
 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Education Needs Information Report 

 

Our Mission Statement 

In our Community of Faith in 

Bishop Challoner Catholic College 

We give glory to God by developing our full potential and in 

Our service to others 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and 

Of the Holy Spirit 

  

Bishop Challoner Catholic College is a high achieving mainstream school which is proud of its Christian values.  Its 

excellent academic results and sporting achievements are the result of a successful partnership between our dedicated 

staff, pupils and their parents. 

  

How can I find the Local Offer for the Birmingham authority? 

The Birmingham Local Authority’s Local Offer can be found at: 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/localoffer 

   

Who is the Bishop Challoner’s Special Educational Needs co-ordinator and how can I make contact? 

Mrs E. Breen is the Special Educational Needs co-ordinator (SENCO) and Mrs S Warhurst is the Assistant SENCO at Bishop 

Challoner and they can be contacted via the school office on 0121 444 4161 or by email: 

e.breen@bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk 

s.warhurst@bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk 

  

What kinds of Special Education Needs does Bishop Challoner Catholic College make provision for, what does this 

provision look like and how do we know that it works? 

The support in the table opposite acts as a guide and actual support will be based on then specific needs of each pupil.  

All pupils in school have support through differentiation (work set for the ability of the pupil) and quality first teaching 

(excellent teaching for all pupils). 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Types of need and what they 

could look like 
Examples of support in our school How we check it is working 

Cognition and learning 

A pupil learns at a slower pace 

than their peers and their long 

term outcomes may not be the 

same. 

 Quality first teaching. 

 Some pupils will access support within 

the classroom from an additional adult. 

 For a very small number of pupils, 

additional literacy/numeracy 

intervention will be provided.  

 For very few pupils 1-1 support will be 

accessible. 

 Using normal school monitoring and tracking 

procedures e.g.  Teacher observations, pupil 

assessments, attendance monitoring. 

 Conversations with the pupil and their 

parents about their learning. 

 Further and more specialist assessments will 

be undertaken for the pupils receiving more 

focussed teaching and support. 

Communication and        

Interaction 

A pupil may have difficulty in 

understanding what is said, being 

able to express what they want 

to say and understanding social 

behaviours 

 Quality first teaching. 

 Pastoral support – Form    teacher, 

Head of Year. 

 A very small number of pupils will 

access support within the classroom 

from an additional adult. 

 For pupils with a diagnosis of autism, 

advice is available from the 

Communication and Autism Team 

 Using normal school monitoring and tracking 

procedures e.g.  Teacher observations, pupil 

assessments, attendance monitoring. 

 Conversations with the pupil and their 

parents about their learning. 

 Further and more specialist assessments will 

be undertaken for the pupils receiving more 

focussed teaching and support. 

Social, emotional and mental 

health 

This encompasses a broad range 

of difficulties that may affect a 

child at various times throughout 

their education  

 Quality first teaching. 

 Pastoral support – Form tutor, Head of 

Year. 

 For a very small number of pupils 

individual plans will be put into place 

as required.   

 Mentoring is available to some pupils 

on a limited basis. 

 Referrals to FTB, Children’s Services, 

and other specialist organisations will 

be made as required.  

 Using normal school monitoring and tracking 

procedures e.g.  Teacher observations, pupil 

assessments, attendance monitoring. 

 Conversations with the pupil and their 

parents about their learning. 

 Further and more specialist assessments will 

be undertaken for the pupils receiving more 

focussed teaching and support. 

Sensory and/or physical needs: 

Some children may have a 

hearing impairment, a visual 

impairment or a physical    

disability  

 Quality first teaching. 

 Pastoral support – Form   teacher, 

Head of Year. 

 For children with a medical diagnosis, 

advice is provided by the Sensory 

Support Services, (Visual Impairment 

and Hearing Impairment) and Victoria 

Outreach 

 Using normal school monitoring and tracking 

procedures e.g.  Teacher observations, pupil 

assessments, attendance. 

 Conversations with the pupil and their 

parents about their learning. 

 Further and more specialist assessments will 

be undertaken for the pupils receiving more 

focussed teaching and support. 

 Access to all curriculum areas where possible. 

 However, this is not a fully accessible school 

for pupils with wheelchairs and walking aids.  

 

 

 



 

 

How does Bishop Challoner Catholic College identify and assess Special Educational Needs? 

Bishop Challoner follows the ‘Special Education Needs and Disability Code of Practice:  0 to 25 years’, 2015 and practises 

the recommended graduated approach (a four part process of Assess, Plan, Do and Review).  

 

Year 6 pupils with SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disability) transferring to Bishop Challoner are visited by the 

Head of Year 7 and the Assistant SENCO in June to gain relevant information about the pupil from the primary SENCO 

(Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator).  During the Year 6/Year 7 Transition Days in July, all pupils will complete 

Reading and Spelling tests to help identify pupils who may need extra support. 

