
Thanks to everyone who 
contributed to FOBC last half 
term.  Your support is very 
much appreciated.
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Friday 4th November 2016

Message from Mr Hetherton, 
Senior Vice Principal

Loving and compassionate God, we pray for all who 
have laboured for liberty, freedom and justice; 
for those who have made the ultimate sacrifice; 

for those who in life and death have preserved our 
living. Grant that they may rest in your peace, and 
that we, through our actions, may be found worthy 
to inherit the eternal treasures of your kingdom. 

Amen. 

Welcome to the first edition of BC14 this half term - a half term 
of shorter days and longer nights. I wonder how many of us 
were caught out by the clocks going back last weekend! As we 
prepare for what will be an extremely busy and active half term, 
let’s hope that the weather remains kind to us and that all staff 
and pupils remain fit and healthy over the coming weeks! As 
is always the case, the calendar of events at Bishop Challoner 
remains crammed with activities that are wide ranging in their 
appeal and reflect the truly dynamic nature of our community. 

Last half term was brought to a close with a number of our pupils 
visiting St Chad’s Sanctuary with Tommy our Chaplain to deliver 
a range of essentials for those less fortunate than ourselves 
and in genuine need of our help. Items included children’s and 
adult clothing, bedding, toiletries and tins of food. The level of 
generosity displayed by our pupils is staggering and reflects the 
kind hearted and generous spirit of our young people.  I am sure 
everybody who received this help is truly grateful - let us hope 
that in some way it improves the quality of their lives. Our annual 
Bishop’s Got Talent competition was again a huge success and 
showcased the wide variety of talents and abilities our pupils 
have. The auditorium was at bursting point for an evening of real 
entertainment and fun and a set of ‘judges’ that should have the 
current ones, including Mr Cowell, looking over their shoulders.

Over the half term holiday 30 year 11 historians visited Berlin to 
develop their knowledge of Nazi Germany, the Second World War 
and the Cold War.  Moments of reflection and poignancy included 
visiting two concentration camps, including Bergen-Belsen, a 
walking tour examining the complex history of Berlin, as a well as 
experiencing what life would have been like in Communist East 
Germany through a visit to the DDR museum.  The trip provided 
a fantastic learning experience for our pupils and I am delighted 
to report that they were a credit to themselves, their families and 
the school. 

Coming up in the next couple of weeks we have a Year 12 trip 
to the RSC to see Hamlet, a Year 7 retreat to Alton Castle, a Year 
8 Safeside trip and an Alcohol Awareness week. In addition to 
this we have our Sixth Form Open Evening on Wednesday 16th 
November and our Shoebox Collection that will continue up until 
Christmas. As you can see – a busy half term! Thank you once 
again for your continued support. 

Bishop Challoner TSA
Well, we have had a busy start to the month, 
with applications coming in through the UCAS 
system for our School Direct Teacher Training 
programme, which will start in Sep 2017.

With many subjects available to teach throughout 
our Alliance of schools, we are hoping for some 
great candidates to join us and the University of 
Warwick in order to gain a PGCE whilst training 
in a school environment.

We also have a Future Teaching Scholars 
Programme whereby we recruit sixth formers 
and support them through University and into 
teaching post graduation - currently in Physics 
and Maths.

If you know anyone thinking of becoming a 
teacher through either route, then please send 
them our way! They can visit our website - 
www.bctsa.org or email us: teachingschool@
bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk or phone 0121 

Shoebox Appeal
Every year we collect hundreds of shoe boxes 
wrapped and filled with presents and we send 
them with the help of the charity Trussell Trust, 
to children who have very little. This year we are 
asking for your support again. Trussell Trust 
sends a message of hope to children in need 
around the world through gift-filled shoe boxes. 
Ideally we need to receive the boxes no later than 
Thursday 17th November as it takes more than a 
month to get the boxes checked and transported 
abroad. 

Christmas Show
The Christmas Show “A Magical Christmas Eve” will 
take place on Thursday 1st December. Tickets will 
go on sale shortly.

Christmas Show rehearsals are every Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday with a few weekends 
where needed. 

