
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 2016 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

Year 8 Transition 1 Assessments 
 
During this half term your son/daughter will be sitting their transition 1 (T1) assessments. These 
assessments allow us to measure the progress your son/daughter has made since the Periodic 2 
assessments from the last academic year. 
 
During the next few weeks students will be preparing for these assessments in class and will be provided 
with revision guidance. Could I please ask that you encourage your son/daughter to revise at home on a 
regular basis over the next few weeks; this will allow them to demonstrate what they know in the 
assessments and help them build future foundations for revision patterns as they move through the Key 
stage 3 Curriculum. This will stand them in good stead for future assessments and public examinations. 
 
The assessment window will run from Monday 30thth January to Friday 17th February. Subject assessments 
will be taking place at the following times:   
 
Week commencing 30th January: English, Maths, RE,  
 
Week commencing 6th February: Science, French, History 
 
Week commencing 13th February: Computing, PE 
 
Some of the more creative subjects, such as Music, Dramatic studies and Product design are having ongoing 
assessment as part of modular project work. Standardised score will be based on performance and 
progress. 
 
On the reverse of this letter I have added details of revision materials that your sons/daughters know 
about.  Using these resources as part of their revision will help them feel well prepared for the forthcoming 
assessments. 
 
The results from the Transition 1 assessments will be reported at the Year 8 Parent consultation afternoon 
on Thursday 23rd March. 
 
If you have any questions about the Transition 1 assessments please do not hesitate to contact me at 
school. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Ms Caherty 
Head of Year 8 
 
 
 
 



Information about Assessments: 
 
English 
For the assessment students will be required to complete two tasks; one will be a writing assessment and 
one will be a reading assessment. For the writing assessment, students will be given a picture as a 
stimulus and will need to write between 3 and 5 paragraphs based on the picture. Their writing needs to be 
creative with a range of sentences and devices. For the reading assessment, the pupils will be given an 
extract and will be assessed on their PEE skills (point, evidence, explain). Here the mark scheme focuses on 
their ability to select relevant quotes, their ability to correctly identify devices and explain the effect on the 
reader. 
 
All of the lessons this term will focus on the skills for T1. In the week commencing the 23rd January, 
all students will receive four focused revision lessons and a revision pack. All of these lessons, along 
with additional revision materials are available for both students and parents on the VLE under English- 
Year 8- Spr1 T1 Revision.  
 
Maths 
The assessment will consist of three 1 hour papers.  
All students will soon receive a topic list from which to revise which will be given out by their class teacher. 
This will also have relevant clips to watch on the MathsWatch website to aid them. 
 
Science 
There are two papers both are an hour long. 
Students have access to the Kerboodle online resources, which include a digital textbook. The biology 
content is on pages 14-56 of Activate 1 and P4-20 of Activate 2. The chemistry content is on P60-P108 of 
Activate 1 and P72-84 of Activate 2. The physics content is on P112-155 of Activate 1 and P122-138 of 
Activate 2. 
 

Paper 1 
Looks at breadth of knowledge asking short 
answer questions across a wide range of biology, 
chemistry and physics topics. 

Paper 2  
Longer questions which require the recall of 
knowledge learnt in lessons in detail, apply their 
knowledge to specific examples or unfamiliar 
contexts and to analyse and interpret 
information. 
 

CONTENT: 
The structures and functions of components of 
animal and plant cells 
The parts of a microscope 
Plant structures involved in pollination and the 
mechanism of pollination 
Plant germination 
Deficiency diseases 
The function of the skeleton and the role of 
muscles in movement 
Types of drug and addiction 
Role of the placenta and effect of alcohol on a 
foetus 
Elements , compounds  and the arrangement of 
atoms in these substances 
Test for carbon dioxide 
Particle theory for solids, liquids and gases  
Changes of state 
Definition of diffusion 

CONTENT:  
Breathing, the structure of the lungs and the 
effect of smoking 
The function of sperm cell structures 
Nutritional content of foods and the role of the 
different food groups 
Particles theory of gases and the effect of 
temperature on gas pressure 
Universal indicator solution as a measure of pH 
Neutralisation reaction between acids and alkalis 
The production of copper sulphate crystals from 
a solution 
Conservation of mass 
Exothermic  reactions 
Forces – gravity and air resistance 
Calculations of weight 
Colour and why specific colours are seen 
Definition of ultrasound and calculation of speed 
of sound 



