
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 8 February Half Term Newsletter 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
This half term our Year 8 students have been particularly focused on their academic progress at school. The Transition 
1 assessments have motivated the year group to showcase their commitment to learning and individual progress. 
During my visits to form rooms and subject lessons I have witnessed a sense of intentional learning. Students have 
taken responsibility and shown initiative in preparing for the assessments.  I have really enjoyed observing the buzz 
amongst the Year group. 
 
After half term we will be launching a reading focus with Year 8. The week beginning 6th March all key stage 3 
students will be invited to take part in our annual charity readathon. This is a great opportunity for home to support 
the idea of reading especially if you do not hear your child read as regularly as you did in their primary years.  
 
It is evident that some students are often slow at reading and have difficulty understanding text because they have 
not become fluent readers through regular practice. Reading for pleasure develops reading fluency and 
comprehension, improves vocabulary and increases general knowledge. It also develops the skills needed for writing 
and problem solving skills.  
 
As the year group move up through the school, our students will encounter large quantities of new vocabulary in their 
courses, particularly when listening to teachers. The ability to spell the words correctly in note-taking, for looking up in 
dictionaries and books and for searching on the internet, will significantly affect their academic achievement. Just 20 
minutes reading a day could have a significant impact on your child’s achievement.  I ask you during the second half of 
the spring term to support and encourage your child to take up the challenge of reading more regularly with you at 
home. 
 
I look forward to seeing you on Thursday 23rd March at the Year 8 Parent Consultation afternoon. This should be an 
afternoon of celebration and opportunity for you to discuss your child’s progress with their subject teachers. 
 
I hope you enjoy reading this snapshot of events that have taken place in various departments during this half term. I 
always feel very honoured to be working with such a lovely year group; thank you for your continued support.  
 
Please find below some of the highlights and notices from this half term: 
 
Year 8 Form Recognition  
Year 8 tutors have been particularly impressed with the following students as part of their contribution to form life 
this half term.  Well done to all these students for your continued motivation and superb attitudes towards your form 
groups and school life. 
 

8BON Emily Poole and Liam McGrath for having good attendance this term and they have bought all correct 
equipment every day. 

8HIL Summer Ryder and Patrick Best for always smiling and volunteering to help out with equipment checks. 
8LIV Jack Glennon for appreciating school rules.  Anais Dupree for improved uniform standards. 

8MAC Ciaran Clifford for his excellent effort in all aspects of school.  Owen Flavin for his leadership and 
representation of the form and year group on the school council. 

8SCO Shauna Crehan and Ellie Miles; they are always willing to lend a hand! 
8SHA Billy O'Kane for having such a mature attitude. Carlos Lopez for his continued good behaviour in form 

time. He is a very good role model for the rest of the class. 
 
 
 
 
 



Commit to Character Awards 
Well done to following students who have achieved their “Commit to Character” award this half term. These students 
have received signatures from their teachers for their commitment to their learning. They have been intentional in 
trying to improve classwork and homework. These students have set an example for others to follow. Many of these 
students have received signatures for being compassionate, perhaps showing kindness and supporting others. We are 
very proud of all these students who set themselves high expectations every day at school. We were delighted to take 
these students bowling this half term as part of their reward trip.  We look forward to taking more students on 
rewards trips next half term. 
 
8BON- Shay Glennon, Emily Kamara, Liam McGrath, Gabriel Seymour. 8HIL- Bradley Flavin, Katie Foley, Grace 
Waldron, Joe Wheatley, Aimee Martin.  8LIV- Ciara Corcoran, Abby Duggins, Carolina Hernandes-Velasco, Rachel 
McCauley, Harry Mullen, Alice Stewart, Joshua Tullet-Flavin.  8MAC- Ciaran Clifford, Millie Summlar.  8SCO- Nathan 
Adams, Emma Henry, Phoebe Hynes, Erin Mackey, Amelia McCartney, Billy O’Kane, Connor O’Keefe Clancy, David 
Paine, Emelia Wormwell.  8SHA- Preah Beckford, Poppy Houston, Ellie Miles. 
 
Computing 
Year 8 have been exploring the mysterious and captivating art of cryptography in their computing lessons. Starting in 
the times of the ancient Romans, pupils have discovered how Julius Caesar was able to send encrypted messages 
across the battlefield of his empire through the means of a simple cipher known as the Caesar Cipher. Pupils have 
decoded and encoded their own messages using this effective encryption technique and related the benefits of this 
technique to the modern digital world that we live in. Moving forward in time to the birth of the modern computer, 
pupils have seen first-hand how a computer works at its most basic through binary. Pupils have explored how binary is 
understood and converted to language and numbers that we can understand as people. 
 