 

Year 7 pupils with low reading ages complete further tests in September so that a pupil profile can be created to provide 

information for teachers so that teachers can support these pupils with confidence and success. Pupils starting school 

at a different time will be assessed as appropriate. 

 

Pupils who meet the criteria for special educational needs will be placed on Bishop Challoner’s SEND register and extra 

support will be provided. Parents of those pupils will be informed by letter and invited into school to discuss their child’s 

special needs and provision. Every endeavour will be made to make reasonable adjustments for pupils who may have a        

disability under the Equality Act 2010.  Pupils who need specialist help which school cannot provide are referred to an 

appropriate outside agency.   

 

How do the school know how much progress is being made by pupils with Special Educational Needs? 

Statement/ EHC Plan reviews take place annually as outlined in the Code of Practice guidelines. 

 

Teachers supported by the senior leadership team are responsible for monitoring the progress of all pupils, including 

those with SEN, through regular observations, six times a year.  Members of the SEND department monitor pupil 

progress data and review groups which meet six times a year to ensure that outcomes are being met. 

 

All pupils who are placed on the school’s special needs register have a pupil profile written for them which is reviewed 

termly. The pupil profile details the specific area of need of the pupil and the help given to address the need as well as 

the base line achievements and progress of the pupils.  

 

What extra-curricular activities can a pupil with Special Educational Needs access at school? 

All pupils are encouraged to participate in a wide variety of extra-curricular activities, including sport, technology, music 

and subject related clubs which take place before and after school. Risk assessments and school protocol will be 

reviewed frequently to ensure the needs and safety of all pupils are met. 

 

What specialist help does Bishop Challoner have access to in order to support pupils with Special Educational Needs?  

Advice and support is available for pupils who have been referred to the following external agencies: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Agency Who they work with How to make contact 

Pupil and school support (PSS)  

Pupils with cognition and learning 

difficulties to progress and achieve to 

the best of their abilities.  

Via school SENCO 

For further information on Access to Education. 

Tel: 0121 303 0464 

Email: info@access-to-education.com 

Web: www.access-to-education.com  

Communication and Autism 

Team (C/AT)  

Provides specialist support to       

children and young people with an 

Autistic Spectrum Disorder.  

Via school SENCO 

For further information on Access to Education. 

Tel: 0121 303 0464 

Email: info@access-to-education.com 

Web: www.access-to-education.com  

Speech and Language Therapy 

Provides a citywide service to children 

and young people with        

communication difficulties.  

Via school SENCO. 

Moseley Hall Hospital, Alcester Road, Moseley,       Birmingham, 

B13 8JL 

Telephone: 0121 466 6256  

Forward Thinking           

Birmingham 

0-25 year old experiencing mental health 

problems 

Via referral through GP, A & E, School SENCO or self referral.  

Forward Thinking Birmingham has its own dedicated website.  

Please visit  www.forwardthinkingbirmingham.org.uk  

Sensory Support (Visual 

Impairment)  
Pupils with visual impairment.  

Via school SENCO 

For further information on Access to Education. 

Tel: 0121 303 0464 

Email: info@access-to-education.com 

Web: www.access-to-education.com  

Sensory Support (Visual Support 

Team)  
Pupils with hearing impairment.  

Via school SENCO 

For further information on Access to Education. 

Tel: 0121 303 0464 

Email: info@access-to-education.com 

Web: www.access-to-education.com  

OUTREACH Teams e.g. Victoria 

Outreach  

Physical Difficulties Support         

promotes the inclusive education of 

children and young people with   

physical difficulties.  

Via school SENCO. 

For further information on Access to Education. 

Tel: 0121 303 0464 

Email: info@access-to-education.com 

Web: www.access-to-education.com  

School nurse  
Promotes and supports the health and 

wellbeing of all pupils in school.  
Via school SENCO  

The Information, Advice and 

Support Service (IASS) 

(previously Social Services) 

This service is currently under 

review.  

Provides a single point of contact for 

professionals and members of the public 

who want to seek support or raise 

concerns about a child. 

Children’s Information and Advice Service :  Monday to 

Thursday 08.45 – 17.15 and Friday 08.45 – 16.15 

Telephone: 0121 303 1888                                    Email: 

iasscitywide@birmingham.gov.uk  

SENDIASS (formerly called 

Parent Partnership Service) 

Provides quality and impartial advice to 

Parents, Children & Young People to 

ensure they can fully participate in all 

education, health and other care 

decisions. 

Email: sendiass@birmingham.gov.uk  

All Saints Youth Projects 
Supporting Young People and their 

Families 

0121 4414106  

Allsaintsyouthproject.org.uk 

 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/child-referrals
mailto:iasscitywide@birmingham.gov.uk


 

 

How are external support services that can help parents with pupils who have  

Special educational needs and or disabilities. 

