece’ artwork encapsulating 
the strengths of their sketchbooks. 

KS4

Year 11

Year 11 are currently finalis-
ing work for their final GCSE  
project in Fine Art. Beginning with 
a theme (the most popular being 
‘Light and Dark’, and ‘In the news’)  
students have investigated different 
styles and artists’ work to create  
exciting, high quality and individu-
alised pieces. 

Students continue to impress 
with their skill level: this must be  
continued over Easter ready for 
their exam! 

Good luck, Year 11! 
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Art & Design
Year 13 

Fine Art Mock Responses
Year 13 never fail to amaze us 
with their artistic talent. They 
have recently produced respons-
es to their project theme in a 5 
hour controlled assessment and 
the final outcomes are impres-
sive. Subject themes include; Mr 
Fell, the renowned actor – John 
Hurt, family members and friends.  

Concepts range from an  
exploration of gender and  
emotions to contrast of light 
and family history. Students 
have been ambitious with their 
choice of material and scale opt-
ing to work on 8 x 4ft hardboard 
and plywood, perspex, sublima-
tion printed metal, old shirts and  
denim jackets.
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Art & Design Technology
Art Club

Art Club are a lively and talented 
group of artists who continue to  
attend every week on Wednesdays 
in A1. Recently, we have started 
making character sculptures using 
wire and modroc (a plaster and 
gauze mix). These will be painted 
in the style of our favourite book, 
anime or film characters – or even 
family members! 

Art Club also helped create a ban-
ner supporting ex-student Dom 
Cunningham at the Gymnastics 
Championships. 

If you are interested in getting  
involved, sign up with  
Miss Swingler in A1. 

Miss Swingler is also running a 
‘Dressmaking Club’ for particular 
members of Year 10 completing 
their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
Award. So far, they have created 
their own tie-dye fabric bunting 
and learnt a range of embroidery  
techniques which the students 
will use to up-cycle their existing  
wardrobe. Next step: creating 
simple clothing using patterns 
(and learning about bearings, of 
course!).
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Art & Design Technology
Cookery Club

Cookery club is now well  
established with regular attendees. 
The end of last term the students 
made Christmas cakes and they 
decorated them very skilfully. 

This term the aspiring cooks are 
concentrating on making products 
suitable for afternoon tea. 

They are practising skills in making 
scones, cupcakes, tray bakes and 
fancy sandwiches. Parents will be  
invited in for afternoon tea at the 
end of term to celebrate their 
achievements.
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Art & Design Technology

Key Stage Three

Students at key stage three are following a scheme of work that affords 
them with the basic skills and knowledge that prepares them for the  
requirements of a vocational GCSE in food and cookery at key stage four. 
It enables the students to learn about the basics of cookery and have to 
have a real understanding of how ingredients work. As well learning about 
safe and hygienic preparation of the cooking environment and ingredients, 
the students also learn about the importance of following recipes close-
ly to develop their competence and technical skills. With the increase in  
childhood obesity the students are investigating food labelling to help 
them to make informed choices when choosing foods. 

KS3

The Great Catholic 
School Bake off!

A team of four students involv-
ing one from year 7, Year 8, Year 9 
and Year 10 went to Cardinal New-
man Catholic School in Coventry 
to take part in the bake off. They  
participated in two challenges. 
The first, the “Technical Bake” 
where they had no idea what they 
were going to make and they had 
one hour to follow a basic recipe 
and produce a mystery technical 
bake. ‘Blind judging’ of the Tech-
nical Bake took place whilst teams 
move on to the ‘Show Stoppe’r 
where teams had to prepare, bake 
and decorate a two-tier cake. The 
cake could be whatever they chose 
but it had to be decorated with a  
“Catholic Theme”. They had just 
two hours to complete this task and 
they really rose to the challenge. 

Unfortunately, we did not win but 
the team must be congratulated for 
their determination and hard work.
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Art & Design Technology
Key stage four

Year 11 are now near completion of their second non-examination  
assessment (NEA). The NEA assesses the application of knowledge and 
understanding in relation to selecting dishes and identifying cooking 
skills/techniques and the execution of practical skills. The students had to 
plan, prepare and cook a selection of dishes to meet particular require-
ments. In this case either healthier menus for children or regional foods. 
They had three hours to produce their products and have to produce a  
folio of evidence to support their dish choices. 

KS4

Year 10

Y10 are currently working  
towards a ’Level 2 Certificate in Food  
and Cookery’. It is a vocation-
al qualification that suits the  
abilities of the students where 
there is a large emphasis on course-
work. The coursework element  
contains three units which afford the  
students many opportunities to 
practise and demonstrate their 
practical skills. Through practi-
cal work they will learn about the  
importance of a well written recipe. 

They are also investigating  
ingredients used and their  
function in the body as well as  
during the cooking process.  

Students are considering the  
impact of the sensory qualities of a 
finished dish if certain ingredients 
are omitted or changed.

20



Art & Design Technology
Textiles club

Textiles club have been working on 
a project inspired by the Australian 
artist Tiff Manuell. Tiff design and 
fabric paints her own fabric which 
she traps in plastic to create a range 
of bags, jewellery and clothing.

Textiles club have been very  
creative producing their own  
abstract fabrics and are starting 
to trap these in the plastic, which 
will become a range of bags from 
large shoppers to clutch purses.

Textiles Primary  
Workshops

A selection of Year 5 Pupils from 
our primary feeder schools will be 
visiting Bishop Challoner during 
the summer term to take part in a  
series of Textiles workshops. 
They will be working with young  
leaders from year 8 and 9 to  
produce an individual textiles  
banner based around the work 
of Artists, Betty Pepper and Jo-
seph Cornell. These artists use 
text, found objects and imagery to  
produce artworks. 

Pupils will use a range of  
techniques including sublimation 
printing, laser cutting, machine 
stitching and collaging to create a 
personal response.
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Art & Design

KS4
These images are the completed 
products produced by year 11 in 
Product Design this term. There 
is a variety of products being 
made including complex lighting  
products, completed with  
wooden lathe work, laser  
engraving and sublimation  
printed lampshades. The students 
have also produced engaging and 
creative children’s toys with a  
variety of wood joints, laser  
engraved components and  
electronic housing. They have 
also taken inspiration from design  
movements such as Art Deco 
to create stunning speaker sys-
tems, which allow the students to  
demonstrate quite complex wood 
working skills combined with  
soldering electronic circuits to  
create fully working speakers. The 
quality of work is truly outstanding!

KS4 Product Design

22



Computing & ICT

KS3
Year 7

The year 7 computing groups 
have been exploring the founda-
tions of practical programming 
through the means of block based 
coding. Through the lessons they 
have looked at both virtual and  
physical platforms such as code.
org and the BBC MicroBits. With 
the MicroBits pupils have been  
learning about how computer  
systems control physical  
devices in the real world 
such as traffic lights, toasters,  
kettles and even thermometers.

The BBC MicroBit

Year 8

The year 8 computing groups have 
been working on an exciting scheme 
of work which sees them designing 
and creating their own video games. 
In this process they have been dis-
covering the mechanics and pro-
gramming that goes on behind our 
favourite games and now have an 
insight into the mind set required 
to create the next big blockbuster! The style of games our year 8s are making

Year 9

The year 9 groups recently finished working with the MicroBits as a means 
of supporting and developing their knowledge of programming fundamen-
tals. In the last few weeks of the run up to Easter, year 9 groups have begun 
recapping topics from previous schemes of work in order to prepare for the 
T2 assessment in the summer. More information and resources will follow 
for the T2 assessment as we get closer to the assessment period but pupils 
are now being exposed to the topics again in order to begin preparation.
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Computing & ICT

KS4
Year 10

The year 10 computer science 
groups have recently completed 
two internal assessments for both 
aspects of the course. The results 
from these assessments are used 
to inform teaching for the com-
ing months and Mr Ravenscroft, 
Mr Ebrahim and Mr Khitab are ex-
tremely pleased with the progress 
that both groups have made. The 
assessments focused on a wide 
variety of topics, covering both 
of the units of the course. For ex-
ample, students have been learn-
ing about the inner workings of a 
computer system, mainly the CPU, 
RAM, ROM and secondary stor-
age. In their practical lessons with 
Mr Ravenscroft, they have been 
looking at algorithm design as well 
as existing algorithms designed 
for both sorting and searching.

The year 10 ICT groups are cur-
rently working towards the com-
pletion of the coursework aspect 
of the specification. Both groups 
are producing excellent work and 
some of the designs created, in-
dicate that students could have a 
bright future in the world of dig-
ital design. Moving forward they 
are going to be getting onto the 
topic of web design, something 
integral to both the coursework 
and exam element of the course.

KS5
Year 12

The year 12 group have spent  
a large part of spring term 2  
looking at databases. With  
Mr Ebrahim they have been 
looking at the theory behind  
relational databases and  
developed an understanding 
as to the wide spread use and  
importance of this data structures. 

With Mr Ravenscroft, they have 
developed their SQL coding ability, 
enabling them to setup their own 
relational databases with software 
and techniques used widely in  
industry.

Both topics of study have been  
assessed.  With the internal assess-
ments and the knowledge from  
these assessments will be used 
by both pupils and Mr Ebra-
him and Mr Ravenscroft to  
further develop the students’ 
knowledge of the topics.

Year 11

The year 11 computer science 
group are hard at work in prepa-
ration for their two exams in the 
summer. For this they have been 
completing whole mock papers, 
selected questions and recapping 
previously taught material to en-
sure that knowledge and under-
standing are there. Moving for-
ward they are going to continue 
to prepare for the exam both in 
lesson and hopefully as instructed, 
at home. We of course wish them 
every luck in both their preparation 
and performance for the exams.

Computer Science

EXAM DATES
Monday 14 May 2018 
J276-01 Exam - Computer  
Systems – 9:00am

Thursday 17 May 2018 
J276-02 Exam - Algorithms and 
Programming – 1:00pm

The year 11 ICT group are hard at 
work putting the finishing touch-
es to their coursework (counts for 
60% of the overall grade) and at the 
same time, preparing for the writ-
ten exam with Mr Ebrahim. Moving 
forward, coursework will be sub-
mitted at the highest grade possible 
for each student and exam prepa-
ration will continue and increase 
as we approach the exam date.