They have concluded the half term with the completion of their T1 assessment which sees them tested on everything 
that they have looked at in computing since joining Challoner.  
 
Citizenship 
This half term in Citizenship lessons, students have been learning all about the significance of living in a free society 
and what duties come with such liberties. By the end of this topic students should recognise the vast freedoms the UK 
is blessed with and how international law protects their freedoms abroad. Students should be able to explain case 
studies where countries still restrict basic liberties and why. One lesson students often enjoy in this topic is all about 
the death penalty and different government’s perspectives on this type of punishment. Students are asked to engage 
with arguments for and against the death penalty and use statistics and factual evidence to form their own 
perspective. 
 
English 
Year 8 have had a very busy half term; they have been working on understanding the historical representation in 'The 
Boy in Striped Pyjamas' and preparing hard for their T1 assessments. Students developed key revision techniques 
which will be crucial throughout their academic careers and will prepare them for the rigorous new exams in year 11. 
After half term, year 8 pupils will be studying 'The Tempest'. On 30th of March, students will have the opportunity to 
watch the RSC's live performance of 'The Tempest' and ask the actors and director any questions that they have about 
the play. 
 
Year 8 English club continues to go from strength to strength. Run by a team of very enthusiastic sixth form leaders, it 
is a new initiative this term where year 8 students can come and get extra help with essay writing skills in small 
groups: especially important in the run up to T1! With a relaxed and welcoming atmosphere, all year 8 students are 
welcome. 
 
Geography 
Year 8 have now finished the first country study of Russia and are moving onto the fascinating newly industrialising 
country of Brazil. From learning about the Brazil’s amazing physical features like the Amazon River and rainforest, to 
analysing why people are moving from rural areas to major cities such as Rio de Janeiro, the Brazil topic of work is 
always a popular choice with our students. Students will also be shortly learning about the impacts of Brazil hosting 
the Olympic Games, and consider the many social, economic and environmental influences that events like these may 
bring to a nation. 
 
 
 



History 
Year 8 have been studying the Industrial Revolution this term; looking at the consequences of rapid industrialisation 
on British society. The T1 exam is a single essay question focusing on the question of progress in the Industrial 
Revolution and testing students’ conceptual understanding, application of factual detail, use of sources and 
engagement with historical interpretations. Revision is the key to success with the T1, and students can make use of 
both the preparation PowerPoint given to them in class as well as the revision PowerPoint available on the VLE. After 
the T1, students will be studying transatlantic slavery and its lasting legacy. Birmingham has strong links with the slave 
traded documented in the Central Library’s Black History Collection, which students are encouraged to view over the 
holiday. They can also look at local iron works and gunsmiths to get a sense of Birmingham’s role in this particular 
chapter of history. 
 
Maths 
Year 8 have spent the first few weeks of term studying percentages, and then have been preparing for their T1 tests 
which took place just before half term. It is clear that many students have put in hours of revision – well done! The 
results should give us a reflection of the pupils’ progress as they are now half way through key stage 3. We look 
forward to these after half term. 
  
A number of Year 8s take part in the maths enrichment club. Students have investigated quadratic sequences through 
playing games and have applied formulas for volume and surface area of cylinders, to investigate the best packaging 
method for companies to use. Once a month the maths enrichment club has been joined by students from seven 
primary schools. In these sessions students from Bishop Challoner have teamed up with primary school students in 
teams to compete against each other in a variety of challenges from relay races to picture puzzles to rich problems. 
Year 8 students have shown great leadership and team skills in participating in these activities which have been 
greatly enjoyed by all. If you feel like some exciting maths challenges is for you, then come and join the fun every 
Wednesday! 
  
As always, if students are struggling with concepts covered in class, or are in need of support with their homework, 
the mymaths drop-in runs weekly on a Monday after school, staffed by maths teachers. It has been fantastic to see 
some dedicated Year 8s turn up weekly for support. The Maths One-to-One Support Programme has continued this 
half term, with some of our year 8 students coming in before school to strengthen their mathematical skills with our 
sixth form tutors. Attendance to sessions has improved a lot this half term, which has resulted in greater levels of 
mathematical confidence and understanding being shown by students in lessons. Well done to those who have been 
regularly attending. We would however strive to achieve higher levels of attendance and punctuality to all sessions, as 
this will ensure the programme has the greatest impact on students. If parents/guardians have any queries or 
concerns regarding the programme, then please contact Mr Wooler or Mr Jethwa in the Mathematics Department. 
  
