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Message from Mr Smith, 
Senior Vice Principal

Lord God, only you can see into my heart and 
know that under all the busy-ness of my life,  there 

is a deep longing to make this Advent one that 
welcomes you more deeply into my own life. My 

heart desires the warmth of your love and my mind 
searches for your Light in the midst of the darkness. 
Help me to be a peacemaker this Advent and to give 
special love to those who disagree with me. Give me 
the strength and courage to forgive those who have 
hurt me. Help me to free my heart from the prison 

of my anger and hurt. Amen

So just what is the true spirit of Christmas? Year 7 are working on 
that at this very moment as they read Charles Dickens’ perennial 
classic ‘A Christmas Carol’.

When they accompany Scrooge on his tours of Christmases past, 
present and future they begin to see society the way that Dickens 
did: it’s an interconnected web of friendships and associations 
where each and every one of us impact on those around us - the 
effect rippling ever outwards in small, often imperceptible ways.  
Will Tiny Tim live or die? Pupils come to share Scrooge’s gradual 
realisation that our actions matter more than our words and that 
the quality of others people’s lives depends on the quality of the 
daily decisions we make or more pointedly avoid making . 

As a teacher in a large secondary school, I  see that butterfly 
effect every day in so many ways: inspirational teachers lighting 
fires in the imaginations of engaged children; friends  looking 
out for each other; tired but committed staff  working with 
groups of students after school in order to  guide them to exam 
success or university. One of the most impressive things I’ve 
witnessed this term has been  Ms Caherty’s attempts to heighten 
that pupil awareness through an initiative that celebrates and 
rewards  characteristics like attentiveness, eloquence,  curiosity  
and compassion. 

It’s having a real impact because it’s reminding our students that 
these human qualities are for life and not just for Christmas.  

St Chad’s Sanctuary
Bishop Challoner aims to support St. Chad’s 
Sanctuary. From Monday 28th - Friday 9th 
December we will be running a food and clothes 
collection project. This will involve donations 
of tins, dried foods and clothes for St. Chad’s 
Sanctuary. If your family could support our 
collections we would be most grateful.  

Suitable suggested foods are: tins (kidney beans, 
tuna, fruit, soups etc) and dried packets (pasta, 
rice, trifle, custard, biscuits, sweets etc). Suitable 
clothing include: jumpers, trousers, jeans, coats 
etc. All of these collections will be collected in 
the school chapel and school foyer as of Monday 
28th November.

Shoebox Appeal
Thank you to everyone who has helped support the Shoebox 
appeal this year. The shoeboxes were collected this week and 
will be distributed by the charity Trussell Trust. We appreciate 
the generosity of everyone that donated.

FOBC - Follow the link to 
find ways to support your 

school! 

www.bishopchalloner.org.uk/Contributions
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Year 11 science mock exams
For the mock GCSEs over the next two weeks it is important that 
all year 11s come to their science exams with their calculator.

If you have not got one, they can be bought from the Maths 
department.

BCTSA
With applications still coming in via the UCAS system for 
teacher training, interviews are well under way and our team 
have been out and about, interviewing candidates across the 
city. Not only do we recruit trainees to join Bishop Challoner 
in September 2017, but for a range of Primary and Secondary 
schools within our Alliance. 

Some subjects are really popular (Primary, PE, History) but we 
are looking for trainees to teach lots of different subjects - 
especially Maths and Science. If you are thinking of going into 
teaching, why not come along to our Open Evening, 6.00 - 8.00 
pm on Tuesday 13th December. We'd love to talk you through 
the options available.

Sports Updates
Lots of students have been taking part in the extra-
curricular clubs that are on offer which has been 
fantastic, as an incentive to get more students 
involved students can now pick up an extra-
curricular card where they will receive signatures 
for attending clubs. Once they have 25 or more 
they will be rewarded with a prize. 

The Call of Duty Dodgeball has become increasingly 
popular on a Friday morning and is therefore now 
available on a Wednesday morning too. 

The Year 10 
Football team 
progress in the 
West Midlands 
cup, having 
won 3-2. 

Miss Spencer’s 
Year 10’s have 
finished their 
netball games now, winning 2 and losing 3, leaving 
them sat comfortably in the middle of the league 
table. 

Basketball and indoor cricket fixtures 
are beginning now, with Year 8 and 
9 Basketball girls’ team already being 
successful in the SGO tournament. 



Sixth Form
Year 7 STEM Fair

Tuesday 6th December

Primary Chaplaincy Advent Retreat
Wednesday 7th December

Winter Soiree
Thursday 8th December

Year 7, 9 & 10 PCD 
SCHOOL CLOSED

Friday 9th December

7X1/X2 Christmas Lectures
Monday 12th December-Tuesday 13th December

Carol Singing Sainsbury’s
Wednesday 14th December

Whole School Christmas Mass
Christmas Jumper Day

Thursday 15th December

INSET-SCHOOL CLOSED 
Friday 16th December

Upcoming Events...
UCAS
Year 13 students have made great headway with their 
applications and the offers are coming in thick and fast.  Two 
students have been invited to attend interviews at Oxford 
University in the next two weeks- a great achievement in 
itself- and we wish them well.

Micro Tyco
The Year 12 students who are involved in this enterprise 
project have been busy.  Their most recent fundraising event 
is Friday’s non-uniform day.  They have also been selling 
refreshments at the Christmas show.   All proceeds will go 
towards start up projects in the developing world.

Soli House Retreat
11 Year 12 students are going on retreat to Soli House at 
Alton in Staffordshire 5th -7th December.   This is always an 
event that students remember.

Mock timetables
Mock timetables will be issued in the next two weeks.  Sixth 
Form mock exams run 9th -27th January 2017.

Revision
Students will be receiving guidance in form time about revision 
strategies and how to plan an efficient revision timetable.

Performing Arts Success

From BC to LA
Congratulations to one of our ex Performing 
Arts students, Maddy Cooke. Maddy is currently 
starring as the lead role in a film called SEAT 
25. At the weekend the film premiered at the 
Birmingham film festival where it won "Best 
Feature Film". The next stop will be LA. 

This is an incredible achievement for the film 
and for Maddy. Maddy was a great asset to the 
performing arts department at her time here at 
Bishop Challoner, starring as various lead roles. 
She then went on to study drama in London. We 
are incredibly proud of Maddy and wish her and 
the film all the best for the future. Watch this 
space!

Christmas Show
Our wonderful Christmas production, A Magical Christmas Eve, was 
staged on Thursday 1st December.  Over 70 students auditioned 
to be in the cast, however only 40 students could take part due 
to the size of the stage.  Tickets sold out within three days for 
this production due to the popularity of our annual Christmas 
shows.  The show consisted of 19 musical numbers, all performed 
by a live band. The performers cannot be congratulated enough 
as they were truly outstanding, with lead roles played by Olivia 
Moore, Daniel Kenton, Cheriah Williams, Meghan Harper and Olivia 
Doyle.  Audience members commented on the professionalism 
of all our performers and we were particularly delighted with our 
youngest performers, for some of whom it was their first show.  A 
massive congratulations to all students who took part in A Magical 
Christmas Eve.  We are very proud of you!