Computer Science

EXAM DATES
Monday 14 May 2018 
ICT Unit 1: Living in a Digital 
World – 9:00am
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Cultural Literacy
The group have continued to  
experience a number of cultural-
ly enriching activities which have 
deepened further their understand-
ing and appreciation of the world 
they live in, and their place in it. 

The students returned from 
their Christmas break to letters 
from their older generation pen 
pal. Each student had written a  
letter before Christmas to Cula  
local person over the age of 70. 
They asked about their experi-
ences as a child and told them a 
bit about themselves and their  
experiences. The responses they  
received were fantastic; each pen 
pal had a different story to tell and 
they thoroughly enjoyed sharing 
their news with the rest of the group. 

Perhaps the highlight of this term has been the trip to Shabab Balti restaurant, just before half term. The students 
were treated to a three course meal, the final course being the famous Birmingham Balti. None of the students 
had ever eaten an authentic Balti before, and were slightly apprehensive, but they absolutely loved it. Every bowl 
was cleared! Andy Munro, the author of the Good Balti Guide, gave a great presentation to the students about 
the History of the Balti in Birmingham. This was followed by a competition, with great prizes for the winner: Love.

Students engrossed 
in their letters!
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Cultural Literacy
Birmingham Canal 
Tour Guides

The group have since produced 
tour guides to Birmingham, for 
some 6th form French visitors 
and they have taken a walking 
tour of the canal with Carl Chinn,  
developing their understanding of 
how the canals have been used in 
Birmingham over the centuries.
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BC Artist in Residence Scheme

Bishop Challoner Artist 
in Residence Scheme

This year Carmela Hodgson is our 
Artist in Residence. Currently she 
is working on several commissions 
including a Self Portrait in oil paint 
and a series of oil and watercolour 
paintings based on a selection of 
Art Movements in preparation for 
the Primary Tolkien Cluster Project. 

The aim of the project is to 
study several Art Movements  
throughout the Art History  
Timeline. Art History is a difficult 
topic to teach, particularly at KS2 
level, therefore we plan to make 
the delivery of each Art Movement  
informative alongside being very 
creative. The aim of the workshop is 
to pair up with a primary school in the  
cluster to recreate a painting 
by a renowned artist such as, 
Claude Monet, Vincent Van Gogh,  
Pablo Picasso, Edvard Munch, Henri  
Matisse and George Braque from 
one of the chosen Art Movements. 

The Movements include: Impres-
sionism, Post Impressionism, Ex-
pressionism, Fauvism and Cubism.

Impressionism – Claude Monet 
Oil painting by Carmela
‘Waterlillies’

Post-Impressionism – 
Sublimation printed tiles 
‘Starry Night’
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English

Since the Debate Mate launch last 
term, our weekly club after school 
on Fridays has been a hit, with a 
notable increase in attendance this 
year, especially from our new Year 
7 debaters. 

We were delighted to host other 
Midlands schools in the first round 
of the Urban Debate League at the 
end of January, entering two teams, 
including one comprised of our 
novice debaters. The two rounds 
of debate were hugely successful; 
as scores stand, we are current-
ly in second in the West Midlands 
league and comfortably within the 
top 25% of schools nationally. The 
second round of the UDL will also 
be held at Bishop Challoner at the 
beginning of March where the 
teams will be aiming to take the 
Midlands top spot.

February saw the annual KS4  
Catholic Schools’ Public Speaking 
competition. Two competitors from 
years 10 and 11 headed to St Thom-
as Aquinas Catholic School, primed 
to perform in role as the ‘great-
est fictional villain’. Despite chill-
ing performances as the serpent 
from Paradise Lost and Pennywise, 
the clown from Stephen King’s It, 
the high calibre field meant we  
narrowly missed out on the top 
prize.

Graphite – Creative 
Writing Club

Graphite (Ms Laszlo’s Creative  
Writing Club) continues to produce 
fantastic work. This term, we have 
been thinking about how to write 
love without cliché and with a 
sense of truth – a very difficult task! 

In the meantime, one of Graph-
ite’s founding members, Ahlaam  
Moledina (Year 12), continues 
to shine on the spoken word 
scene in Birmingham. As well as  
continued involvement with a  
spoken word and poetry organisa-
tion called Beatfreeks in the city 
centre, she has also been given the 
prestigious opportunity to write as 
part of a Sky funded project: Post  
Brexit Britain, Who Are We? Ahlaam’s  
talent and dedication to telling  
people’s stories, sculpting words and  
getting her voice heard is astounding.  

Last half term, four year 12 stu-
dents also represented the school 
at the prestigious Oxford Schools  
Debating competition, held this 
year at St Paul’s Girls’ School. 
We were proud to be one of the 
few state comprehensives in  
attendance and the students, three 
of whom were completely new to 
debating, found it a challenging 
and rewarding experience. They 
are hoping to use their new skills in 
the upcoming KS5 Catholic Schools’ 
debate later this term.

Debate Mate She has been published in two  
anthologies so far. We look for-
ward to seeing her successes in the  
future.
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English

The English Department were able 
to secure tickets for year 9 pupils 
to attend a performance of Much 
Ado About Nothing at The Globe  
theatre in London on Thursday 12th 
March. On this day, over 60 pupils 
travelled to London for a matinee 
showing of the play they have been 
studying and be able to visit the  
historic Globe theatre. 

As well as this exciting trip, pupils 
attending the performance were 
also visited in school on Wednes-
day 28th February by some of 
the actors from the play who 
ran fun workshops to aid pupils’  
understanding of the play and  
enthuse them about Shakespeare’s 
comedies. 

‘Much Ado About Nothing’  
Workshop and Trip:

Much Ado Trip by Katie Titley

When we went to see Much Ado About Nothing, we went to the Globe The-
atre in London. The play is about a Prince called Don Pedro, Claudio, Hero 
and Don John, the evil brother of Don Pedro. Claudio falls in love with Hero 
and asks Don Pedro for help and he sets them up. Hero’s cousin, Beatrice, 
is always arguing with Benedick (a friend of Don Pedro). In the play Don  
Pedro, Claudio and Hero intervene to bring them together. The trip was a  
fantastic experience and The Globe was an amazing place!
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English

@BC_EnglishDept

Y8 – Murder Mystery

All of year 8 had the exciting  
opportunity to take part in a Murder  
Mystery hosted by the library. As 
well as creating excitement for  
English and enthusiasm to start  
revising their Termi-
nal One Assessments, it  
enabled them to develop their  
confidence, understanding and 
other key skills.

All students in their teaching 
groups spent one hour in the library  
building their skills of working in 
groups, collaboration, resilience, 
and lateral thinking: skills essential 
for later life.

As a thought provoking, challenging and criminally exciting event, all of 
year 8 thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Particularly, 8W2 should be com-
mended for their effort and excellent group work in this activity which 
was noted by many staff members.
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KS3
Year 7

Year 7 have recently complet-
ed their first unit of work where-
by they explored the country in 
which they live, the UK. Year 7 have  
subsequently moved on to their 
second place of study and have 
begun to investigate one of the 
world’s superpowers, China. This 
topic has already sparked great 
enthusiasm amongst the year 
group who excited to share their 
knowledge and learn more about 
a country that is so frequently in 
the news. The students’ curiosity 
will be captivated through explor-
ing China’s human and physical 
environments and enquiring into 
why China is expected to have the 
largest economy in the world by 
2040. Recently students have been 
debating the controversial top-
ic of the ‘One Child Policy’ whilst 
evaluating its success and failures. 

After Easter students will learning 
all about ‘weather and climate’. The 
British are obsessed by the weath-
er but why? Year 7’s will be learning 
about how we measure weather, the 
causes of our changeable weather 
in the United Kingdom and the rea-
sons behind recent weather events 
such as the ‘Best from the East’. 

Students will also be using leading 
Geographical Information Systems 
to monitor, record and analyse cur-
rent weather conditions at nearby  
Met Office locations. Many peo-
ple talk about the weather but 
do not really understand it. 

Hopefully our year 7  students  
will now have the knowl-
edge and understanding to 
really explain with strong 
accuracy this very ‘British’ topic.

Geography
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Geography

Brazil is an excellent country for students to gain an understanding of a 
variety of important human and physical geographical concepts. For ex-
ample, students will be learning about the huge inequalities that ex-
ist within many of Brazil’s famous cities and the reasons for the develop-
ment of some of the world’s largest squatter settlements. They will also be  
discussing and debating important geographical issues in Brazil such as whether un-
contacted tribes found within the Amazon rainforest should remain ‘uncontacted’. 

Towards the end of the term students will be taught about the for-
mation of a number of physical features found in Brazil such as riv-
er meanders and waterfalls found along the amazing Amazon River.

Year 8 

Following the completion of the 
first country of study, Russia, Year 8  
Geographers started the half term 
with an introduction to the region 
of the Middle East, enabling the  
students to investigate some of the 
differences in cultures, economies 
and environments between the  
countries. The unit will enable Year 8 
to explore the range of climate zones 
within the Middle East and use this 
to explain features of the physical  
environment such as desert land-
forms.
 
Students will also enquire into 
human aspects of the Middle 
East through analysing popu-
lation distribution and investi-
gating the fascinating traditions 
and diversity within the Middle 
East. After Easter our year 8 stu-
dents continue to extend their 
locational knowledge and deep-
en their spacial awareness by 
studying the country of Brazil. 

32



Year 9

The start of the Spring term saw 
Year 9 begin their new unit of work, 
natural hazards. This topic is always 
hugely engaging and allows stu-
dents to explore some of the world’s 
deadliest disasters. Throughout 
this half term, Year 9 have enquired 
into the causation of tectonic haz-
ards and have begun to apply this 
knowledge when investigating the 
social, economic and environmen-
tal impacts of real life examples 
such as the eruption of Eyjafjal-
lajökull in Iceland and the 2008 
earthquake in Sichuan, China. After 
learning about some of the destruc-
tion natural hazards can cause, Year 
9 will identify some of the reasons 
why people still live next to these 
potentially devastating hazards.

Visit by Royal Geographical 
Society

This month some of our Year 9 
students were involved in a 
workshop hosted by the Royal 
Geographical Society. 

The organisation came into school 
to talk about the importance of 
Geography as a subject and the 
possible careers that may be linked 
to studying our subject. A great 
event and an organisation we will 
be working with more in the future.