The reactions of metals and alkali’s with acid 
Universal indicator for measuring pH 
Thermal decomposition of metal carbonates 
Definition of luminous 
Wavelength and amplitude 
Law of reflection and refraction of light by water 
Colour and the dispersion of light using a prism 
Series and parallel circuits 
Magnetic metals and the benefits of using 
electromagnets 
The structure of an atom 
The production of static electricity 
 

The resistance of a wire and calculations of 
resistance 
Changing the strength of electromagnets 
 

 
Computing 
Key Focus: Cryptography / Key Terms / Online-Safety 
The assessment is going to be broken down into three sections. The first of which, Cryptography will pitch 
them questions around topics that they have looked at extensively during the first half of the spring term in 
lesson. This includes but is not limited to the use of PIGPEN Cipher, Caesar Cipher and Binary.  
The second topic will be focused around key terms in computing. These terms may not have been looked at 
during the Spring Term but will have been covered since the start of September. Finally, they will be 
assessed once again on their knowledge and understanding of Online-Safety. Questions will cover a wide 
variety of aspects of the topic all of which were covered at the start of the year. 
 
For revision purposes pupils are advised to use the lesson resources which can be found on the VLE, they 
will be signposted towards these during a lesson leading up to the assessment. 
 
Design Technology 
In D&T the T1 assessment is a culmination of all the work they have done so far across the specialist areas 
of Product Design, Textiles and Food. There is no formal assessment as we do not feel an assessment would 
be able to give a clear window of performance across all of the areas and demonstrate levels of practical 
skill. We look at the assessed work produced by the student in lessons and feedback how they are 
performing in the different strand areas; investigate, develop deigns, make, test and evaluate and 
communicate. 
 
French 
Year 8 have been learning about the different media in French (TV shows, types of books, cinema and 
internet) more recently they discovered more about Paris and its famous monuments whilst learning about 
perfect tense in French. 
Students should revise regularly and thoroughly both modules at home as Transitions 1 will cover 
everything that has been studied in Year 8. All Year 8 students will have to complete speaking, listening, 
reading and writing assessments where grammar understanding and vocabulary knowledge are key to 
obtaining the highest score. 
 

Link to revision website: frenchbc.weebly.com/ T1 Blog 

Geography 
The assessment will focus on the two countries studied this year, Brazil and Russia. Students will be 
required to make a geographical decision regarding a question put to them following a series of shorter 
questions.  Students will need to utilise their own knowledge and understanding of both countries and use 
the skills they have developed to extract the relevant information from sources to support their 
decision. Revision will be distributed in lesson via netbooks (electronic copies). 
 



History 
The History T1 examination will be completed over two lessons.   
The T1 will cover the topic of the Industrial Revolution.  This includes; the causes of change -  main causes, 
changes to key industries like farming, factories, trade and transport and the consequences - what it was 
like to live through the IR, housing, health and work conditions, how people tried to improve the situation 
and how far this was successful.   
 
Pupils will be tested on the History department mastery skills of understanding, application, 
communication, using evidence and interpretations in a single essay.  A basic fact sheet will be provided in 
the exam but students are expected to learn some addition information.  Revision packs are available via 
the VLE and are an additional resource to their own work which can be found in their folders.  Each class 
will have at least one revision lesson prior to the T1.  
 
Music 
The overall standardised score is based on marks in assessments since the beginning of Year 7.  They are 
undertaking a Jazz Improvisation assessment task at the moment which will be done in lessons over the 
next few weeks so this will obviously count.  I hope this makes sense. 
 
PE 
Students will be assessed across 5 strands (Health, Work Life skills, Individual skills, Team skills, Leadership). 
The assessment is based on a grading system between 10 to 15. 
 
Religious Education: 
The RE assessment will take place over two lessons. The assessment is a review of student’s knowledge and 
understanding from the topic “Why do people suffer?” Specific Literacy skills will be assessed looking at the 
student’s ability to apply these skills using the topic content. Students should make reference to key 
scripture and theories studied throughout the unit. 
 
To aid revision pupils will be given class time to prepare under the guidance of their teacher. They will also 
be provided with a revision booklet which will be completed both in class and as homework.   
 


