
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 February Half Term Newsletter 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
As we reach the mid-point of Year 10 I am pleased to say that the vast majority of Year 10 are working hard and have 
realised the importance and value of their GCSE studies. I have been particularly impressed with the dedication and 
perseverance of those who have maybe struggled to settle into the working patterns required for success at GCSE. I am 
in regular contact with all of the subject teachers and I can say that it is wonderful to hear positive comments about a 
variety of students across many subjects. 
 
However, I must point out that some students have not got to grips with the demands of GCSE’s. It is vital that students 
realise the importance of keeping up with the workload both in school and at home. There is never ‘no homework’. To 
access the highest marks in exams or practical work a student must show flair. Wider reading or improving work can 
assist a student in this endeavour. Some students must understand that education is a privilege that we in the UK are 
granted. They must take what Bishop Challoner offers and use it to set themselves up for the future. Hard work and 
effort equals success. This phrase is often used but even though it may be simple it is fundamentally correct.  
 
We at school will work very hard to support your child over the next 18 months but in the end it will be them and them 
alone who will be responsible for thier achievements. Turning up to school and lessons on time is vital, making sure 
work is completed on time and to the best of their ability is imperative and behaving in a manner conducive to success 
and professionalism is paramount. Taking responsibility is clearly more difficult for some of Year 10 than others. My aim 
is to make sure this is crystal clear as soon as possible to avoid late stressful nights and regret throughout Year 11. 
 
Celebrating Praise 
You may be aware of the way in which I am ensuring 
praise is offered to students in Year 10. Since I last 
wrote I have moved the system onto SIMS. This has 
enabled all staff to choose departmental specifics 
praise comments each half term for students who 
deserve them. I collate these and we award Gold, Silver 
or Bronze certificates.  
 
This way of celebrating success or pride in work has 
proved to be very efficient and well received by both 
students and teachers alike. We recent held our second 
praise giving celebration and teachers are presently 
awarding praise for this term. 
 
Well done to the following students on their achievement: 
 
Gold- Molly G, Michael L, La-Chaunte S, Francis G, Raphael M, Beth W. 
 
Silver- Adawa A, Saar-rah B, Ali J, Kyle J, Natalia S, Kian W, Trinity C, Emma F, Georgie J, Sean L, Aimee R, Jude W. 
 
Bronze- Ciara B, Lara B, Juan B-G, Tyreace B, Jerine C, Felicia C, James D, Eleanor G, Samuel G, Niall J, Finn K, Ben L, 
Thomas, McD, Sean McL, Isobel O’B, Sophia P, Lily P, Kevin P, Ahmed R, Shannon S, Dan Matthew V. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Work Experience 
As you are aware, Year 10 will be completing their work experience placements in the summer term. Many students 
have already gained their placements and Mrs Reynolds is working hard to ensure all placement checks are completed. 
It is important that those who have not gained a placement yet do so quickly. We can assist with guidance (see school 
website careers section) and even help find a placement but usually, the best placements are those organised via family 
and friends. If you have any questions please get in touch with either myself or Mrs Reynolds. 
 
Unifest 2017 
An opportunity for certain students to attend University residential courses has 
been offered to us recently. These courses are designed to bring academic study to 
life and inspire students to continue their education after 18. They are exciting and 
fun but most of all inspiring. I will be holding an assembly for those who are eligible 
for this exciting opportunity that is being run by local Universities (Aston, BCU and 
UCB) in the summer.  
 
Eligible students will need to apply for these 2 night residential courses in STEM, 
Science of Life and Food Careers. There are courses in Sports and Crime but these 
are non-residential and in Worcester and would have to be applied for independently. Further details can be gained via 
Miss E McGowan in the office by SF4. 
 
Whole School Charity 
In January the students voted for the “Alzheimers Society” to be our Whole School 
Charity this year. The Alzheimers Society is the leading UK care and research charity 
for people with this disease and other dementias, their families and carers. This 
charity is close to lots of people’s hearts in our community. The whole school target 
for this year is £6000.  
 
If you would like to donate money please donate on our virgin giving page at:  
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/team/BCCCAlzheimersSociety or by donating on SchoolComms. If you have any 
fundraising ideas that you would like to share please contact Heads of Years or the Lay Chaplain Tommy. 
 