Geography
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KS4
Year 10

Students have now began the 
second unit of work entitled  
‘Urban Issues and Challenges’. The 
aims of this unit are to develop  
students understanding of the  
factors that produce a diverse  
variety of human environments 
and to analyse the issues that arise 
within these areas. For example, 
students are currently studying 
the opportunities and challenges  
facing Rio de Janeiro in Brazil, a  
rapidly growing world city with a 
fast growing economy. Students will 
next look at more local issues that 
our own city of Birmingham faces, 
such as inequalities in housing, envi-
ronmental dereliction and the need 
for urban regeneration projects.

After Easter students will be  
completing a practice exam. The 
exam will be based on the ‘Urban 
Issues and Challenges’ unit of work. 

Students should fully prepare for 
the assessment using class notes, 
revision lists and revision guides.

Assessment Window: 

Monday 9 April 
– Monday 16 April.

Revision guides can still  
be purchased from  

Mr Mullins at a price 
of £6.80.

Geography
Iceland Trip  

February 2019

We are delighted to 
announce that next 
year a group of year 10 

Geography students will 

be going to Iceland. A 

fantastic opportunity 
and we appreciate  
parents supporting this 

experience for the stu-

dents.

Twitter: Please follow us.   Here 
we will be sharing updates on 
the department and any rel-
evant posts that we feel will 
be of benefit to our students.

@BCChallonerGeogDept

Year 11

Year 11 are working hard on com-
pleting the course content and 
should now be working hard on 
revision ahead of their final exams.

EXAM DATES
Paper 1 - 22 May 2018 
- The challenge of natural hazards
- The Living World
- Physical Landscapes in the UK

Paper 2 - 5 June 2018 
- Urban issues and challenges
- The changing economic world
- The challenge of resource man-

agement

Paper 3 - 11 June 2018 
- Issue evaluation
- Fieldwork

What should students be 
doing now?

8	 Producing summarised re-
vision material at home 
like mind maps, flash 
cards, case study sheets.

Geography Department Whole 
School Fundraising

The Geography team have agreed 
to complete a sponsored cycle of 
200km to raise £100 for the school 
charity St Basils. The event will 
be completed in after school seg-
ments and hopefully as a team we 
can reach our target of reaching 
£100. Any sponsorship and dona-
tions will be hugely appreciated. 

Holiday Interventions

A number of year 11 students 
will be invited in over the Easter 
and May holidays. The depart-
ment will be offering these extra 
revision sessions because we feel 
they will be of benefit to the stu-
dents. Please see the intervention 
timetable for the dates and times 

of these sessions.    

8	 Practicing exam style questions 
issued by their class teacher 
or from the revision guides.

8	 Reading and analysing the 
pre-release material in  
addition to what will be 
covered in the classroom.
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History

Year 7

To kick off this term, Year 7 inves-
tigated the great fall out between 
Thomas Becket and Henry II,  
considering what the conse-
quences of this were for the pow-
er of the King! Power has been a 
theme throughout the term and 
pupils have also completed an  
assessment on interpretations 
of King John. They watched the  
Disney Robin Hood film as an  
interpretation of John and  
considered how accurate this was. 

Recently, year 7 have started to 
learn about Elizabeth I. This has 
involved pupils creating their 
own rollercoaster of the religious  
turmoil that had come before  
Elizabeth! 

Year 8

Y8 have completed their studies of 
the Industrial Revolution and their 
T1 assessment on whether it could 
be considered a time of ‘progress’ 
in which they produced some bril-
liant work. They have begun to 
investigate the topic of Slavery. 

They have approached this sensitive 
topic with a great level of maturity, 
and have been able to make links 
to ideas they have also learnt in 
RE. Recently, they have considered 
the different ways in which slaves 
revolted against their owners. 

Year 8 are also embarking on an ex-
citing extra-curricular activity with-
in the department. In groups, they 
are creating a Lego animated First 
World War battle scene, in order to 
mark the 100th anniversary since 
the end of the war. Each battle scene 
will be carefully judged with prizes  
awarded to the winning group!

Year 9

Since returning after Christmas, 
Year 9 have been studying the  
Holocaust. They have been investi-

KS3

gating the roots of Anti-Semitism, 
the escalation of the persecution 
of the Jewish people leading up 
to genocide, and the diversity of  
experiences during World War 
Two. They have also considered the 
question of blame and the legacy of 
the Holocaust.
 
To support them in their learn-
ing, all of Year 9 recently had the  
increasingly rare opportunity to  
listen to a Holocaust survivor talk. In  
advance of Holocaust Memori-
al Day in January, all of Year 9 
came off timetable to watch a live  
webcast of Holocaust survivor  
Janine Webber giving her testi-
mony. They had the opportunity 
to ask questions for Janine to an-
swer and were given time to reflect  
afterwards. 

Since then, Year 9 have moved on 
to studying the causes of World 
War Two in preparation for their 
Transition 2 assessment in the 
summer.
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History
Year 10 & 11

Year 10 and Year 11 continue to 
work hard in order to achieve in 
the new GCSE. Year 10 have been 
learning about the rise of the 
Nazi party and in preparation for 
their examinations have analysed  
historical interpretations of the  
period. This is excellent prepara-
tion for both A-level History and 
beyond. 

Their next unit of study is Early  
Elizabethan England, through 
which they will analyse in depth the  
challenges Elizabeth faced abroad 
and internally during her reign.  

Students undertake regular  
practice examinations and quizzes 

KS3/4in order to prepare them for their 
exams at the end of Year 11. We are 
particularly pleased with the work 
ethic and attainment of our Year 11 
historians.

Year 11 have completed their 
study of the Cold War and are now  
learning about Crime and  
Punishment through the ages. Stu-
dents have found the topic engag-
ing and recently enjoyed learning 
about witchcraft in the 1500s. Their 
mock exams before Christmas 
showed great promise with several 
students achieving top grades by 
demonstrating strong contextual 
knowledge and an ability to write 
analytically. 

History will be hosting the BGT 
event this month. KS3 and 4  
Students will explore and learn 
about the lives and culture of the 
Native American Indians. Students 
will be challenged to build model 
tipis that can withstand the hos-
tile climate of the Great Plains of  
America, using limited materials to 
test their ingenuity and creativity.

Year 12 and 13 continue to 
make good progress with the  
Modern America and British  
studies. Assessed work shows 
a high level of engagement and  
understanding in both units and 
it is particularly pleasing to see 
students carrying out their own 
research and recommending TV 
and radio broadcasts to other 
students. We were pleased with 
the recent performance of our 
Year 13 students in their mock 
exams. Many students achieved 
grades in line and above our  
expectations and their commit-
ment to success was evident in 
their responses. 
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Mathematics

Clubs
There are three main clubs that run 
through the maths department: 
mymaths drop-in, G&T and Year 9 
Young Leaders, all of which target 
Key Stage 3 students.

The mymaths drop in (and general 
homework help) has been running 
on a Wednesday after school, with 
different maths teachers leading 
on the evening. It has provided  
invaluable support to many  
students from Year 7 to Year 10, and 
some use the support regularly. 

Events
The Year 9 Leaders successfully 
pulled off a ‘Christmaths’ event 
in December, and hosted primary 
schools for the annual ‘Malympics’ 
event in late March. Malympics is 
a joint venture with the PE depart-
ment, which sees teams of students 
from Year 1 to Year 5 competing in 
maths and PE related activities, led 
by our Year 9 maths and PE leaders. 
Photos can be found on twitter: @
bcmathsdept

STEM Fair

A joint venture with the science 
and technology departments 
and in conjunction with national  
science week, some of our Year 
7 students had the chance to  
develop their leadership skills 
and deliver some maths activi-
ties to a range of students from  
different primary schools. A  
fantastic event, led by Miss Start 
in science, and our Year 7s were  
outstanding. Well done to Eve  
Phillips, Aiden Irving, Abigail 
Foley, Aymon Farin, Kyan Kurila, 
Caelan Casey and Cian Shields!
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Mathematics

Team Competitions

In February, a group of eight Year 
7 students took part in the Catho-
lic Partnership Challenge at St 
Edmund Campion School. This in-
volved them working as a team, 
making decisions under pressure 
and take calculated risks as part of 
the ‘Stock Market Challenge’. 

Well done to Jack Bettam,  
Jericho Sanchez, Juliet Osei,  
Maddison Cleaver, Arianna Okeuo-
mo, Josephine Potter, Shane Dungo 
and Thomas Colleran for represent-
ing the school 
magnificently. 

Four Year 10 students represented Challoner in the ‘Year 10 Maths Feast’ 
competition in early March, where they were battling against a number of 
different schools. Against some stiff competition, the team placed third. 
Congratulations to Arwena Rytlewska, Kieran Lenehan, Lewis Solarin and 
Ian Kelly. 

In the photo below, they are all wearing the free ‘maths rules’ badges!
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Mathematics
The G&T club has gone from 
strength to strength this year, un-
der the leadership or Mr. Bloxidge 
and Mrs Middup. A small group of 
committed Year 7 and 8 students 
meet weekly to solve all sorts of 
mathematical problems, and they 
are joined monthly by primary 
school students, where our Year 
7 and 8 students become young  
leaders for the evening.
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Mathematics

@bcmathsdept

Individual
Competitions

The (UKMT) host individual and 
team challenges each year for  
our pupils to take part in. 

The individual challenges are 
designed to test the very best 
mathematicians, so the ques-
tions are designed to be tough 
and to get a certificate is  
an excellent achievement. 

The Intermediate Maths Challenge 
(individual challenge) was held in 
January, with our top sets in Year 
10 and 11 taking part. Overall, 
there were 3 golds, 10 silvers and 
26 bronze certificates, with par-
ticular congratulations to: Johns 
Noble, Mike Wang and Lewis  
Solarin (gold certificate winners) 
and Akiedad Bowen, Samuel  
Gobina, Ahmad Rashid, Kieran 
Lenehan, Joseph Brooks, Liam 
Moorhouse, Ian Kelly, Arwena  
Rytlewska, Jacob Ingram and 
Sean McGrath (silver certificate  
winners). 

The Senior Maths Challenge was 
held in late November, with our 
sixth form mathematicians taking 
part. Overall there were 4 silver  
certificates and 26 bronze certifi-
cates.

Well done in particular to:  
Rowan McLaughlin Jamie Ali, 
Brendan Patalong and Lochlann 
Ryan.

Trips

Mr Bloxidge took a group of  
Year 8 and 9 girls to a STEM  
inspiration trip. It coincided with 
international women’s day and was 
designed to encourage some of our 
budding female mathematicians to 
consider studying STEM subjects 
beyond GCSE and look to a career 
in the field.