The maths department would like to recognise some excellent students that have worked brilliantly this half term. A 
big well done to: Poppy Houston; Millie Summlar; Liam Rose; Adam Gambissi; Harry Richards; Zachary Bates; Connor 
O'Keeffe Clancy; Amelia McCartney; Ellie Miles; Anais Brotherson-Ingram; Fiona Barton and Ismaeel Smith. A 
particular mention must also go to Hannah Scollon, who won mathematician of the fortnight for KS3. Keep up the 
good work everyone! 
 
Performing Arts 
Fees for instrumental lessons were due on Friday 3rd February.  If you haven’t already paid please do so as a matter of 
urgency.  If you have any problems or queries regarding payment please email Mrs Choudhury at 
l.choudhury@bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk.  BC Orchestra is now taking place on Tuesdays after school from 3.15-
4.00pm in PA2.  If you have instrumental lessons both in or outside of school you are more than welcome to attend.  
Students need to see Miss Hughes in PA1 for more information.  We currently have instrumental spaces available for 
an immediate start on any woodwind instrument and drum kit.  Please email Mrs Choudhury for further information 
and prices. 
 
PE and sporting news 
Year 8 boys took part in an indoor cricket match against Queensbridge, they won 63-42. The year 8 basketball team 
started the season losing to Queensbridge but most recently beat Niksham 10-6. Congratulations to these boys. The 
year 8 boys and girls have the Basketball School Games to look forward to next Thursday. 
 
We have been extremely impressed with the number of students attending Extra-Curricular activities within P.E. this 
year. Most clubs have 25, 30 students attending which is excellent! If you would like to know what clubs are on in the 
morning or afternoons, head to the school website or PE department twitter page @BCPEDepartment in order 
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to access the timetable. There are new girls only clubs being ran by the GLAMS who are trying to get more girls active, 
check out their noticeboard to see what is going on. The PE department would like to reward and thank pupils for 
their attendance and commitment to PE clubs.  Therefore, pupils can collect a “Reward Card” from either their PE or 
club teacher, then simply collect a signature off their club teacher each time they attend. At the end of the half term 
pupils are to take their card to Miss Beall in the PE office to collect their prize.  
 
Year 8 Girls Basketball 
The year 8 girls basketball team have had a great start to the season, beating Bartley Green High School. Well done to 
Emily Kamara who was voted player of the match! We still have a lot of matches to play but we’re hoping to make the 
basketball final for the second year running.  Well done girls! 
 
RE 
Congratulations to year 8 for their outstanding efforts in preparing for their T1 assessments in Religious Education.  
During this half term year 8 have been exploring issues regarding evil and suffering. This has enabled them to discuss 
issues such as;  

 Why do people suffer? 

 Why do Christians believe that God is good? 

 Why do people do evil things? 

 Why is freewill important? 

 Can suffering ever be good? 

 How did Jesus respond to suffering? 

 How do Christians believe Jesus conquered suffering? 

 How does God use people to end suffering? 

 What has being sorry got to do with suffering? 
 
This unit has involved discussion, questioning and focusing on the development of students critical thinking in order to 
help them establish their own personal viewpoint to these issues, whilst respecting the views of opposing opinions.  
 
Science 
Year 8 have recently completed their T1 exams in science and may have already received their results, if not, they will 
be getting them back after half term. It is important that the students reflect on their performance as they enter into 
the next phase of their science curriculum. In January of Year 9 all students will be starting their GCSEs in science so 
students need to be understanding all the work covered in lessons in preparation for this important time. Continued 
use of the Kerboodle online resource is essential. 
 
Spiritual Life 
Whole School Charity 
In January the students voted for the “Alzheimers Society” to be our Whole School 
Charity this year. The Alzheimers Society is the leading UK care and research charity 
for people with this disease and other dementias, their families and carers. This 
charity is close to lots of people’s hearts in our community. The whole school target 
for this year is £6000.  
 
If you would like to donate money please donate on our virgin giving page at:  
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/team/BCCCAlzheimersSociety or by donating on SchoolComms. If you have any 
fundraising ideas that you would like to share please contact Heads of Years or the Lay Chaplain Tommy. 
 
Lourdes Fundraiser Ceili Night  
Join the Lourdes team on Friday 10th March at the Irish Centre (Upstairs), 8pm till late for a Lourdes fundraiser. We 
have booked "The Hurling Boys" to lead us in our ceili dancing. Raffle on the night. £5 for a ticket which can be bought 
from reception at school or on the door on the night. Families welcome. 
 
Youth Club 
St. Dunstan's youth club meets fortnightly on a Friday evening. This youth group is to have faith, fun and friendship. 
Age range 9-13 years old. Our next youth club sessions are Friday 17th February, 3rd March, 17th March, 31st March, 
7-8.30pm in the Parish Hall.  Contact Tommy the Lay Chaplain for more information. 
 