The Student Support Co-ordinator has responsibility for overseeing pupils’ emotional wellbeing and making referrals to 

appropriate outside agencies for support, for example  All Saints (counselling) and Edwards Trust (bereavement).  

Where the involvement of more one agency may be needed, early help will be started. 

  

How important is my involvement in the education of my child with Special Educational Needs at Bishop Challoner 

Catholic College? 

We see education in its widest sense as a partnership between the child, the parents and the school. The school seeks 

to establish the strongest possible links with parents and involve them in their children’s learning. Research shows that 

this enhances children’s happiness, confidence and achievements. School recognises and values that parents hold key 

information and have unique knowledge and experience to contribute to the shared view of their child’s needs and the 

best ways of supporting them.  

 

Parents will be told by letter if their child is going to have extra help and will be invited into school to discuss how home 

and school can work together.  Parents are strongly encouraged to use the school’s website to keep up to date with 

general information about the school, and attend parents’ consultation days and reviews to keep up to date about their 

child. 

  

How will my child be involved in their learning? 

At all stages, we believe that pupil involvement in their learning is crucial. Pupils with special educational needs often 

have a unique knowledge of their own needs and their views about what sort of help they would like to have to make 

the most of their education. To this end, pupils will talk about their learning with their subject teachers and share their 

views during annual review meetings.  All pupils with a special educational need or disability will meet with a teaching 

assistant to share their views about what is working and not working in school.  Actions will be agreed and put into 

place. The SEND Code of Practice 2015 states clearly that pupil participation in all decision-making processes has to be 

central to achieve successful outcomes. 

 

 How can my child with Special Educational Needs improve their outcomes whilst at school? 

Your child’s outcomes will be considerably improved by regular attendance and full participation in school life. We 

encourage parents to support their child to complete    homework and read with them regularly. Parents of pupils with 

a Statement / EHCP (Education and Health Care Plans) have regular phone contact with their child’s teaching assistant 

when concerns can be discussed and addressed. 

 

How will my child with Special Educational Needs be supported through transition? 

We aim to make times of transition as easy as possible for the pupils in our school.  For pupils moving from Year 6 to 

Year 7 our SENCO liaises with the SENCO at your child’s primary school to support them through this important 

transition. You and your child will be involved in planning this transition through the annual review of your child’s 

Statement /EHCP. 

 

Likewise, in years 9, 11 and 13 transition planning will take place as part of your child’s annual review. In addition to this 

they will have access to the services of an independent careers adviser and specialist support services, if appropriate 

(e.g. teacher of the deaf). 

 

How does Bishop Challoner ensure that children with disabilities have equal access? 

Bishop Challoner Catholic College complies with section 69 (2)) of the Children and Families Act which describes the 

arrangements for the admission of disabled pupils. The steps that Bishop Challoner Catholic College has taken to prevent 

disabled pupils from being treated less favourably than other pupils and the facilities that are provided to help pupils 

with disabilities access school are included in two documents: 

 



 

 

 Bishop Challoner’s Accessibility plan 2015 

 Bishop Challoner’s Access Audit. 

 

Both documents are available on the school’s website under the SEND section. 

 

How does Bishop Challoner ensure that the Pupil Premium is spent well? 

Spending the pupil premium budget effectively so that barriers to learning are reduced or ideally eliminated are 

described in full in the pupil premium policy. This is available on the school’s website. This document explains the 

rationale for the spending and how the outcomes are measured. It also explains how the pupil premium allocation was 

spent in the previous academic year and the impact of this expenditure. 

  

What should I do if I have a complaint about how my child’s special educational needs are being met and how will 

my complaint be dealt with? 

The staff and Governors are committed to resolving complaints as quickly as possible. If at all possible, concerns and 

complaints will be handled and resolved informally without the need to make a formal referral. It is expected that your 

child’s Head of Year will be able to sort out most concerns without the need to go any further 

  

The formal Complaints Procedure will need to be started when initial or informal attempts to resolve the issue are 

unsuccessful and the person raising the concern or complaint remains dissatisfied and wishes to take the matter further. 

  

The Complaints Procedure approved by the Governing Body follows the Birmingham City Council Model Procedure and 

Guidance notes for Schools. Further information can be obtained from the school website: 

www.bishopchalloner.org.uk-home-about-policies-complaintsprocedure 

  

Who is the named governor responsible for Special Educational Needs at Bishop Challoner Catholic College?  

Mrs Jo McGettrick is the named Governor for Special Educational Needs at Bishop Challoner Catholic College.  The 

Principal and the SENCO give Mrs McGettrick a report on the provision and outcomes for pupils with SEND every year.  

The Governors will challenge, support and advise the Principal if outcomes are not being met. 
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