University Outreach

We welcomed back Dr Goodwin, 
from the University of Birmingham, 
to Bishop Challoner on Tuesday 19th 
December, following a successful 
visit in the previous academic year. 
He deliver two workshops with Year 
10 groups all to do with coding, and 
the use it has in the modern world. 
It was a fairly hands-on workshop 
and was enjoyed by our Year 10 
students. The prizes he gave out for 
pupils answering questions were 
also a big hit! He also delivered a 
lecture to our sixth form mathema-
ticians, which gave them a chance 
to experience what maths might 
be like at university level, as well as 
experiencing an alternative type of 
content delivery. This was all made 
possible due to outreach work from 
the University of Birmingham relat-
ed to the ‘Holgate Lectures’.

Dr Hoffman, also from the Univer-
sity of Birmingham, and a parent 
of one our students, is keen to con-
tinue doing some voluntary work 
with our students, has set up our 
very own ‘maths circles’. Sixth form 
mathematicians with a keen inter-
est in the subject have had the op-
portunity to meet with him once a 
month.
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Media

JANUARY

The Media department attended 
the WJEC Moving Image Awards as 
a longlisted centre due to the excel-
lent efforts of our students’ course-
work from the past year. Also, we 
were there to support ex-student 
Imogen Curran who was up for an 
award for her Year 13 Crime drama 
piece INSIDE, which you can view 
here:

Unfortunately, Imogen didn’t 
win, but we did win the best pho-
tograph for our ‘journey’ to the 
awards which is featured below. As 
a bonus, we also got to meet British 
comedy legend Nigel Planer!

FEBRUARY

The Media Studies team have 
had another action packed and 
coursework filled term. Students 
from Years 10, 12 and 13 have 
been completing their coursework 
and have created some brilliant  
pieces, especially Year 13s  
academic essays and Year 12 music 
videos.  

Year 11 are fully immersed in 
exam revision for their topic of 
‘TV Drama’ and are enjoying  
analysing the set pieces. Year 10 
are half way through their first 
year of the new course and are 
currently analysing ‘Friends’ in  
relation to narrative and sitcom.

March:
A Selection of Year 8 students had a 
phenomenal day on the 1th March 
as we held the annual BBC School 
Report in the library. 16 students 
across the year auditioned for their 
parts and we had many of both be-
hind the scenes and on camera.

Molly getting ready to read the 
Sports news.
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Media
Tom and Molly practising their 
script for their special report on 
Bishop’s Got Talent

Our research and entertainment team working hard to find news.

We will be hosting the 
first annual BC Oscars 
this year – so watch this 
space for the winners!

Check out the BC Media dept 
Youtube account for videos!
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KS3
MFL

This term, KS3 students have been 
working hard especially year 8 who 
have just finished their T1 assess-
ments. 

The MFL department would like 
to emphasise the fact that the ac-
ademic year is not over for Year 
8 students and they should keep 
working hard in order to prepare 
for Year 9 new challenges. In the 
next module, some students will be 
part of an exciting  and fun video 
project to talk about themselves. 

In addition to this, all students will 
focus on descriptions of people, re-
lationship with friends and family, 
clothing and music.

Year 7 have been learning about 
how to talk about school, subjects , 
new technologies  and how to give 
their opinions with a justification. 
To support Year 7 students in the 
revision process, new resources 
will soon be available on frenchbc.
weebly.com prior to P2 to practise 
spelling and understanding of the 
topic-based vocabulary.
We would like to insist on the fact 
that P2 assessments will cover the 
topic studied from September to 
April.

Year 9 recently had end of module 
assessments which were designed 
according to the new French GCSE 
challenges in order to prepare and 
support them for this demanding 
GCSE. All the topics  studied so far 
will be assessed in the end of year 
assessment, T2. The MFL depart-
ment has subscribed to a great new 
website, Quizlet, where students 
can practise the vocabulary of each 
topic. Furthermore, each student 
has been given access to digital 
copy of the text book (Kerboodle) 
we are using which should be help-
ful to revise grammar points but, 
also, to practise listening and read-
ing skills. 

We cannot stress enough how im-
portant learning and revising the 
vocabulary thoroughly and consist-
ently at home is.
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PHSE
Student Voice

Sixth form students used some of 
their January for time discussing 
the issues they feel are most preva-
lent to them in school today. Led by 
their peers each form collated a list 
of strengths and areas for develop-
ment of Sixth Form. They also dis-
cussed possibilities for PSHE work-
shops that would ensure they felt 
well prepared for their future and 
supported in issues they believe to 
be the most important to their age 
group. The most common strengths 
mentioned by year 12 and 13 in-
cluded the very generous and 
supportive teachers, the excellent 
extra-curricular opportunities in 
Sixth Form and the brilliant careers 
advice. Many of the forms have 
requested more inter-form com-
petitions that encourage them in 
their Year of Service mission, to this 
end a medal has been ordered and 
inter-form competitions for food-
bank donations will begin soon. 

Key stage three and four Student 
Voice groups have been focusing on 
their plans for how they will raise 
money for St Basils, our school 
charity of the year. Before year 10 

began to focus on St Basils they 
decided to fundraise for Cystic Fi-
brosis Trust. They did exceptional-
ly well organising a bake sale that 
raised over £150. 

The reasons they chose Cystic Fi-
brosis Trust is because it is some-
thing they feel very passionately 
about. Cystic fibrosis is the only 
long term condition that if patients 
live past 16 they will have to pay 
for their medicine as they are not 
expected to live past this age. Ad-
ditionally, it is invisible as patients 
look healthy but actually need 
hours of daily physio high fat diets 
and 20-40 pills a day to keep them 
alive. Cysitic Fibrosis patients can’t 
get support from others with the 
disease because they cross con-
taminate germs, they must avoid 
animals and a cold or cough can 
lead to hospitalisation resulting in 
years off their life. We are incredi-
bly proud of year 10 for becoming 
informed on this topic and look 
forward to having them focus even 
more on this in the future.  

PSHE, Citizenship & 
Wellbeing 

Personal Tutor & 
Student Voice

In January personal 
tutor time focuses on 

the selection of our 
whole-school charity. 

This year students 
suggested over 40 
charities, the two 

most popular were 
used in our 

semi-final session 
and students were 

fully informed about 
both charities. 

This year the two 
semi-final chari-

ties were St Basils 
Homeless Shelter 

and Teenage Cancer 
Trust, St Basils won 
the majority votes. 
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PHSE

Round Midnight  
Theatre Company Visit 

The auditorium was filled with 
laughter and engaged students in 
January as year 7 and 9 watched 
a hilarious and very informative 
performance on the history and 
importance of democracy. Round 
Midnight actors aim to help stu-
dents understand how people of 
all ages can engage in democracy 
and why it is important. During the 
performance students had to share 
their views using interactive cards 
that changed the end of the perfor-
mance. The feedback from students 
was overwhelmingly positive with 
all students reporting that they felt 
they better understand the signifi-
cance and importance of living in a 
modern democratic society. 
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PHSE
Collaboration with Fox Hollies

Our year 9 students have continued to get involved in the Inclusive Leadership Award by attending disability 
awareness training, sign language lesson and four trips to Fox Hollies school for students with special needs. 
Our students have been warmly welcomed into classes and enrichment opportunities engaging well with their 
peers. 

We are also welcoming Fox Hollies staff and students into Bishop Challoner for a day of music and drama work-
shops in the summer term. With the support of a professional dance and drama company a mixture of Fox Hol-
lies students and Bishop Challoner students will work together to create a performance. At the end of the day 
parents or carers of the Fox Hollies students will visit us to watch the performance. We hope the day brings our 
two communities even closer together. 

Kingswood Residential with Fox Hollies

In March a group of year 9 students will also ventured to Kingswood Residential Centre for a three day retreat 
with our peers at Fox Hollies. This residential is a great opportunity for students from both schools to mix and 
have fun together. During the trip students worked together to complete tasks that required team work and sup-
porting each other. Activities included ropes courses, laser tag, zip lines, archery and more. All of the students 
involved on their return reported greater confidence in working with and befriending people with disabilities, 
many of the students would now like to go on to do with work experience at Fox Hollies next year. The nicest 
part of the trip for the teachers involved was seeing all the young people befriending each other, seeing past any 
differences in ability and genuinely having fun overcoming difficulties as a team. 
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Performing Arts
This term has seen GCSE and A level 
Music and Performing Arts students 
preparing for their forthcoming 
summer examinations in earnest.  

Our GCSE musicians have been very 
busy composing their own original 
material and this year has seen 
some professional sounding songs 
being written, alongside compo-
sitions in a Rondo Form structure.  
They have also been rehearsing 
and performing their instrumental  
performances and have put in many 
hours to perfecting their skills in  
order to gain the highest marks 
possible.  We hope our GCSE and 
A level Music students use their 
time wisely during the first half of  
the summer term in order  
to prepare fully for their listen-
ing and appraising exams to 
build on the great work they 
have already put in for the  
other two areas of their courses. 
 
This is the first year the Perform-
ing Arts department have deliv-
ered the BTEC Tech Award in Per-
forming Arts and it has proven to 
be a definite hit with the students 

who have undertaken the course.  
From September onwards they 
have been developing their skills in  
Musical Theatre performance, as 
well as studying different practi-
tioners within the genre and their 
styles in detail.  For their first unit, 
students have had to produce ma-
terial to be shown at an Arts festival 
based on their research and knowl-
edge of three different types of 
Musical Theatre productions.  It is 
in this way that they have produced 
a vlog based on Hairspray: The Mu-
sical, as well as programme notes 
on We Will Rock You and a short 
performance piece based on the 
life and works of the famous chore-
ographer Bob Fosse.  Teachers have 
been thrilled with the level of com-
mitment and dedication shown by 
this class who have worked with en-
thusiasm for the last six months and 
have shown a real improvement in 
their understanding and perfor-
mance of musical theatre texts.

Moving away from examination 
classes, our other musicians and 
performers have also been taking 
part in and making music this term.