F BC
FRIENDS OF BISHOP CHALLONER

Adrenaline, in partnership with NCS
is a leadership training programme for 16-17 year olds with a difference. Over three 
different phases  you will embark on exciting challenges that will be incredibly fun, 
provide you with transferable skills, uncover new talents and the chance to make 
friends for life. Each phase of the programme is designed to help you grow and 
develop. 

The first two phases are residential and will take place in our beautiful 
centre, Soli. The final phase is based in YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY to raise 
your awareness and take part in social action. And the best part...it won’t 
cost you a thing! To sign up please speak to Tommy in the Chapel.



Sixth Form

Canteen- French Day
Tuesday 8th November

Year 11 Parent Consultation 
Afternoon

Thursday 10th November

Year 12 RSC Hamlet
Thursday 10th November

Year 7 Alton Castle Retreat
Monday 14th November-

Wednesday 16th November

World Diabetes Day
Monday 14th November

Y11 English Speaking Exams
Monday 14th November-
Friday 18th November

Sixth Form Open Evening
Wednesday 16th November

Alcohol Awareness Week
Wednesday 16th November-

Tuesday 22nd November

Upcoming Events...

Sports Updates

Oxford Entrance Exams
A number of Year 13 students sat the Oxford Entrance 
examinations on the 2nd November. They have all worked 
extremely hard preparing for the examinations and we wish 
them the best of luck.

Head Boy and Head Girl
We are delighted to 
announce that Eve 
McGuire and Michael 
Coleman are this year’s 
Head Boy and Head 
Girl.  Both students 
are looking forward to 
leading their peers in 
their final challenging 
year and promoting the 
mission statement of 
the College.

Enrichment
Year 12 Students are 
enjoying their Enrichment 
activities on Wednesday 
afternoons.  The students 
are really making the 
most of the diverse 
range of activities. Not 
only are the senior 
citizens enjoying their 
tea parties, but it 

appears we have a couple of 
‘star bakers’ among the students themselves. Perhaps a 

Challoner Student Bake-off is on the cards!  

Sixth Form Open Evening
A reminder that Bishop Challoner Sixth Form Open Evening is 
on Wednesday 16th November from 6.00-8.30.      

Divisible Digits

Kickboxing Champion
Congratulations to Charlie, Year 7, for becoming 
the World Kickboxing Champion 2016!

Manchester Football Trip
30 students were treated to 
a feast of football over the 
course of a day in Manchester. 
KS3 students arrived at Old 
Trafford for their stadium 
tour and educational talk 
early on Tuesday morning. 
They then travelled across 
the city to attend a talk at the 
National Football Museum. 

From there, the boys attended 
the Champions League game at the Eithad Stadium 
between Manchester City and Barcelona. A great 
day out for the boys - thoroughly enjoyed by all! 

Netball
Miss Spencer’s netball team have lost their latest 
netball games to very tough opposition. Well done 
to Shaniyah for receiving player of the match for 
the second time. An unfortunate loss for the Year 
9 netball team, with all players trying their very 
hardest, but a big shout out to Cameron who got 
player of the match and Lydia for her excellent 
shooting.

Football
The Boys’ Year 7B team made a successful start 
to their league campaign with a convincing win 
against St George’s 4-2.

I wrote down a 4-digit number that was divisible by 3, 4, 5 & 6 

but I spilt a cup of hot chocolate on it & can only see the first 

two digits.

The first two digits are 95 (in that order).  What were the last two?

Check out our twitter page for solutions to previous problems!

@BCMathsDept

UCAS
There is great excitement as the early applicants 
for medicine are now receiving university offers. 
In addition to Bio-Medical Science, other early 
applicant students have received offers from 
universities such as Birmingham, Sheffield and 
Glasgow to study a range of subjects that include 
Mathematics, History and Languages.

Masterclasses
It has been very encouraging to see the number 
of year 12 and 13 students availing of the 
opportunity to attend Masterclasses at local 
universities.  The students have found classes 
attended so far an invaluable experience and are 
keeping Miss McGowan busy booking additional 
courses