Chaplaincy 
Lourdes Fundraiser Ceili Night 
Join the Lourdes team on Friday 10th March at the Irish Centre (Upstairs), 8pm till late for a Lourdes fundraiser. We 
have booked "The Hurling Boys" to lead us in our ceili dancing. Raffle on the night. £5 for a ticket which can be bought 
from reception at school or on the door on the night. Families welcome. 
 
Youth Club 
St. Dunstan's youth club meets fortnightly on a Friday evening. This youth group is to have faith, fun and friendship. Age 
range 9-13 years old. Our next youth club sessions are Friday 17th February, 3rd March, 17th March, 31st March. 7-
8.30pm in the Parish Hall. Contact Tommy the Lay Chaplain for more information. 
 
Proclaim 
Proclaim is a youth group for 14+ who take part in praise and worship, games, prayer and pizza. Join the group on a 
fortnightly basis on the following dates: Friday 17th February, 3rd March, 17th March, 31st March. 5-6.30pm in St. 
Dunstan's Conference room. Contact Tommy, the Lay Chaplain for more information. 
 
Youth Mass 
Join the parish youth groups on Saturday 4th March for a Youth Mass at St. Dunstan's Church at 5.30pm. Following the 
youth mass there will be a cake sale to raise money for mission work in Brazil. 
 
Mathematics 
Year 10 have been continuing with the higher or foundation schemes of work. Topic assessments have been carried out 
throughout this term and last, and straight after half term, the year group will sit a “mock” exam covering all that they 
have learnt. Revision information will be provided to ensure that pupils are well prepared. The mock exam is very 
important, as it will be used to assess the suitability of groups that students are in. Therefore, we highly recommend 
some revision over half term! 
  

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/team/BCCCAlzheimersSociety


The top mathematicians in the year group undertook the ‘Intermediate Maths Challenge’ at the beginning of February, 
which is a series of problems designed by the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust. These papers test out students’ 
problem solving skills. We look forward to receiving the results of these next term. Moreover, a number of Year 10 
students have been selected to be part of the ‘Maths Feast’ held at the University of Wolverhampton, where they will 
be in competition with other schools in a number of different challenges. Good luck to those taking part! 
  
As always, if students are struggling with concepts covered in class, or are in need of support with their homework, the 
mymaths drop-in runs weekly on a Monday after school, staffed by maths teachers. It has been fantastic to see some 
dedicated Year 10s turn up weekly for support. 
  
The maths department would like to recognise some excellent students that have worked brilliantly this half term. A big 
well done to: La-Chaunte Smith; Thomas McDonnell; Samuel Raji; Matthew Valdez; Samuel Gobina; Michael Labao and 
Chris Wilson. A particular mention must also go to Chris Geraghty, who won mathematician of the fortnight for KS4. 
Keep up the good work everyone! 
 
English 
English students continue to make excellent progress as they get to grips with the 
new GCSE Literature curriculum. They have already explored a range of poetry that 
focused on conflict and power.  This term, they have delved into one of the most 
famous novels ever written: ‘Frankenstein’ by Mary Shelley. Teachers have been 
impressed with some of the students’ responses to our moral and philosophical 
discussions.  
  
To prepare Year 10 students for the linear examinations (that don’t feature 
coursework), the department have decided to arrange a formal mock in the 
auditorium.  Students will be examined on poetry and Frankenstein on Friday 3rd 
March.  Students will be furnished with paper revision guides to complement their 
revision. The department strongly recommends that students make use of the 
excellent electronic resources on the VLE.  Some small adjustments to the setting 
may follow to reward students who have performed well in the mock. 
  
In terms of English extracurricular clubs, students have three options: they can experiment with different writing styles 
in Miss Laszlo’s Graphite club, which takes place on Mondays; if students prefer expressing themselves verbally, it is 
highly recommended they attend Debate Mate after school on a Thursday; finally, bookworms are encouraged to attend 
Miss Beard’s book club in the library during form on Tuesdays and/or Thursdays. 
 
Science 
A couple of weeks ago, year 10 were spoken to in assembly about the months ahead in 
science. All students will be sitting GCSE practice exams on May 2nd,3rd and 4th in 
chemistry, physics and biology. Over the next few weeks the students will be told what 
they need to be revising for these exams. Now is the time to be buying revision guides, 
workbooks and calculators to make sure they have all the tools necessary to achieve as 
well as they can. 
 