On Monday 5th March, Year 9 
Gifted and Talented students took 
part in a Performing Arts Explo-
ration Day where they undertook 
workshops in Singing, Musical The-
atre and Drama.  The students in-
volved were a credit to their year 
group and a wonderfully produc-
tive day was had by both teachers 
and students alike.  All Perform-
ing Arts teachers who delivered 
workshops on the day were very 
impressed with the talent, com-
mitment and enthusiasm demon-
strated by the students involved. 
Our new BC Band has also contin-
ued to work hard this year, regular-
ly attending sessions on Thursday 
mornings to rehearse early before 
school.  Since January, they have 
been working on playing the theme 
from The Lion King and hopefully 
will perform this publically soon.  
In addition to this, following their 
debut performance at the Win-
ter Soiree in December, our Rock 
Band are currently working on new 
material which will also be per-
formed to an audience next term.
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Performing Arts

Due to the success of Bishop’s 
Got Talent last academic year, we  
decided this would become a  
regular fixture on our school  
calendar so on 14th March, the  
auditorium was turned into the 
Britain’s Got Talent studio for  
Bishop’s Got Talent 2017-2018.  
The event took weeks to pre-
pare and prospective perform-
ers auditioned back in January.  
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Performing Arts

As ever, the range of acts which 
were showcased was amaz-
ing, including Irish dancing, 
Street dancing, Dance Club,  
We Sing Show Choir, singers,  
musicians and gymnasts.  All per-
formers were absolutely fan-
tastic, however it was the bril-
liant Daniel Kenton who won the 
show playing the piano and sing-
ing I Can’t Make You Love Me.  

We were delighted in this victory 
for Daniel as he has been taking 
part in this event for the last sev-
en years and it was prudent that 
he should win it in his final year 
of education at Bishop Challoner.  
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Performing Arts
Just two days after this, our Year 
10 Performing Arts group helped 
to organise a St. Patrick’s Day  
celebration in the library, complete 
with traditional live Irish music, 
Irish dancing and traditional Irish 
snacks!  

It was a fabulous event, en-
joyed by all who attended and 
we would like to say a huge 
thank you to Bronagh Cullen and  
Noreen Winhall for providing the  
wonderful music and Miss Lynch’s 
mum for baking the delicious range 
of soda bread which was thorough-
ly enjoyed by all.  

The students who helped 
plan this event also proved to 
be invaluable and it is really  
rewarding to see them planning 
a celebratory event which can be  
enjoyed as a whole school commu-
nity.

In the penultimate week of term, 
instrumental students were  
invited to take part in an Orchestra 
Day at Swanshurst School.  This 
is an annual event which sees  
students from across the city join 
together for a day of ensemble 
playing which culminates in an  
orchestral performance for  
parents at the end of the day.  

This was a wonderful experience 
for the students involved and we 
would like to thank staff at the  
Music Service and Swanshurst 
for providing such a valuable and 
worthwhile playing opportunity for 
our young musicians.

@BCPAPA4

Finally, we would like to congratulate any pupil who has made a contri-
bution to the Performing Arts department’s success this term.  We hope 
you will continue to take part in, enjoy and celebrate music, drama, 
dance and performing in the New Year and beyond.
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Physical Education
Since December, pupils have been developing their fundamental core 
skills, understanding and knowledge within a wide range of activities. 
Last term we focused on Striking and Fielding (Cricket, Baseball, Round-
er’s), Net and Wall activities (Badminton, Volleyball), Creative Movement 
(Gymnastics, Dance) and Invasion games (Handball, Tchoukball, Basket-
ball). In addition to this, year 7 girls continued their focus on Aquatics 
/ Swimming as part of their Physical Education lessons. Additionally, we 
have to give a thanks to Warwickshire Cricket who offered us 6 weeks of 
specialist Cricket lessons which year 7 pupils engaged with, enjoyed and 
developed from. As a department focus, we have also began theoretical 
lessons with year 9 classes to develop pupils’ knowledge of Health, Fit-
ness, and Exercise. These lessons have been successful thus far and have 
also been used to raise awareness of what ‘Physical Education’, away from 
the practical element, consists of. The year 9 pupils have enjoyed these 
lessons and this will support them in the near future when they come 
to choose their options, now that they have an insight into the different 
areas of the subject.

Sports Personalities have been 
awarded to pupils who have shown 
excellent attitudes to learning, high 
engagement within Physical Edu-
cation (both practically and theo-
retically) and a positive approach 
to every lesson. We have to give a 
massive congratulations to the fol-
lowing pupils: Eve P and James P 
in year 7, George D and Ellie H in 
year 8, Ciara C and Aram M in year 
9, Anjelica W and Jamal Graham in 

year 10, Lauren N and Luke J in year 
11 and lastly, Chloe L and Niall D in 
the sixth form. A huge well done 
to all the named pupils (and many 
more!) for their attentiveness and 
engagement towards their studies. 
The Physical Education department 
saw 15 pupils attend a bowling re-
ward trip.  This was for those pupils 
who had received ‘Lady of the Les-
son’ / ‘Man of the Moment’.  These 
pupils have demonstrated one of 

the following qualities of team-
work, respect, passion, determina-
tion, honesty and self-belief. These 
rewards continue to motivate and 
engage our pupils in lesson time, in 
physical activity and in extra-curric-
ular. A massive well done to those 
who were selected and keep up the 
good work!
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Physical Education

Our first highlight is congratulating our very own Don Cunningham who 
was selected to compete in the British Gymnastics World Cup taking place 
in Arena Birmingham in March. The local star is going to be performing 
amongst some of the best gymnasts in the world and here in our Bishop 
Challoner Community, we send our best wishes. A great achievement and 
thoroughly deserved. We wish you the best of luck! 

Leading British gymnasts Ellie 
Downie and James Hall wowed our 
talented gymnasts in the Dojo on 
30th January 2018 as they were 
officially announced as part of the 
Great Britain team that will take on 
the best countries in the world in 
the city. Current European cham-
pion Downie and European bronze 
medallist Hall gave Year 7 and 8 
students a taste of what fans can 
expect to see at the Gymnastics 
World Cup at Arena Birmingham in 
March with a gymnastics display.

Since writing the initial article - 
we are please to announce Dom 
finished 4th overall and is now 

looking forward to competing the 
Commonwealth’s.

Following the demonstration, the 
students had the opportunity to be 
coached by the gymnasts learning 
the skills of the pommel horse and 
even had a handstand competition 
with the international athletes. 
Students also asked the athletes 
questions about their extensive 
training regime and got their sig-
natures. Both Ellie and James were 
very impressed with the students’ 
skills which they have been perfect-
ing every week in the Dojo in their 
morning clubs. A truly inspiration-
al session for our students to see 
what it takes to become a world 
class athlete.
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Physical Education
British Cycling have now been in for 
the past four weeks coaching pupils 
on the sport of cycling.  Many pupils 
have now learnt how to ride a bike 
whilst others have been developing 
their confidence and riding compet-
itively. 

If pupils are interested in continuing 
with this there is Birmingham BMX 
club where pupils can gain further 
coaching.  For more details please 
see Miss Beall. 

Clubs

We have achieved 379 attendances 
at clubs, fixtures and leadership this 
week in PE and School Sport. A bril-
liant commitment from both staff 
and pupils from our Bishop Challon-
er Community. The extra-curricular 
programme has found continued 
success with outstanding numbers 
at a variety of clubs. 

The programme has changed slight-
ly with an updated version found 
on our PE twitter page. On a Thurs-
day, we are now also offering Crick-
et to all years, abilities and genders 
whilst Basketball continues on the 
other side of the hall. 

Additionally, a new Volleyball club 
has started on Tuesday which has 
quickly become a popular choice 
for our pupils. It is fantastic to see 
so many pupils regularly attending 
extra-curricular activities with Bad-
minton, Football and Netball being 
particular highlights! 

The Rugby club will continue this 
half term as part of the ‘Wasps RFC 

Project’ whilst we work hard to 
arrange fixtures around this. The 
programme is broad and inclusive, 
giving pupils opportunities to get 
involved in Volleyball, Football, 
Cricket, Judo, Dodgeball, Table Ten-
nis, Gymnastics, Handball, Tchouk-
ball and Trampolining. A massive 
congratulations to Adam Gambissi, 
Allyssa Morgan, Alice Morgan, and 
Bianca Pardillo for their consistency 
and commitment to extra-curricu-
lar clubs. Other pupils to mention 
must be James P who has recent-
ly joined a new club, George D and 
Aira P
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Physical Education

Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh is now well underway and pupils are gaining 
confidence in map reading and route planning.  Pupils are also completing 
their volunteering, physical and skill sections in their own time, in which 
they are completing a variety of activities from cooking and baking to lit-
ter picking, Golf and Sewing.  The next meeting will be on the 15th Febru-
ary in the Library.

The under 13 girls won the EFL-
Trust Cup Final against Shenley as 
part of a Birmingham City Football 
Club event. The girls showed grit, 
resilience and teamwork through-
out the day, beating along the way 
teams such as Ark St Albans. The 
cup was presented by Birmingham 
City’s very own Freda Ayisi and 
Megan Sargeantt. Well done to 
everyone involved. 

Year 7

The year 7 Basketball team, led by 
Mr Moreira, have been superb all 
season long. They have won 3 / 4 
matches, beating Queensbridge, 
Priory School and Dame Elizabeth 
in thrilling games. The team which 
is captained by Nathaniel M, have 
shown excellent resilience, team-
work and work ethic in each game. 
The team have now been en-
tered into a National Co-ed NBA Jr 
League which is bringing together 
the best schools across the coun-
try to participate. We have played 
2 fixtures so far, beating Birchen-
sale School with Aira Pardillo taking 
home ‘Player of the Match’ and los-
ing to St Bedes School. The likes of 
Nathaniel, Jaydan, Aira, Cassandra, 
Tadhg and Gabriel will be show-
casing their skills and teamwork 
as they continue their season in 
the NBA Jr League where they are 
hoping to progress into the play-off 
rounds. An excellent start thus far 
against very strong opposition. 

Year 8

The year 8 Basketball team, led by 
Mr Wilson, has also found success 
this season. They have won 4 out 
of 5 matches, beating the likes of 
Queensbridge and Camp Hill with 
Remih and Damien T being par-
ticular highlights. They have fin-
ished top of the tree and will now 
progress to the knockout stage. 
Team - Damien Tchantcho, Edwin 
Teyomnou (c), Jaheem Robinson, 
Freddie Langdell, Jacinto Mbugoni-
wia, Tate Morgan, Marcus Henry & 
Alan Johnson. Noteable performers 
- Freddie Langdell & Jacinto Mbu-
goniwia both with 2 MOM’s each.