Proclaim 
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Proclaim is a youth group for 14+ who take part in praise and worship, games, prayer and pizza. Join the group on a 
fortnightly basis on the following dates: Friday 17th February, 3rd March, 17th March, 31st March. 5-6.30pm in St. 
Dunstan's Conference room. Contact Tommy the Lay Chaplain for more information. 
 
Youth Mass 
Join the parish youth groups on Saturday 4th March for a Youth Mass at St. Dunstan's Church at 5.30pm. Following the 
youth mass there will be a cake sale to raise money for mission work in Brazil. 
 
Schoolcomms 
As you are aware we operate a cashless catering system and Schoolcomms is the only system to make payments for 
your child’s school dinners and school trips.  There is now only one money loading machine in operation in the school 
so it is imperative that Schoolcomms is used.  For further information please visit our website 
www.bishopchalloner.org.uk  
 
Uniform and Appearance 
Students are required to wear the standard uniform of blazer, tie, white/blue shirt with black straight leg school 
trousers (not skinny or boot cut) or girls can wear a knee length black school skirt. Girls are also reminded that if they 
choose to wear a skirt, then they should wear plain, black, opaque tights. Students are reminded that black leather 
school shoes should be worn and that trainers/trainer style shoes are forbidden. 
 
Please note that school shoes must be kept completely black.  There are a number of styles, particularly for girls, 
currently in fashion with wood style soles.  These are not suitable for school.  School shoes should also be leather and 
not patent. 
 
In order to complement the smart school uniform we insist that students’ hair is smart in appearance and that 
students do not have shaved/razored hair styles or lines/patterns/skin fades in the hair. The latest fashion styles are 
not always appropriate for school. Extreme changes of hair colour are also not permitted. The final decision as to 
whether a particular haircut/style is appropriate is at the discretion of senior staff. 
 
Make up, nail varnish and jewellery are not permitted with the exception of one pair of plain gold stud earrings which 
may be worn by girls. 
 
Mobile Phones 
With most students in school now owning mobile phones for use to and from school, it is important that they are also 
not a distraction to study.  All students should hand mobile phones into the pastoral office for safe keeping and can 
collect them at the end of the school day.  Students found with mobile phones during lessons and around the school 
will have them confiscated and they will be returned at the discretion of senior staff/Heads of Year. In more persistent 
cases, phones may only be returned to parents/carers. 
 
I know that you will, as always, support us in maintaining the smart appearance of your children and high standards of 
discipline, so that our focus in school can be on educational achievement. 
 
Attendance and Punctuality 

 Year 8- 95.7% 

 Whole school- 95% 
This is very pleasing and is in line with the school attendance target.  We hope that this level of attendance can 
continue throughout the remainder of the year.   
 
Congratulations to winners of the weekly attendance raffles- Freddie Jee, Carlos Lopez, Erynn Green, Lauren Cleaver 
and Thomas Phillips. 
 
If your child is absent from school, a notification phone call needs to be made to the school on the first day of the 
absence and every further day that they are absent too. Upon return to school, a written note needs to be handed in 
to their form tutor, stating the reason for absence.  Please encourage your child to be at school by 8.30am to instil the 
important life skill of good punctuality.  
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I hope that all students and their families can enjoy a relaxing half term before their return on Monday 27th February. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Miss Caherty    Miss Williams 
Head of Year 8    Assistant Head of Year 8 
 
Key Dates 
Monday 27th February-     School Open 
Wednesday 1st March-     Ash Wednesday Whole School Service 
Thursday 2nd March-     Lent Services Begin 
       KS3 Careers Fair  
Monday 6th March-Friday 10th March-   Canteen- National Breakfast Week 
Wednesday 15th March-Friday 17th March-   KS3 Big Bang Fair 
Saturday 25th March-Saturday 1st April-   Ski Trip 
Tuesday 28th March-     Canteen- Pancake Day 
Thursday 6th April-     Whole School Easter Mass 
       Non Uniform for Lourdes 
Friday 7th April-      School Closed- Inset Day 
Monday 24th April-     School Open 
 
Remember – follow our many twitter feeds for updates on what is happening at BC!  
 
Official School Twitter:  @BishopChalloner Science:    @BCSciDept 
Teaching School:   @teaching_school School Games:   @BCSGO 
Computing:   @BishopChalComp Chaplaincy:   @BC_Chaplaincy 
Biology:    @BCCbio English:    @BC_EnglishDept 
PE:    @BCPEDepartment Maths:   @BCMathsDept 
Geography:   @BCGeogDept Science:    @BCSciDept 
Maths Hub:   @CentralMathsHub School Games:   @BCSGO 
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