Below is the information showing the pages from the higher and foundation revision guides that the pupils need to learn 
for the May exams: 
 
Biology 
Separate science 

Title Revision guide topic Revision guide pages 

Key concepts in biology 1 

12-18; 21-26;28-29; 32,34, 
38,39,42-48;49,50,52 

 

Cells and control 2 

Genetics 3 

Natural selection and genetic 
modification 

4 

 
 
 
 



Combined science (H&F) 

Title Revision guide section Revision guide pages 

Key concepts in biology 1 

11-38 

Cells and control 2 

Genetics 3 

Natural selection and genetic 
modification 

4 

 
Chemistry 
Separate science 

Title Revision guide topic Revision guide pages 

Key concepts in chemistry 1 
12-42 

States of matter and mixtures 2 

 
Combined science (H&F) 

Title Revision guide section Revision guide pages 

Key concepts in chemistry 10 75-104 (H) 
75-103 (F) States of matter and mixtures 11 

 
Physics 
Separate science 

Title Revision guide section Revision guide pages 

Converting between units  9 

Significant figures  7 

Motion, forces and conservation of 
energy 

1 

12-22; 24-34;39, 43,45-48 
Waves and the electromagnetic 
spectrum 

2 

 
 
Combined science (H&F) 

Title Revision guide section Revision guide pages 

Converting between units  8 

Significant figures  6 

Motion, forces and conservation of 
energy 

17 
145-171 (H) 
144-172 (F) Waves and the electromagnetic 

spectrum 
18 

 
Institute of Physics FREE public lecture "Mini Big Bangs in ALICE and the CERN LHC"  
Tuesday 14th March 2017 at University of Birmingham, 7.30pm in the 
Poynting Physics building. 
 
Professor David Evans, from the University of Birmingham, will be explaining 
the physics behind the Large Hadron Collider (LHC); the World's most 
powerful particle accelerator (27km) situated 150 metres under the 
SwissFrench boarder at CERN near Geneva. In the LHC, protons (hydrogen 
nuclei) are smashed together at 0.999999991 times the speed of light 
recreating, for a tiny instant, the violent particle collisions which would have existed less than a billionth of a second 
after the Big Bang. Prof David's talk will focus in particular, the ALICE Experiment and will include some audience 
participation and demonstrations.  
 
The lecture is free of charge and no tickets are required - just turn up! Tea and coffee will be provided from 7pm in the 
Coffee Lounge of the Poynting Building, second floor. This is a great opportunity for students and their families to learn 
more about what is happening at CERN ahead of the Year 10 trip in the Summer. 
 
 
 



Religious Education 
This term year 10 have been exploring the issue of Good and Evil. This is part of their Eduqas GCSE course which enables 
them to look at Christian responses to the problem of evil, whilst making comparisons with humanistic and atheistic 
views regarding the existence of evil. Students have discussed why evil causes problems for religious believers and 
various ways to explain why God may allow suffering in the world.  Students are developing the ability to understand a 
range of viewpoints and be able to articulate their views, whilst respecting alternative viewpoints. Year 10 are making 
excellent progress towards preparation for their GCSE examination next year and we look forward to continuing 
developing our subject knowledge and skills next half term.   
 
Geography 
This term our young Geographers have been working hard on their 
Urban Issues and Challenges unit. They have been investigating how the 
World is becoming an increasingly urbanised planet and have been 
grappling with the issues associated with megacities across the world. 
As always, Geography surrounds us and consequently our geographers 
should be looking out for news stories that link in with what they are 
learning. You would be amazed at just how much of the news does link 
with the course.  
 
The best candidates in the new exam are expected to link their classroom learning with contemporary examples and 
case studies, to show the examiner that they are a true geographer and not someone who simply learns the content. 
The power of newspapers and, surprisingly, YouTube cannot be underestimated. How else do you think Mr May knows 
all that random Geographical stuff?? P.S. Look out for photos and stories from Iceland 2017!! 
 
History 
This term, Year 10 have been looking at how the Nazis controlled 
Germany and what life was like in Nazi Germany from 1933 – 1945. We 
will be finishing the last few lessons of the Germany unit before half 
term and beginning our new unit on Elizabethan England afterwards. 
Students will be looking at the successes and failures of the early years 
of Elizabeth I’s reign. 
 