Year 9

The Y9 Boys Basketball teams’ 
100% winning streak came to an 
abrupt end against Jewellery Quar-
ter Academy, losing 23-9. Despite 
this, the team remain top of the 
table after winning their 3 previous 
matches against Camp Hill Boys, 

Queensbridge and King Edwards 
Sheldon Heath. Notable perfor-
mances from Jacinto Mbugoniwia 
& Freddie Langdell; both receiving 
two Man of The Match awards each 
at this stage. Full team - Jaheem 
Robinson, Freddie Langdell, Jacinto 
Mbugoniwia, Damien Tchantcho, 
Marcus Henry, Tate Morgan, Alan 
Johnson & Edwin Teyomnou.

Year 11

Well done to the Year 11 Boys’ Bas-
ketball team who won both their 
games against Yardleys and Dame 
Elizabeth Cadbury. Men of the 
Matches were Tyreace Brown and 
Ben Langdell. The Year 11 Basket-
ball ended their school representa-
tion this year in a mixed campaign 
with 3 wins and 3 losses. The team 
have been excellent throughout 
their five years at the school and 
always represented the badge with 
pride. Congratulations on another 
successful season! 
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Physical Education

The year 9 girls’ Basketball team 
have had a mixed season. They 
were matched up with 9 other 
teams in the league and the girls 
did brilliantly to win half of their 
fixtures. A special mention to Mil-
lie and Caroline who were awarded 
Player of the Match. The Key Stage 
3 girls have also won the Basketball 
School Games competition and will 
progress onto the next round. A 
fantastic achievement for a fantas-
tic group of girls! 

Year 7

Girls basketball team have won all 
three of their games, by 20 points! 
They have played exceptionally 
well, demonstrating excellent skill 
but also team work. They have 
worked brilliantly together, demon-
strating excellent sportsmanship 
throughout the games too. An ad-
ditional congratulations to Aira 
Pardillo who received player of the 
match for all three games. 

Bishop’s kicked off again in 
the sports hall with lead-
ership pupils (pictured) 
given the opportunity to 
lead a Tchoukball demon-
stration / competition in 
the hall. A great turnout 
and a massive congratula-
tions to all those involved

 The Year 7 Futsal final was a huge success for our girls. They showed re-
silience, commitment and work ethic to come back from 2-0 to win 3-2 
against a very dominant opposition.
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In Football, year 9 Boys’ beat Car-
dinal Wisman 1-0 in the West Mid-
lands cup quarters in a thrilling 
match which went into extra time. 
The boys’ will now progress into 
the semi-finals of the cup where 
they are hoping to find silverware! 
A massive congratulations on the 
group effort, teamwork and hard-
work throughout the game. 

After a successful and undefeated 
league campaign the Year 10 Boys’ 
Football team have reached the 
knockout phases of the League Cup 
which will be played this half term. 
The team ahs also had a success-
ful run in the Birmingham Cup and 
face Bishop Walsh in the Quarter 
Finals this half-term. Tom Monteith 
has been superb for the team and 
has been regularly representing the 
county team as a left back.

The Year 11 Football team season 
has come to an end after losing in 
the Quarter final of the Birmingham 
Cup against a string Langley team. 
The team have had a successful 5 
years winning their league regular-
ly and also making the Birmingham 
Cup Final in Year 9. Well done also 
to Tyreace Brown who has repre-
sented the county regularly this 
year at Centre back.

to. As the year continues, we will 
continue with Duke of Edinburgh, 
intramural competitions such as 
Basketball and Badminton, fixtures 
in Cricket and the Junior NBA, Ath-
letics and lots more. On top of this, 
Man of the Moment / Lady of the 
Lesson will continue throughout 
every lesson rewarding pupils and 
giving them the opportunity to be 
involved in exciting trips. All live up-
dates of what is happening in our 
Physical Education department can 
be followed on our Twitter page 
@BCPEdepartment.

Physical Education
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Physical Education
Since December, pupils have been developing their fundamental core 
skills, understanding and knowledge within a wide range of activities. 
Last term we focused on Striking and Fielding (Cricket, Baseball, Round-
er’s), Net and Wall activities (Badminton, Volleyball), Creative Movement 
(Gymnastics, Dance) and Invasion games (Handball, Tchoukball, Basket-
ball). In addition to this, year 7 girls continued their focus on Aquatics 
/ Swimming as part of their Physical Education lessons. Additionally, we 
have to give a thanks to Warwickshire Cricket who offered us 6 weeks of 
specialist Cricket lessons which year 7 pupils engaged with, enjoyed and 
developed from. As a department focus, we have also began theoretical 
lessons with year 9 classes to develop pupils’ knowledge of Health, Fit-
ness, and Exercise. These lessons have been successful thus far and have 
also been used to raise awareness of what ‘Physical Education’, away from 
the practical element, consists of. The year 9 pupils have enjoyed these 
lessons and this will support them in the near future when they come 
to choose their options, now that they have an insight into the different 
areas of the subject.

Sports Personalities have been 
awarded to pupils who have shown 
excellent attitudes to learning, high 
engagement within Physical Edu-
cation (both practically and theo-
retically) and a positive approach 
to every lesson. We have to give a 
massive congratulations to the fol-
lowing pupils: Eve P and James P 
in year 7, George D and Ellie H in 
year 8, Ciara C and Aram M in year 
9, Anjelica W and Jamal Graham in 

year 10, Lauren N and Luke J in year 
11 and lastly, Chloe L and Niall D in 
the sixth form. A huge well done 
to all the named pupils (and many 
more!) for their attentiveness and 
engagement towards their studies. 
The Physical Education department 
saw 15 pupils attend a bowling re-
ward trip.  This was for those pupils 
who had received ‘Lady of the Les-
son’ / ‘Man of the Moment’.  These 
pupils have demonstrated one of 

the following qualities of team-
work, respect, passion, determina-
tion, honesty and self-belief. These 
rewards continue to motivate and 
engage our pupils in lesson time, in 
physical activity and in extra-curric-
ular. A massive well done to those 
who were selected and keep up the 
good work!
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Physical Education
Ball Crew
 
After the two successful Y7 trials 
last week, I am pleased to confirm 
that 56 Y7 students were selected 
and have successfully completed 
week 1 of training and now pro-
gress onto week 2. Students must 
continue to look for any updates 
(weekly) to group lists and any 
key information about when there 
training is and at what time on the 
Ball Crew display board. Students 
should ask PE staff where the board 
is if they are unsure,

BTEC Sport

BTEC Sport upcoming 'Key Assess-
ment' Information/Dates (Year 10 
& Year 11) for parents/carers & stu-
dents:

Year 10: Key assessment dates/
deadlines? Ger, Harriet & Marsha 
can you put something about infor-
mation/deadlines for Unit 5 here? 
See mine below. Something similar 
to that is fine,

Year 11: Practical Sports Perfor-
mance, Aim B Deadline: Monday 
16th April. Students are required 
to submit video footage of them 
performing a variety of skills, tech-
niques and tactics within drills, 
conditioned practices and competi-
tive matches for two chosen sports 
(training sessions and matches 
are perfect for this). In addition, 
students have to submit a written 
document that details the skills, 
techniques and tactics used in two 
chosen sports.

Spring 2 assessment for year 7 and 
8 - WK beginning 26th March 2018

Year 9 T2 assessment for year 9 - 
WK beginning 9th July 2018

Year 10 BTEC - Students are work-
ing hard to complete their training 
for personal fitness programme 
that they will begin after half term. 
Students are expected to submit a 
6 week plan by the 26th March and 
then carry out their training plan. 
After this they will review their pro-
gramme and use this review to im-
prove their overall performance.

The year 7 girl's basketball team 
have made it into the final, against 
St Paul's School for Girls. The date 
is yet to be confirmed, but we are 
hopeful of a victory and to become 
the league champions.
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Science
Just before Christmas, our 
year 11 pupils sat their mock 
exams in science. As this is 
the new GCSE, this will be 
the first group of students 
to go through the new exam 
format. Last year, in May, we 
took part in a trial exam set by 
the exam board which proved 
very beneficial as it gave  
pupils a practice run of the 
real event. Teachers have now 
finished teaching the course 
content to students leaving 
plenty of time to revise. 

All year 11 students will be  
sitting six science exams in 
May and June. They have been  
given information about 
the topics to revise for the  
different papers and exam 
questions that they can work 
through.

In May, years 7,9,10 and 12 
will be sitting school exams 
and they will have been given 
topics to focus their revision 
on. Revision guides for years 
9 and 10 can be bought from 
the science department.

Staffing-wise within the  
department, Miss Lloyd is 
currently on maternity leave 
and we are very pleased to 
welcome Mrs Blake as her  
replacement. 

Year 9 - Big Physics Quiz- Mr Hester

On 22nd January, eight year 9 pupils represented Bishop Challoner in the 
annual Big Physics Quiz held in the historic Great Hall at the University of 
Birmingham. In between rounds, they were treated to a keynote speech 
about nuclear physics from a researcher at the university, showcasing 
the important work still happening in physics.

Year 7 & 8  

Science Club-Miss Start
Science club ran from January 
to half term with year 7 and 8  
pupils. Before Christmas they did  
some festive practical activities, 
including making ‘Chemis-trees’ 
(chemistry Christmas trees!) and 
chromatography baubles, which 
decorated our labs in the few 
weeks before the Christmas hol-
idays.
 
Science club will be relaunched  
after Easter so watch out for  
information from Miss Start.
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Science
Year 13

25 Genomes Live Chat with the 
Sanger Institute – Miss Mayor

The Year 13 Biologists took part 
in a live chat with scientists  
at the Sanger Institute.  The scien-
tists involved in the live chat were  
involved in the Human Genome 
Project, where they helped to  
sequence the human genome 
with scientists across the world. In  
celebration of the Sanger  
Institute’s 25th Anniversary,  
the Institute is going to decode 
the DNA of 25 UK species for the 
first time and the Year 13 students 
with students across the country 
had the opportunity to vote for  
the species they wanted to be  
sequenced.   

The students researched the  
different species and asked the 
scientists questions about the  
individual species in the live 
chat.   The students could ask any  
questions about genomes,  
sequencing and ethical issues  
surrounding this technology.  The 
students voted for a species that 
they wanted to have sequenced 
by the Sanger Institute and we 
are awaiting the results!  The  
pupils asked excellent questions and  
enjoyed interacting with the  
scientists.  