They can get a head start over half term by watching ‘Elizabeth’ and the 
sequel, ‘Elizabeth: The Golden Age’, two dramatized historical fiction 
films. Family day trips to Packwood House in Warwickshire or Moseley 
Old Hall in Staffordshire, both National Trust owned Elizabethan properties, will also help to bring this topic alive. 
Students should also use half term to ensure their notes on the Germany unit are complete, detailed and effectively 
organised, as this will significantly aid them not only in the summer mock exams but also in the Year 11 GCSE exams.  
 
Computing 
The year 10 computing group are currently working towards the theory aspect of the computing course by looking at 
topics such as networks and network topologies. From this they are gaining a solid understanding of how their home 
and school networks are setup and function. Furthermore, they are beginning to understand the vast network that is 
the internet and how their computing device communicates with servers all over the world in a matter of seconds. 
Moving forward the group are going to begin looking at effective algorithm design and tracing, a topic of study that will 
see them strengthen their programming and algorithm design that they began work on during the Autumn term. 
  
ICT 
The year 10 ICT group are currently in the process of completing a scenario driven task that is seeing them apply their 
ICT knowledge first hand on the computers. For this scenario they are producing various digital products such as 
marketing materials; spreadsheet models; logos and other media; and a website. The completion of this unit will put 
them in an excellent position moving forward into the rest of the year and indeed year 11. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Has your child received a new computing device for Christmas? 
Smart Phones and Tablets are a great way for our pupils to engage with the curriculum and 
learning outside of the classroom and also provides them with the opportunity to 
experience modern technology used throughout the world. However, this personal access 
to the device, along with further exposure to others through access to the web, 
unfortunately presents an opportunity for your child to be exposed to material that we 
wouldn’t want them to see. 
 
Thankfully, the companies responsible for these devices provide parental controls 
that allow you as a parent or carer to restrict the access and privileges that the 
user is allowed. This includes but is not limited to: restricting access to age rated 
items on the app/media stores; restricting the ability for in-app purchases (buying 
in-game items with real money); restricting the ability to install and delete apps; 
and restricts their access to certain websites and online content. These can be 
easily implemented by following the instructions provided by the creators of the software. 
 
For iOS (Apple) devices: 
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT201304 
 
For Android Devices: 
http://www.geeksquad.co.uk/articles/set-up-parental-controls-android 
 
For further information and advice regarding Online Safety please go to the Bishop Challoner website’s Online Safety 
section, found at: http://www.bishopchalloner.org.uk/eSafety 
 
Music 
Fees for instrumental lessons were due on Friday 3rd February.  If you haven’t already paid please do 
so as a matter of urgency.  If you have any problems or queries regarding payment please email Mrs 
Choudhury at l.choudhury@bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk. 
 
BC Orchestra is now taking place on Tuesdays after school from 3.15 – 4.00pm in PA2.  If you have 
instrumental lessons both in or outside of school you are more than welcome to attend.  Students need 
to see Miss Hughes in PA1 for more information. 
 
We currently have instrumental spaces available for an immediate start on any woodwind instrument and drum kit.  
Please email Mrs Choudhury for further information and prices. 
 
PE 
Well done to the Year 10 Boys' Basketball team who have won three out of five league matches so far including an 
excellent win against Kings Norton Boys in overtime. With two games to go they are still in the running for the league 
title. The Year 10 girls’ basketball team have also played exceptionally well thanks since starting their league games, 
their most result was a draw against St Pauls 8-8. Well done to the girls for their continued effort and determination 
within games. 
 
Good habits to develop over half-term 
Many students at GCSE have difficulty understanding text because they have not become 
fluent readers through regular practice. Reading for pleasure develops reading fluency and 
comprehension, improves vocabulary and increases general knowledge. It also develops 
the skills needed for writing and problem solving skills. Just 20 minutes reading a day could 
have a significant impact on your child’s achievement across most subjects. 
 
Many students are slow at writing because they print, others have very untidy handwriting. 
Touch-typing is one of the most valuable skills you can learn. The benefits include speed 
and accuracy as well as time saved when writing and reduces tiredness. It helps you to focus 
on the content of what you are writing. It also gives you the option of correcting errors as 
they appear.  Visit http://www.typingstudy.com for a free online course or search for one 
which suits your child better. The skill can be mastered quite quickly and once learned, is never forgotten. 
 

https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT201304
http://www.geeksquad.co.uk/articles/set-up-parental-controls-android
http://www.bishopchalloner.org.uk/eSafety
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Students encounter large quantities of new vocabulary in their courses, particularly when listening to teachers. The 
ability to spell the words correctly in note-taking, for looking up in dictionaries and books and for searching on the 
internet, will significantly affect their academic achievement. Encourage your child to practice spelling common words 
and key subject words correctly.  
 