Years 5 and Year 7!

Monday 12th March was the day 
of the annual Year 5 STEM fair, and 
signalled the start of Primary Sci-
ence Week 2018. On the day of the 
STEM fair, 48 pupils from 11 differ-
ent primary schools visited Bishop 
Challoner and took part in a range 
of science, technology, engineering 
and maths activities: including bal-
loon hovercrafts, robot mazes, and 
Barbie bungee jumps! They also 
had the opportunity to meet two 
STEM ambassadors who spoke to 
the pupils about careers in STEM. 
The activities were led by our  
fantastic Year 7 leaders from Bishop 
Challoner, who worked incredibly 
well with pupils by demonstrating 
the activities, explaining how to be 
successful, and engaging our visi-
tors in STEM subjects. Well done 
Years 5 and Year 7!
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Science
Following on from the STEM fair, 
four more days of science week 
have taken place. These days have 
been organised in association with 
the primary schools in our cluster, 
and each day has catered to a dif-
ferent primary school year group, 
with a specific theme. Pupils have 
had the opportunity to visit a plan-
etarium, undertake a forensics in-
vestigation, and take part in many 
more exciting science activities. 

A group of year 9 pupils took their 
presenting skills and their best 
eggy puns to deliver 3 workshop 
to groups of pupils from the feed-
er primary schools. Taking over a 
room at St Bernards school the girls 
created a quiz and tested the pu-
pils knowledge on space and then 
set the challenge to create a moon 
lander to protect some delicate car-
go. Mrs Phillips was surplus to re-
quirements as Emelia, Alice, Mille, 
Anais and Shannon did an amazing 
job and the primary pupils enjoyed 
testing their creations and inspect-
ing the sometimes messy results.
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Science
Sixth form science 
enrichment

Since the Christmas holidays, a 
group of Year 12 students have 
been planning a primary science 
club for local year 5 pupils as part 
of their enrichment project. The 
teams have been planning and  
carrying out after school science 
clubs for visiting year 5 pupils,  
including a range of exciting  
practical activities. The project 
has been incredibly enjoyable for 
the year 5 pupils, as well as giving 
them an opportunity to visit Bishop 
Challoner and work in a secondary 
school environment, but it has also 
allowed the sixth formers to devel-
op their confidence, organisation 
and leadership skills. On comple-
tion of the project the teams will 
be completing a written report and 
submitting this to achieve a silver 
CREST award. Well done Year 12!

Primary Science Event -  Our Lady of Lourdes    

Wednesday 21st March - Bishop Challoner Science leaders from Year 11 
(Livia Rytlewska, Nancy McAndrew, Dillon Thompson, Isobelle O’Brien, 
Shalom Ajewole and Sean Mcleish) delivered two fun Science sessions as 
part of the Primary Science Week.  The sessions were based on George’s 
Marvellous Medicine and through a range of experiments including  
making George’s magic medicine, super shrinking slime and many 
more experiments, the students told the story!  The Science leaders 
gained and enhanced many of their teaching skills when delivering the 
sessions.  The students from the different Primary Schools that took 
part in the sessions were fantastic and showed exemplary behaviour!  
Thank you to all the students and teachers involved that allowed this to 
be a great experience. 
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Science
Year 13 - Genetic Workshop at the Thinktank

Friday 16th March 

Year 13 visited the Thinktank 
to experience a range of genetic 
techniques to reinforce the students’ 
knowledge and understanding.  

The students gained practical 
experience of using micropipettes 
to improve their accuracy of 
pipetting and micropipette 
DNA samples into practise gels. 
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Science
The workshop allowed the students 
to use PCR ‘Polymerase Chain Re-
action’ to make lots of copies of 
their target DNA, whilst trying to 
solve a crime.  The students used 
a micropipette to add the DNA 
samples into electrophoresis gels 
before staining and rinsing to re-
veal who had committed the crime.   

In the afternoon the students also 
extracted their own DNA and could 
see their own DNA as strands in a 
test tube!  The Year 13’s were giv-
en a range of genetic statements 
to discuss in groups leading to a 
debating session on key genet-
ic issues that are arising due to 
new genetic techniques available.  

Lastly the students explored the 
medicine floor, where they saw a real 
brain!  The students were an asset to 
the school and furthered their prac-
tical skills for genetic techniques.

Looking ahead…

Mrs Brown is taking Eleanor Har-
ris, Isabella Bragg, Joseph Bates 
and Malachy Tun to the Salters’ 
Festival of Chemistry at the Univer-
sity of Birmingham. The students 
will compete against other teams 
from across the Midlands to solve 
crimes using forensic evidence. 
They will get to work in one of the 
undergraduate labs for the day. 
It is a competition, so good luck!

@BCSciDept
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Sixth Form

Last month 4 Year 12 students  
took part in the annual West  
Midlands School visit to Auschwitz 
in Poland, organised by the  
Holocaust Educational Trust.  
This is a four part programme;  
students took     part  in   an  
orientation afternoon before the 
visit, a debrief session and then 
will take part in a “next steps”  
activity, which they must plan and 
deliver themselves. In order to 
be ASDAN accredited Holocaust  
Ambassadors. Two of the  
students have already delivered 
lessons to year 10 classes.

Aahlam Moledina Year 12 has 
been selected for the final round 
in the selection process for this  
prestigious opportunity. She will  
attend a Finalist Selection  
Residential weekend in April and, 
if successful, will attend a week 
long summer school at a top US  
university. This opportunity is 
supplemented with support 
with preparation for US college  
admissions tests.

Visit to Oscott

A group of Sixth Formers,  
accompanied by Miss Kelly and 
Tommy, visited Oscott College 
on 1st March at the invitation of  
Archbishop Bernard Longley. 

This was to give the young people 
an opportunity to engage with the 
Church, take part in discussions and 
workshops and express their views 
prior to the assembly of bishops 
in October on “Youth, Faith and  
Vocational Discernment”.

TWO First Prizes in the 
Columban’s Schools’ Journalism 
competition “Migrants are our 
Neighbours”

Students from year 12 and 13 
submitted entries to this valuable 
awareness raising competition, 
in the form of articles and short 
films. We were delighted to have 
TWO first prizes. Ahlaam Moledina, 
Year 12, won the first prize for her  
written article and Mary Gurdin 
and Fran Bruno, year 13, won first 
prize in eth video category in the 
national competition. They will go 
down to London in June to receive 
their prize, which will be awarded 
by the Archbishop and attend the 
Centenary Mass.

Uniq Summer School  
Oxford

Two of your year 12 students, So-
phie Mousley and Jessica Manning 
have been selected, in a highly 
competitive process, to attend a 
Summer School for aspiring med-
ical students at Oxford University 
this summer.

Recruitment

We have been interviewing our 
own Year 11 students as well as 
those from other institutions this 
half term. We will be holding tast-
er sessions in July and exploration 
days for local Year 10 students too.

Stress Management

Several students have taken  
advantage of a two part course,  
offered to us by Change Birmingham. 
They have spoken very positively of 
the experience and the practical 
strategies that they have been  
introduced to.
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I Was a Stranger and You Made Me Welcome 
(March 2018  By: Ahlaam Moledina)

Ahlaam Moledina (16) has won the Columbans’ young journalists print competition on the theme, ‘Migrants 
are our Neighbours’. She is a pupil of Bishop Challoner Catholic College in Birmingham.

We are living in an age of mobility. To some degree, we always have - anthropological studies have shown that for at least 90% of our 
history, modern humans have lived as nomads. (The Independent, 2014.) In today’s West, we view a society that is quick to defend the 
value of mobility, with the resurgence of populist politics across Europe seemingly holding up the banner of the “little man”, and advocating for the promise of the 
capitalist dream for ordinary people. And yet, the same politics that attempts to endorse social movement is working overtime to keep people in place.

The Home Office has been criticised for its countless layers of bureaucracy and evaluation as part of the immigration process. In 2016, the UNHCR reported that 
there are 23.5 million refugees and asylum-seekers globally. By this point in 2018, these statistics have only increased.

The refugee crisis and the influx of migration into Europe is no longer the problem solely of politicians. It is, as former Foreign Secretary David Miliband so per-
tinently put, a “crisis of humanity”. Today, an increasing number of ordinary people do more for the crisis than those in positions of influence. In the face of this 
humanitarian dilemma, we see the true reaches of human empathy, taught to us by religion, upbringing, everyday life. The 65.5 million displaced people around the 
world show us that we are not simply witnessing a breakdown of peace, but a breakdown of connectivity.

In July 2010, a mere few months before civil war broke out in the Arab Spring, my parents, five siblings and myself migrated to Birmingham, UK from the United 
Arab Emirates. As the anti-immigration and anti-Muslim sentiment grew, spurred on by right-wing groups such as Britain First and UKIP, we saw ourselves in the 
face of the fire. I was nine, my younger brothers seven and three, with limited academic ability in a country unlike any we had ever seen. Amidst the sense 
of antipathy that seemed to surround us, we took consolation in the kindness of our Catholic primary school. A fifteen-minute walk away from home in one of 
Birmingham’s most multiethnic areas, classes saw a balanced mix of Catholic, Muslim, Sikh and Hindu children, as well as children from other religious backgrounds 
(or none at all), put their hands together and recite the Hail Mary in perfect synchronisation. The Catholic ethos that permeated that very building, the teachings 
to “love thy neighbour as thyself ” and the message to follow the example of the Good Samaritan imprinted onto every child that came through the green gates. 
In the whirlwind of political disillusionment and cultural isolation, and in the confusion of being young and uneducated and foreign, we were comforted by the 
repeated mantra of “migrants are our neighbours” that seeped out of every RE lesson.

Seven years and a Catholic secondary education later, I am now a passionate activist fighting for the rights of refugees and migrants in whatever way I can. Not 
least because I am a migrant, but because during a period where I believed my presence in this country to be invalid, I received every opportunity that my Brit-
ish-born peers were offered alongside me. After every class service and whole school Mass, Pope Francis’ words echo through my mind: “for us Christians, hospitality 
offered to the weary traveller is offered to Jesus Christ himself.”