Remember, the amount of SPaG marks across three papers at GCSE could make the difference in a grade!! 
 
Schoolcomms 
As you are aware we operate a cashless catering system and Schoolcomms is the only system to make payments for 
your child’s school dinners and school trips.  There is now only one money loading machine in operation in the school 
so it is imperative that Schoolcomms is used.  For further information please visit our website 
www.bishopchalloner.org.uk  
 
Uniform and Appearance 
Students are required to wear the standard uniform of blazer, tie, white/blue shirt with black straight leg school trousers 
(not skinny or boot cut) or girls can wear a knee length black school skirt. Girls are also reminded that if they choose to 
wear a skirt, then they should wear plain, black, opaque tights. Students are reminded that black leather school shoes 
should be worn and that trainers/trainer style shoes are forbidden. 
 
Please note that school shoes must be kept completely black.  There are a number of styles, particularly for girls, 
currently in fashion with wood style soles.  These are not suitable for school.  School shoes should also be leather and 
not patent. 
 
In order to complement the smart school uniform we insist that students’ hair is smart in appearance and that students 
do not have shaved/razored hair styles or lines/patterns/skin fades in the hair. The latest fashion styles are not always 
appropriate for school. Extreme changes of hair colour are also not permitted. The final decision as to whether a 
particular haircut/style is appropriate is at the discretion of senior staff. 
 
Make up, nail varnish and jewellery are not permitted with the exception of one pair of plain gold stud earrings which 
may be worn by girls. 
 
Mobile Phones 
With most students in school now owning mobile phones for use to and from school, it is important that they are also 
not a distraction to study.  All students should hand mobile phones into the pastoral office for safe keeping and can 
collect them at the end of the school day.  Students found with mobile phones during lessons and around the school 
will have them confiscated and they will be returned at the discretion of senior staff/Heads of Year. In more persistent 
cases, phones may only be returned to parents/carers. 
 
I know that you will, as always, support us in maintaining the smart appearance of your children and high standards of 
discipline, so that our focus in school can be on educational achievement. 
 
Attendance and Punctuality 

 Year 10- 94.5% 

 Whole school- 95% 
This is very pleasing and is in line with the school attendance target.  We hope that this level of attendance can continue 
throughout the remainder of the year.   
 
Congratulations to winners of the weekly attendance raffles- Juan Berlanga-Garcia, William Swain, Niall Jona, Molly 
Gallagher and Mike Wang. 
 
If your child is absent from school, a notification phone call needs to be made to the school on the first day of the 
absence and every further day that they are absent too. Upon return to school, a written note needs to be handed in to 
their form tutor, stating the reason for absence.  Please encourage your child to be at school by 8.30am to instil the 
important life skill of good punctuality.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bishopchalloner.org.uk/


I hope that all students and their families can enjoy a relaxing half term before their return on Monday 27th February. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mr May     Miss Laszlo 
Head of Year 10    Assistant Head of Year 10 
 
Key Dates 

Monday 27th February-     School Open 
Wednesday 1st March-     Ash Wednesday Whole School Service 
Thursday 2nd March-     Lent Services Begin 
       KS3 Careers Fair  
Monday 6th March-Friday 10th March-   Canteen- National Breakfast Week 
Wednesday 15th March-Friday 17th March-   KS3 Big Bang Fair 
Tuesday 28th March-     Canteen- Pancake Day 
Thursday 6th April-     Whole School Easter Mass 
       Non Uniform for Lourdes 
Friday 7th April-      School Closed- Inset Day 
Monday 24th April-     School Open 
 
Remember – follow our many twitter feeds for updates on what is happening at BC!  
 

Official School Twitter:  @BishopChalloner Science:    @BCSciDept 
Teaching School:   @teaching_school School Games:   @BCSGO 
Computing:   @BishopChalComp Chaplaincy:   @BC_Chaplaincy 
Biology:    @BCCbio English:    @BC_EnglishDept 
PE:    @BCPEDepartment Maths:   @BCMathsDept 
Geography:   @BCGeogDept Science:    @BCSciDept 
Maths Hub:   @CentralMathsHub School Games:   @BCSGO 
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