I am not a Christian, but I was welcomed into the Church as though my headscarf strengthened our connections rather than weakened them. In 2016, as a mem-
ber of my school’s Chaplaincy Team, I visited St. Chad’s Sanctuary, a centre that welcomes and hosts asylum-seekers and refugees during their respective journeys. 
An average of 150 people per week come to the centre to receive food, clothing and hygiene products, as well as Beginner English lessons to aid their transition 
into British society. In their effort to live as the Papal Message instructs them to, and to welcome strangers and comfort travellers, St Chad’s has become one of 
the most important places for migrants and asylum-seekers in Birmingham. It is a place of community and comfort. Volunteers at St Chad’s are now well acquainted 
with the Arabic word “inshallah” - meaning “if God wills.” In an increasingly divisive world where religion, language and even postcode causes strained relationships, 
St Chad’s Sanctuary remains an example of uniting in humanity, in compassion, and in God.

Britain is often viewed by the world as being the epitome of societal tolerance, but in a refugee crisis that bears a chilling resemblance to one which plagues our 
past, we must examine a history which shows the hidden truth behind the British response to the Holocaust. We see, as The Guardian states, that “current bigotry 
against asylum-seekers... closely mimics prewar anti-Jewish sentiments, and in both instances has been legitimised by British immigration policy.” The British govern-
ment rejected ten times as many applications for asylum during the Second World War than they accepted.

Hebrews 13:2 tells us to “remember always to welcome strangers, for by doing this, some people have entertained angels without knowing it.” We have been here 
before. We must not repeat our mistakes. We must not push away these angels seeking the aid they are wholly deserving of.

In this crisis of connectivity, we celebrate our differences and rejoice in our similarities. It is not one’s religion, race or nationality that makes them who they are, 
but the strength of their character and their benevolence for their fellow human. Whether granted by Church, Mosque, parent or life experience, we have a duty to 
use this intrinsic concern for good to ensure that we make strangers welcome, no matter who they may be.

@BCCSix

Sixth Form
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BCTSA

School Direct – Trainee 
Teachers

A large part of what we do here at 
BCTSA is to train teachers through 
the School Direct (PGCE) route. Our 
current trainees have now taken 
part in their second placements 
– this is a fantastic opportunity 
for trainees to spend half a term  
experiencing life in a different 
school. With training days every  
Friday at their respective Uni-
versities – currently we work 
with Warwick and Newman, 
the trainees are making great  
progress and are on track to  
finish their training in the summer.

BCTSA is actively recruiting 
for trainee teachers to start in  
September 2018 – UCAS is open 
for applications and we are already 
over half way to filling our places. 
Still available are training positions 
in a range of secondary subjects, 
including Science, Maths, Art, D&T, 
English and Geography as well  
as Primary and Primary with a  
PE Specialism. There are  

generous bursaries attached to  
some subjects, so definitely worth  
looking at if you are due to  
graduate this summer, or are 
looking to change careers. The 
support given when you train 
with our Alliance is evident from 
the feedback of our trainees. 

We are always happy to have a 
chat with individuals who are 
thinking about going into teaching 
– both recent graduates and ca-
reer changers. An Honours degree 
is required (class 2:2 or above) as 
well as a GCSE in Maths and Eng-
lish, grade C or above, and the ad-
dition of GCSE Science for those 
going into Primary teaching. A 
fun, difficult, exhausting year, but 
ultimately a rewarding career!

STEM Paid Internships 
– starts mid-June 2018

We have been busy interview-
ing for 50 intern places as part of 
a new Government funded pro-
gramme for penultimate year Un-
dergraduates. There is a bursary of 
£1,200 for each trainee and they 
will be expected to spend 4 weeks 
in one of our Alliance schools as-
sisting in Maths and Physics class-
es. This will hopefully benefit the 
students in class, as well as encour-
age some of these subject enthusi-
asts to go on to apply to be teach-
ers once they have graduated. 
Places are still available, so see 
w w w. b c t s a . o rg / Pa i d - I nte r n -
ship-Programme for details.

Leadership 
Development 

Our programmes support teachers 
at all stages of their careers. From 
NQTs to Aspiring Middle Lead-
ers; Senior Leadership to Aspiring 
Primary Heads, there is general-
ly a Leadership course available 
for those looking to climb the ca-
reer ladder. We are very pleased 
to be delivering the recently re-
vamped, nationally accredited 
programmes for Senior and Mid-
dle Leaders (NPQSL and NPQML) 
in partnership with Leadership 
Live. We are now into Cohort 2 of 
both programmes, showing that 
there is a demand out there for 
this level of professional support.
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BCTSA

Contact us for more 
information: teachingschool@
bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk

Tel: 0121 441 6175              
Website: www.bctsa.org

Future Teaching  
Scholars

We are very pleased to continue 
to be part of the Future Teach-
ing Scholars national programme  
funded through the Department 
for Education, encouraging and 
training Maths and Physics Univer-
sity undergraduates to start their 
career paths into Teaching. Our 
first and second cohorts are enjoy-
ing the sessions and also benefit 
from £5,000 per year throughout 
their 3 year degree programme.  

If  you  know any current Sixth 
Formers who are thinking of 
eventually becoming Maths 
or Physics teachers, do tell 
them about this opportunity. 
More details can be found at 

https://www.futureteachingschol-
ars.com/

Bonjour!   ¡Hola!
Anyone for Languages?

Following the success of our TSST 
MFL programme in 2016/2017, 
we are running this DfE fund-
ed course for Secondary teach-
ers again this year. With over 80 
teachers from across the West 
Midlands currently enrolled on 
the course, we are pleased to be 
able to partner with some new 
schools to act as host venues for 
this great training opportunity. 
With Modern Foreign Languages 
due to play an increasing role in 

the secondary curriculum in the 
future, the DfE are keen to grow 
the knowledge of existing lan-
guage teachers (so they are able 
to teach 2 or even 3 different lan-
guages). Teachers who teach a dif-
ferent subject, but have French, 
Spanish or German as their native 
language can also benefit from this 
programme – so that in the future 
they could consider teaching their 
own language as a second subject. 
Using Rosetta Stone for on-
line, private learning at home, 
our learners are really getting 
a fully immersive experience.

www.bctsa.org
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FOBC

@bc_friends

FOBC had their third fundraiser of the year on Friday night in the 6th form 
common room. The students and parents travelling on the Porto Football 
Trip all attended the Quiz and Curry Night. The support was massive and 
we had nearly 100 students, staff and parents attend in the night. This was 
absolutely fantastic and we raised over £700 for our school. After Easter, 
FOBC will be doing their first ex student profile on Dom Cunningham as 
he prepares for the Commonwealth Games.

Happy Easter from FOBC!

£700
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Easter Classes
Year 11 Easter Classes 2018 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Please find details of classes being put on by staff for Year 11 students during the Easter holiday in 
preparation for their forthcoming GCSE examinations. 
 
It is expected all students will attend where required, staff will inform them if they are not required for the 
whole day.   

 
Date Subject Group Staff Room Time 

Tuesday 3rd April 

History 
 

11A1 Mrs Morris H1/H2 8.50-3.10 

History 
 

11A2 Miss Reading H4 8.50-3.10 

History 
 

11B Mrs Morris H1/H2 8.50-3.10 

History 
 

11C Mr Bennett H3 8.50-3.10 

History 
 

11SH Mr McGurran R4 8.50-3.10 

RE 
 

11X3 Miss Bisset R3 8.50-3.10 

Thursday 5th April Art 
 

11A & 11B Mrs Baptiste A2 8.50-3.10 

Tuesday 10th April Product Design 
 

11C Miss Conroy T2 8.50-3.10 

Wednesday 11th April French 
 

11A1 Miss Mazabraud L4 8.50-3.10 

Thursday 12th April 

Geography 
 

11A1 Mrs Dawson G2 8.50-12.00 

Geography 
 

11B1 Mr Mullins G3 8.50-12.00 

Geography 
 

11B2 Mrs Dawson G2 12.00-3.10 

Geography 
 

11SH & 11YW Mr Mullins G3 12.00-3.10 

Friday 13th April 

Computer 
Science 

11C Mr Ravenscroft C4 8.50-12.00* 

Art 11C Miss Swingler A1 8.50-3.10 
 

 

Students are to enter via the door by PA4 and sign in and out using the screen by the Pastoral office. 

• Revised finishing time 
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Other BC News

@BishopChalloner

Uniform
Students are required to wear the 
standard uniform of blazer, tie, white/blue 
shirt with black straight leg school trousers 
(not skinny or boot cut) or girls can wear 
a knee length black school skirt. Girls are 
also reminded that if they choose to wear 
a skirt, then they should wear plain, black, 
opaque tights. Students are reminded that 
black leather school shoes should be worn 
and that trainers/trainer style shoes are 
forbidden.

Please note that school shoes must be kept 
completely black.  There are a number 
of styles, particularly for girls, currently 
in fashion with wood style soles.  These 
are not suitable for school.  School shoes 
should also be leather and not patent.

In order to complement the smart school 
uniform we insist that students’ hair is 
smart in appearance and that students 
do not have shaved/razored hair styles 
or lines/patterns shaved into the hair.  
Extreme changes of hair colour are also 
not permitted.  The final decision as 
to whether a particular haircut/style is 
appropriate is at the discretion of senior 
staff.

Make up, nail varnish and jewellery are 
not permitted, with the exception of one 
pair of plain gold stud earrings which may 
be worn by girls.

Summer uniform can be worn from May 
half term onwards.  Should the weather 
change and reflect the uniform to be worn 
any earlier you will be informed.

Please continue to top up your child’s Schoolcomms account in order for them 
to purchase school meals.

Schoolcomms

Mobile Phones
With most pupils in school now owning 
mobile phones for use to and from 
school, it is important that they are also 
not a distraction to study.  All students 
should hand mobile phones into the 
pastoral office for safe keeping and can 
collect them at the end of the school 
day.  Students found with mobile 
phones during lessons and around the 
school will have them confiscated and 

they will be returned at the discretion 
of senior staff/Heads of Year. In more 
persistent cases, phones may only be 
returned to parents/carers.

I know that you will, as always, support 
us in maintaining the smart appearance 
of your children and high standards of 
discipline, so that our focus in school 
can be on educational achievement.

Uniform Sales
Please look out for details of school uniform sales that will be held in school over 
the course of next half term.  All items will be available to purchase.  Prices and 
sale dates will be shown on the school website prior to each event.

Happy Easter

Please continue to visit our website where you will find all the latest news and 
announcements.  Click on the image below to go to the website.

Latest News 

https://www.bishopchalloner.org.uk/
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